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Draft Minutes

Opening of the meeting

1. The President of the EEA JPC, Mr Harry Quaderer, opened the meeting and 
welcomed the participants to Trondheim. 

Adoption of the Draft Agenda (1093975)

2. The agenda was adopted.

Election of the Vice-President of the EEA JPC

3. The President announced that a new European Parliament delegation had been 
appointed after the European Parliament elections in June and due to those changes a 
new Vice-President, from the European Parliament side, had to be elected. He
proposed the head of the EP delegation, Mr Pat the Cope Gallagher, as Vice-
President, which the Committee agreed to unanimously.

Approval of the minutes of the 32nd meeting of the EEA JPC (1091822) 

4. The minutues from the latest meeting in Strasbourg in March were adopted.

Development of the EEA Agreement and follow up to resolutions adopted at the 
32nd meeting of the EEA Joint Parliamentary Committee

5. In his intervention, Mr Michael Sahlin, Ambassador of Sweden in Norway, 
put an emphasis on energy and climate change issues which were currently of primary 
importance for all our countries and, in the run-up to the UN Climate Change 
Conference in Copenhagen in December 2009. He said that in its upcoming meeting 
the EEA Council would reiterate the importance of the Climate and Energy Package 
agreed by the EU in December 2008 and underline that this Package could contribute 
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significantly to a successful outcome of the Copenhagen Conference. In this respect 
he also welcomed progress made on the Renewables Directive which was to be
incorporated into the EEA Agreement. The speaker then commented on the new 
financial environment which was being shaped in response to the financial crisis, 
welcoming the progress made in better cooperation and exchange of information in 
the tax area and elsewhere following the Spring G20. The speaker mentioned the need 
for a coordinated and comprehensive action to restore global growth, and to rebuild 
confidence in the financial markets and the importance of promoting synergy, 
solidarity and cooperation at European level. He said that at the upcoming EEA 
Council, Ministers would welcome the proposals on the EU side for legislation 
establishing a European Systemic Risk Board and proposals for the European System 
of Financial Supervisors. He then went on to comment on the negotiations on the new 
financial mechanisms and expressed his hope for a speedy conclusion of those.

6. In his speech, Mr Helge Skaara, representing the EFTA President of the EEA 
Council and the EEA Joint Committee, said that the most topical subjects within the 
EEA at this point in time were related to the financial situation and the preparations 
for the upcoming meeting on climate change in Copenhagen in December. He said 
that measures to restore confidence in financial markets were of utmost importance. 
He said that during the financial crisis many had experienced how closely integrated 
the financial markets were throughout the EEA and that from the very beginning of 
the downturn appreciated the lead was taken by the European Union in developing 
appropriate responses to it and we have made special efforts to monitor the EU policy 
making process carefully and to participate in it whenever relevant. He said that 
another challenge would be to find the most efficient exit strategies. As for climate 
change the speaker said that the Copenhagen meeting was drawing nearer with the 
most important contribution being the Energy and Climate Change Package, which 
included directives on the revised Emission Trading Scheme (the ETS), carbon 
capture and storage and renewable energy. How these issues would be taken on board 
the EEA was being considered. As for EEA acts, the speaker said that the long 
outstanding Food Law Package which has been delayed due to parliamentary 
procedures in Iceland would hopefully be finalised soon. Another topic raised was the 
proposal for a new Consumer’s right Directive. Mr Skaara then touched upon the 
question of access of EEA EFTA citizens to positions in the European Commission’s 
Executive Agencies and the negotiations on the financial contributions by the EEA 
EFTA States to the economic and social cohesion in Europe after April 2009. The 
speaker concluded by addressing issues raised by the Committee in recent meetings, 
one of which was the request for more analytical reports from the EEA Joint 
Committee. Mr Skaara expressed his understanding of this issue and hoped that in 
next year the Joint Committee would have produced a report that was more in line 
with the committee’s request.

7. Mr Lars-Olof Hollner, representing the President-in-Office of the EEA Joint 
Committee, said that so far this year, the EEA Joint Committee had managed to adopt 
119 Decisions, incorporating 213 new legal acts into the EEA Agreement, some of 
those very important ones. He then went on to elaborate on three decisions in 
particular. The first concerning the incorporation of the services directive; the second 
one concerning the decision on customs security measures; and the third one 
concerning the incorporation of the regulation of the European satellite navigation 
programmes (EGNOS and Galileo) into the EEA agreement. Mr Hollner also 
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commented on the food law package and said that the Commission welcomed that 
Iceland would be in a position to finalise their constitutional requirement procedures 
in a very short timeframe, slowly eliminating the backlog of food law legislation, 
which had built up. He then used the opportunity to provide this Committee with a 
state-of-play of the negotiations on the future financial contributions from the EEA 
EFTA States to economic and social cohesion. 

