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Minutes

1. Adoption of the draft agenda

2. Approval of the minutes of the meeting held in Strasbourg on 17 September 
2009

With a view to the 20th EU-Iceland Interparliamentary Meeting on 16 
November 2009 in Brussels

3. Briefings by

 H.E Mr Stefán H. JÓHANNESSON, Ambassador, Icelandic Mission to 
the EU, on the situation in Iceland and on its relations with the EU 

 Mr Lars-Olof HOLLNER, Acting Head of Unit, representing the 
European Commission, on EU - Iceland relations  

followed by an exchange of views  

4. Consideration of the programme and the draft agenda of the Interparliamentary 
Meeting
- Nominations of first EP speakers

5. Any other business

6. Next meeting

5 November 2009/CH/HO
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Mr GALLAGHER, chair, opened the meeting and welcomed all visitors, the Icelandic 
Ambassador, Head of Unit Lars-Olof Hollner and Mr Preda, the Foreign Affairs 
Committee's rapporteur on Iceland.

1. Adoption of the draft agenda

The draft agenda was adopted.

2. Approval of the minutes of the meeting held in Strasbourg on 17 September 
2009

The minutes were approved.

3. Briefings by

 H.E Mr Stefán H. JÓHANNESSON, Ambassador, Icelandic Mission to 
the EU, on the situation in Iceland and on its relations with the EU 

 Mr Lars-Olof HOLLNER, Acting Head of Unit, representing the 
European Commission, on EU - Iceland relations  

Mr GALLAGHER first welcomed the news of Mr JÓHANNESSON being nominated
Chief Negotiator for Iceland's accession negotiations with the EU. 

Mr JÓHANNESSON gave a short briefing on Iceland's position towards the EU 
before the beginning of accession negotiations. Iceland has good relations to all other 
EU members. As a member of NATO, the Council of EU, EFTA, EEA, Schengen and 
a long term partner with the EU, Iceland was well prepared for upcoming negotiations 
with 22 out of 35 negotiation chapters already "closed". Fisheries and agricultural 
issues are likely to become key issues in the negotiations since 40% of the value of 
export come from fisheries. Iceland's wish to become a member has primarily been 
based on three reasons: the long term economic stability within the EU; the necessity 
of broadened security and the fact that Iceland is a part of Europe and share many if 
its values. The accession to the EU would mean a mutual exchange; Iceland especially 
has experiences when it comes to sustainable fisheries and renewable energy which 
would be useful within the EU. 

Mr JÓHANNESSON was of the opinion that the Council, at its meeting on 10-11 
December, would be able to take a decision on Iceland's status as a candidate country 
and to agree on the start of accession negotiations with Iceland. In his view an 
ambitious, but realistic target.

Mr HOLLNER congratulated Iceland on their choice of Mr JÓHANNESSON as 
Chief Negotiator for Iceland. He saw Iceland's membership would be of mutual 
interests since a membership in the EU normally would have a stabilising effect on 
the economy. He wanted to emphasize that all applications are dealt with in the same 
way and there is no way of accelerating the process. The questionnaire turned in to the 
Commission three weeks before deadline on 16 November was very much 
appreciated and of high quality even though clarification was needed on some issues 
such as administration capacity, derogations in the EEA and the implementation of 
legislation. Mr HOLLNER agreed that the schedule was very ambitious. He also 
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hoped to see Iceland involved in the EU satellite programs, and was awaiting the 
Icelandic ratification of the Food Law Package. 

Question was raised by Ms MCCARTY on the state of legislation regarding financial 
stability. She also had question regarding the level of public support for the accession 
application.

Ms WESTLUND also had a question regarding the public support and whether it 
would last, once the effects of the financial crisis were less acute. She also wondered 
what effect the crisis had had on the household economy of Icelandic citizens.

Mr SØNDERGAARD wondered whether Mr JÓHANNESSON thought that the 
currency crisis was cause or effect. He also wondered whether the relations to other 
EU member states had not been damaged because of Icesave and if other countries 
had been helpful in order to get IMF-loans.

Mr PREDA agreed that Iceland's application will be judged on its real merits, and 
assured that the Members of the European Parliament would cooperate with the 
Icelandic Government. 

Ms STIHLER asked the Commission how the discussions concerning fisheries 
between Iceland and the Commission were proceeding. Ms STIHLER believed there 
were still some tension about the Icesave and would like to know the Commission's 
point of view on the matter. She also wanted to now if there was any chance that the 
Commission might slow down the negotiation process, since the negotiations were 
already expected to take about two years.

Ms OJULAND asked if there was an action plan on how to get an increased public 
support and raise the awareness about the EU. She also asked how the Government 
would find support in order to adapt the legislation for the acquis if the Parliamentary 
support was divided on the matter. 

Mr JÓHANNESSON answered that the financial legislation in Iceland is European,
and this had been a sensitive issue during the crisis because of the deposit guarantee 
system that couldn't cover the collapse of an entire bank system. However an 
agreement had now been made. 

Regarding Mr SØNDERGAARD's question, Mr JÓHANNESSON insisted that the 
relations with the UK were good and had improved much since the terrorist listings. 
Concerning the households, the values of many homes had decreased and many 
households were very indebted leaving people with less money at their disposal. 
Regarding IMF and Icesave there was no formal link between the two, even though 
Icesave could have caused a delay for the IMF.  When it came to the issue of fisheries 
there was no current discussion with the Commission since Iceland was waiting on 
the next step in the negotiations which would involve this. Regarding the concerns of 
the attitude from the public, Mr JÓHANNESSON stated that most polls had indicated 
a majority to be in favour of the EU. The Icelandic Government would do its best to 
inform the Icelanders on questions concerning EU and so would EU; therefore it was 
to early to draw any conclusions at the time being. 
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Due to lack of time Mr HOLLNER only agreed that it was an ambitious agenda for 
Iceland's application. 

Mr GALLAGHER was looking forward to further cooperation with Mr 
JÓHANNESSON during the upcoming weeks and expressed his admiration for the 
fast Icelandic application.

4. Consideration of the programme and the draft agenda of the Interparliamentary 
Meeting

 Nominations of first EP speakers

Mr GALLAGHER said that in the light of Iceland's application for EU membership, 
the main item on the agenda was an exchange of views on upcoming accession 
negotiations and the future parliamentary relations between the European Parliament 
and the Althingi as well as the Lisbon Treaty - the role of the EP and the national 
parliaments. In accordance with normal procedures, a Joint Parliamentary Committee 
was to be set up by the EP and the applicant country. As soon as the EP and the 
Althingi have agreed on setting up a JPC, the two parliaments will draw up the 
modalities for this joint parliamentary body.

The Foreign Minister of Iceland had indicated his availability for attending the IPM
on 16 November, but to be confirmed. The Cabinet of Commissioner Rehn and the 
Swedish Presidency had also been contacted in order to invite the Commissioner and 
a high level representative from the Swedish Presidency to brief members on the state 
of affairs on the Icelandic application.

Due to lack of time, members wanting to contribute as first EP-speakers at the 
meeting were asked to address the secretariat.

5. Any other business

No other business was raised.

6. Next meeting

The next IPM is to be held in Brussels on 16 November from 15.00-18.30.

Mr GALLAGHER thanked everyone for coming and closed the meeting at 11h 20.
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