8. Mr Sanderud, President of the EFTA Surveillance Authority, started his 
presentation by commenting on Iceland’s application for EU membership and the 
Authority’s cooperation with the Commission regarding this. He then went on to 
discuss the way in which the work of the Authority was influenced by the impact of 
the financial and economic crisis, not least in the case of Iceland. He said that the 
Authority has received 11 complaints pertaining to the Icelandic banking crisis and 
that these were being dealt with and given a lot of attention. The recapitalisation of 
banks also raises important State aid issues which preoccupied the Authority. In this 
context the speaker mentioned that Norway has introduced two financial packages 
directed towards the banks and the financial sector. As for recent cases concerning 
Iceland the speaker mentioned the construction of an aluminium plant on Helguvik
and related tax measures. As for Liechtenstein he said that the Authority recently 
decided to bring Liechtenstein before the EFTA Court for failure to implement the 
Cross-border Mergers Directive. The Authority had also opened a state aid 
investigation regarding Liechtenstein’s taxation of investment companies. Turning to 
Norway the speaker said that the Authority had recently concluded a state aid 
investigation concerning the establishment of Mesta AS, a state owned Norwegian 
road construction-company and also decided to close its examination of the 
Norwegian General Application Act. Mr Sanderud concluded his presentation by 
saying that the latest scoreboard showed considerable improved performance by all 
the three EFTA States.

9. In the ensuing debate on the statements of the specially invited guests the 
following Committee members took the floor: Mr Hansen enquired about the 
negotiations on the new financial mechanisms and commented on the effects of the 
Lisbon Treaty; Ms Stihler commented on the Consumer Protection directive; Mr 
Quaderer commented on tax-treaties; Mr Sigurdsson commented on the food law 
package; Mr Rübig discussed taxation issues; and Ms Gunnarsdóttir commented on 
financial services directives and their applicability in the current banking crisis in 
Iceland; 

Iceland-EU relations: Recent developments

10. Mr Sigurdsson gave a statement about Iceland’s relations with the EU in the 
months that had passed since Iceland had applied for membership in July. He listed 
the major milestones in the membership process and explained the general political 
background to the political parties’ stance towards both EU membership and the 
Icesave-dispute. The statement sparked a lively debate, in which the following 
participants spoke: Mr Sahlin enquired about the Icesave-dispute; Mr Astrup asked 
about the Iceland’s EU application process and possible implications for the EEA; Mr 
Hollner commented on Iceland and the future prospects of the EEA as did Mr 
Sanderud and Mr Sahlin; Mr Hansen commented on EU’s Common Fisheries Policy 
and possible new members of the EEA; Mr Rübig commented on EU’s information 
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strategy; Mr Gallagher spoke of Iceland’s application process and the most difficult 
chapters to be negotiated between the EU and Iceland; Ms Stihler commented on the 
Common Fisheries Policy and the prospects for an EU-Iceland Joint Parliamentary 
Committee; Mr Gunnlaugsson made a statement on the Icesave-dispute between 
Iceland and the United Kingdom and Netherlands and EU’s handling of the 
disagreement; Mr Skaara commented on Andorra’s possible interest in the EEA; Ms 
Gustavsen enquired about the benefits of the EEA for Iceland; Mr Sigurdsson 
commented on the political situation in Iceland and the public opinion as did Ms 
Bjarnadóttir in her statement; and finally, Mr Gullvåg commented on the Common 
Fisheries Policy and Iceland.

Consideration of the draft report on The EEA and the Global Financial Crisis: 
Promoting recovery (1094908)

11. Mr Emil Steffensen, Deputy Director General, The Financial Supervisory 
Authority of Norway, gave an overview of the global financial crisis, the way in 
which it has affected banking institutions and financial authorities in EEA member 
states and the lessons that were being drawn to prevent such crisis to occur again. Mr 
Rübig commented on the Tobin-tax and the effects the current crisis had on EU 
member states’ budgets; and Ms Stihler commented on investment policies.

Global Financial crisis and Financial Supervision in the EU: the de Larosiere 
Report

12. The EFTA co-rapporteur, Mr Sigurdsson introduced his draft report where he 
among other things commented on the way financial system were structurally faulted 
and also on the shortcomings of adequate legal framework for addressing the recent 
crisis. In his statement Mr Rübig, the European Parliament co-rapporteur, focused on 
the macro-economic situation and the global economic context in which the roots of 
the financial crisis were found. In the debate that followed Mr Quaderer commented 
on the conduct of U.S. banks and the Icelandic banks; Mr Hansen spoke of the 
Norwegian financial crisis in the 1980s, the Euro and better regulatory framework; 
Ms Stihler elaborated on the need for a global framework to stem another financial 
crisis; Ms Gadient spoke of the situation in Switzerland; Mr Hollner commented on 
the relevant EEA regulatory framework; Mr Gunnlaugsson elaborated on that the 
relevant EU directives had not taken a total collapse of the banking sector in one 
country into account; and Mr Astrup commented on the resolution text.

Consideration of the draft report on Labour Market Issues in the EEA: Posted 
Workers and the Freedom to Provide Services (1094912)

13. Mr Gullvåg introduced his report and addressed the existing directives framing 
the issue of posted workers and service providers. The other co-rapporteur, Ms 
Stihler, made a statement where she discussed the various ECJ rulings and the way 
those had undermined the application of the existing rules and regulations. Mr 
Widmer commented on the free movement of workers; Mr Hollner commented on the 
European Parliament’s in this respect and the next steps that the Commission has 
advocated; and Mr Gullvåg concluded by emphasising the importance of transparency 
and fair comptetition.
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Consideration of the working document The EEA and regional cooperation: 
Multilevel governance and reform of local and regional policies in the EU and the 
EEA (1094911)

14. Mr Hansen introduced his working document and emphasised the challenges 
that face local and regional authorities in the EEA-EFTA States when it comes to 
implementation of EEA legislation. He also elaborated on the main EU regional 
policies and the way local authorities in the EFTA States could strengthen their 
cooperation with the EU Committee of the Regions with the establishment of a forum 
for local and regional authorities. The draftsman proposed to bring this issue up at the 
next EEA JPC meeting as a full report. Mr Gadient commented on possible Swiss 
participation in such a forum and said that the relevant Cantonal body in Switzerland 
had voted against such participation, mainly due the costs involved. Mr Sigurdsson 
welcomed the establishment of such a forum but regretted that Switzerland would not 
participate. Mr Astrup commented on the funding of regional policies and Mr Widmer 
stated his disappointment that the Swiss Cantons did not want to participate in the 
forum. Mr Rübig enquired about the EEA-EFTA States’ cooperation with the 
Committee of the Regions to which Mr Sigurdsson replied, and Mr Gallagher said 
that the Committee’s opinion on these matters should be stated at the next meeting.

Vote on the draft resolutions

15. The draft resolutions on The EEA and the Global Financial Crisis: Promoting 
recovery and Labour Market Issues in the EEA: Posted Workers and the Freedom to 
Provide Services were adopted unanimously without amendments.

Future work of the EEA JPC

16. The President recited discussions in the Bureau earlier in the day where 
suggestions for themes at the next meeting had focused on the regular Annual Report 
on the functioning on the EEA and the EEA and Regional cooperation. There had also 
been suggestions on discussing the Lisbon Treaty and during the current meeting 
there had been suggestions to discuss the Common Fisheries Policy and the EEA. The 
President said that with the capacity of the Committee in mind, it should focus on 
three substance reports and suggested the Annual report; Regional policies and the 
EEA; and the Common Fisheries Policy. As for the Lisbon Treaty, this was a very 
topical and interesting topic but should be discussed at the autumn meeting. The 
proposals were agreed to.

Any other business

17. No other business was raised.

Next meeting

18. The President said that the next meeting would be in Vaduz, Liechtenstein in 
spring 2010. The exact date of the meeting would have to be announced at a later 
date. The meeting was closed.

_____________________________
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Ref. 1093975
                                                                                                        19 October 2009

Brussels

33RD MEETING OF THE EEA JOINT PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE

Hotel Britannia, Trondheim, Norway
Meeting room 5

Wednesday 28 October 2009, 09.00 – 17.00

AGENDA

1. Opening of the meeting

2. Adoption of the Draft Agenda (1093975)

3. Election of the Vice-President of the EEA JPC

4. Approval of the minutes of the 32nd meeting of the EEA JPC (1091822) 

5. Development of the EEA Agreement and follow up to resolutions adopted at the 
32nd meeting of the EEA Joint Parliamentary Committee

Statements by

 Mr Helge SKAARA, Norwegian Mission to the EU, representing the 
President-in-Office of the EEA Council and EEA Joint Committee

 H.E. Mr Michael SAHLIN, Ambassador, Sweden, representing the EU 
President of the EEA Council

 Mr Lars-Olof HOLLNER, European Commission, representing the EU 
President of the EEA Joint Committee

 Mr Per SANDERUD, President of the EFTA Surveillance Authority

Followed by an exchange of views

6. Iceland-EU relations: Recent developments
Introduction by Mr Árni Thór SIGURDSSON (Left Green Movement, Iceland)
Exchange of views

7. Consideration of the draft report on The EEA and the Global Financial Crisis: 
Promoting recovery (1094908)
Co-rapporteurs: Mr Árni Thór SIGURDSSON (Left Green Movement, Iceland)

Mr Paul RÜBIG (EPP, Austria)
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Followed by an exchange of views

8. Global Financial crisis and Financial Supervision in the EU: the de Larosiere 
Report
Guest speaker: Mr Emil Steffensen, Deputy Director General, The Financial 
Supervisory Authority of Norway

9. Consideration of the draft report on Labour Market Issues in the EEA: Posted 
Workers and the Freedom to Provide Services (1094912)
Co-rapporteurs: Mr Steinar GULLVÅG (Labour Party, Norway)

Ms Catherine STIHLER (S&D Group, United Kingdom)

Followed by an exchange of views

10. Consideration of the working document The EEA and regional cooperation: 
Multilevel governance and reform of local and regional policies in the EU and the 
EEA (1094911)
Rapporteur: Ms Rigmoor AASRUD (Labour Party, Norway)

Followed by an exchange of views

11. Vote on the draft resolutions

12. Future work of the EEA JPC

13. Any other business

14. Next meeting
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Brussels

33RD MEETING OF THE EEA JOINT PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE

Hotel Britannia, Trondheim, Norway
Meeting room X
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Draft List of Participants

Iceland 

Mr Árni Thór Sigurdsson Left- Green Movement

Ms Valgerdur Bjarnadóttir Social Democratic Alliance

Mr Sigmundur D. Gunnlaugsson Progress Party

Ms Thorgerdur K. Gunnarsdóttir Independence Party

Ms Jónína Rós Gudmundsdóttir Social Democratic Alliance

Ms Sigrún Brynja Einarsdóttir Secretary to the delegation

Liechtenstein

Mr Harry Quaderer,
President of the EEA JPC

Patriotic Union

Mr Helmuth Büchel Progressive Citizens’ Party

Ms Sandra Gerber-Leuenberger Secretary to the delegation
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Norway

Mr Svein Roald Hansen Labour Party

Mr Kåre Simensen Labour Party

Mr Steinar Gullvåg Labour Party

Ms Irene Johansen Labour Party

Ms Gina Knutson Barstad Socialist Left

Ms Laila Gustavsen Labour Party

Mr Nikolai Astrup Conservative

Ms Laila Marie Reiertsen Progress Party

Mr Thomas Strømme Secretary to the delegation

Ms Merethe Elvestad Secretary to the delegation

European Parliament

Mr Pat the Cope Gallagher
Vice-President of the EEA JPC

Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for 
Europe, Ireland

Ms Zuzana Brzobohatá Group of the Progressive Alliance of 
Socialists and Democrats, Czech Republic

Mr Paul Rübig Group of the European People’s Party, 
Austria

Ms Catherine Stihler Group of the Progressive Alliance of 
Socialists and Democrats, United Kingdom

Ms Sabine Wils European United Left/Nordic Green Left, 
Germany

Observers
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Switzerland

Ms Brigitta Gadient Civic Democratic Party of Switzerland

Ms Kathy Riklin Christian Democratic Party

Mr Hans Widmer Social Democratic Party

Ms Marlies Bänziger Swiss Green Party

Ms Celine Nerny Secretary to the delegation

Speakers

Mr Helge Skaara Norwegian Mission to the EU, representing 
the President-in-office of the EEA Council 
and the EEA Joint Committee

Mr Michael Sahlin Swedish Ambassador to Norway, 
representing the EU Presidency of the EEA 
Council

Mr Lars-Olof Hollner European Commission, representing the EU 
Presidency of the EEA Joint Committee

Mr Per Sanderud President of the EFTA Surveillance 
Authority

Mr Emil Steffensen Deputy Director General, The Financial 
Supervisory Authority of Norway

EEA JPC Staff

Mr Andri Lúthersson Officer, ECD, EFTA Secretariat

Ms Margrethe Saxegaard Officer, ECD, EFTA Secretariat

Mr Henrik Olsen Head of Secretariat

Ms Annie d'Agosto Administrative Assistant

Other observers and guests
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Mr Lars Erik Nordgaard Director, EEA Coordination Division

Ms Marja Liisa Peltola EEA Consultative Committee, Co-Chair

Ms Miriam Schoeps Political Advisor, ALDE (Liberal)Group 
of the European Parliament

Mr Rune Bjåstad Counsellor, Mission of Norway to the EU
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E U R O P E A N  E C O N O M I C  A R E A
J O I N T  P A R L I A M E N T A R Y  

C O M M I T T E E

33RD MEETING OF THE EEA JOINT PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE

Trondheim, Norway

RESOLUTIONS

Adopted pursuant to Rules 11 and 13 of the Rules of Procedure, 
at the 33rd  meeting of the Joint Parliamentary Committee

in Trondheim, 28 October 2009

Resolution: The EEA and the Global Financial Crisis: Promoting recovery (1094908)
Co-rapporteurs: Mr Árni Thór SIGURDSSON (Left Green Movement, Iceland)

Mr Paul RÜBIG (EPP, Austria)

adopted unanimously 

Resolution: Labour Market Issues in the EEA: Posted Workers and the Freedom 
to Provide Services (1094912)

Co-rapporteurs: Mr Steinar GULLVÅG (Labour Party, Norway)
Ms Catherine STIHLER (S&D Group, United Kingdom)

adopted unanimously
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RESOLUTION

on

The EEA and the Global Financial Crisis: Promoting recovery

The Joint Parliamentary Committee of the European Economic Area:

A. mindful that the consequences of the global financial crisis in the EEA risk 
undermining the viability of the single market,

B. mindful of the EEA Agreement, Art. 1, which states that the Agreement aims to 
promote a continuous and balanced strengthening of trade and economic relations 
between the Contracting Parties with equal conditions of competition, and the 
respect of the same rules, with a view to creating a homogeneous European 
Economic Area,

C. mindful that the 3 EEA EFTA States have adopted all EU Directives relating to 
financial services and consumer protection, including EU Directive 94/19/EEC on 
Deposit Guarantee Schemes,

D. noting the European Parliament’s report on the Crisis at the Equitable Life society 
(adopted 28 March 2007) which called for urgent revision of the Deposit 
Guarantees Directive,

E. recalling the de Larosière Group report on Financial Supervision in the EU from 
25 February 2009,

F. noting the Communication from the Commission on European financial 
supervision (27 May 2009); the conclusions from the Brussels European Council 
on 18/19 June 2009; and the proposals from the informal meeting of EU Heads of 
State or Government in Brussels on 17 September 2009.

1. Highlights that EU Directive 94/19/EEC on Deposit Guarantee Schemes provides 
for each Member State to ensure within its territory the introduction of and 
official recognition of one or more deposit guarantee schemes to which credit 
institutions are required to belong, thus ensuring that the main elements of the 
deposit guarantee schemes are harmonised across the EEA;

2. emphasises the Directive’s lack of clarity over the legal obligations of 
governments if national guarantee funds, which are funded by contributions from 
relevant credit institutions, do not suffice for payments following a banking 
crisis, and more importantly if an entire banking system of a country collapses;

3. underlines that the shortcomings of the Directive became apparent in October 
2008 when the banking crisis in Iceland spilled over to the economies of other 
EEA States;

4. urges wide reforms to the organisation of Deposit Guarantee Schemes in the 
Member States that take into account the needs and interests of all EEA member 
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states, most notably strengthening measures to reinforce depositor, investor and 
policy holder protection, covering the overall adequacy and scope of a broad 
range of existing financial market directives;

5. regrets that significant pressure seems to have been employed during discussions 
with the International Monetary Fund to pressurize Icelandic authorities to reach 
a common understanding on the interpretation of legal obligations with respect to 
deposit guarantees in the European Economic Area; 

6. emphasises that the crisis has highlighted that the approach to bank passporting, 
which allows banks to establish branches in any EEA country on the basis of the 
home country license, requires further review; and urges the strengthening of the 
supervisory powers of host country regulators, and cooperation at the European 
level under European-wide processes to assess the effectiveness of home country 
supervision; 

7. calls on the relevant authorities to pay specific attention to the extraordinary 
circumstances created by the financial crisis and to the challenges this poses on 
the good functioning of the EEA Agreement;

8. welcomes the EU Heads of State or Government conclusions that the current 
financial crisis has revealed the importance of introducing to the European 
supervisory architecture an approach to monitor and assess risks to the stability 
of the financial system as a whole, alongside improved supervision of individual 
financial institutions;

9. emphasises that the overarching goal of reforms should be the closing of gaps 
and ensure that the whole financial sector is subject to supervision and 
regulation, and that regulation between different segments of the market is 
mutually consistent and that all relevant financial actors and all types of financial 
instruments need to be subject to appropriate regulation and oversight;

10. welcomes the Commission’s revision of EU Directive 94/19/EEC, especially in 
light of the experience gained from the collapse of the Icelandic banks; and 
welcomes the amendments to Directive 94/19/EEC from earlier this year on 
funding levels and payments as positive steps; 

11. fully endorses the Commission’s proposal to improve risk management in 
financial firms and align pay incentives with sustainable performance; and 
encourages legislative proposals to include remuneration schemes within the 
scope of prudential oversight to be realised as soon as possible.

12. welcomes the de Larosière Group report’s recommendations concerning the 
regulation of Credit Rating Agencies (CRAs); warns that the regulation of CRAs 
should not produce a false sense of security among financial institutions; and 
highlights that sensible internal assessments and mechanisms should be the 
foundation for sound business decisions;

13. urges further strengthening of the system of crisis management under stronger 
burden sharing measures in accordance with the recommendations of the de 
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Larosière Group, especially in cases where the impact of Europe-wide crisis is 
concentrated disproportionately on certain economies;

14. emphasises the importance of central banks of both EU and EEA States outside 
the euro zone be given the opportunity to participate in the European Systemic 
Risk Council; and warns that if the EEA EFTA States do not actively participate 
from the outset in the EU macro-prudential supervisory structure this would 
diminish the effectiveness of EEA-wide coordination; 

15. assumes the participation of all EEA EFTA States as observers in any change in 
the current regulatory and supervisory architecture in the EU; and highlights that 
experts from all EEA EFTA States should be invited as observers in the 
appropriate authorities within the new European System of Financial Supervision 
in addition to being present in the foreseen European Systemic Risk Council;

16. notes the Commission’s proposals that national authorities be mandated to adopt 
legally binding standards in relation to supervisory authorities; highlights that at 
national level, supervisory authorities have different mandates and are not always 
empowered to adopt laws and regulations; warns that it might be a challenge to 
give the EU authorities the mandate to adopt decisions that are binding on the 
national supervisory authorities; and emphasises that this would pose a legal 
challenge to the EEA EFTA States as long as they are not included in the 
decision-making process.
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RESOLUTION

on

Labour Market Issues in the EEA: Posted Workers and the Freedom to Provide 
Services

The European Economic Area Joint Parliamentary Committee:

A. Mindful of the need to protect local workforces and host service providers 
from social dumping while at the same time not infringing the freedom to 
provide services or the mobility of labour,

B. mindful of the importance of that within a given territory, competition shall 
take place under the same terms and conditions for all service providers 
irrespective of which EEA State they operate in, thereby contributing towards 
the aims of the Lisbon Agenda and of the upwards harmonisation of living and 
working conditions, which would also ensure that discrimination along the 
lines of nationality is overcome,

1. urges that the Posting of Workers Directive (PWD) should be 
reviewed with a view to bringing it into line with the Temporary 
Agency Work (TAW) Directive, with the general principle being 
equal treatment from day one of the assignment,

2. underlines that terms and conditions of employment should be 
governed by the legislation or collective agreement – national, 
sectoral or company – in force at the place of work; and where no 
collective agreement or legislation applies, the user company 
should be under obligation to supply details of terms and 
conditions of employment in force in the company to the service 
provider,

3. emphasises that the protection of wages and conditions of 
employment for local workforces against competition form cheap 
labour from abroad shall be recognised as constituting an 
‘overriding reason of public interest’ with respect to collective 
action if the abovementioned principles are not adhered to,

4. urges that user companies shall be under an obligation to inform 
the service provider of the terms and conditions of employment in 
force at the place of work of posted workers in good time prior to 
the commencement of the posting; emphasises that posted 
workers should be informed of these; and underlines that these 
terms and conditions should be written into the contract between 
the user and the service provider along with details of the work to 
be done and the duration of the posting,
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5. emphasises that copies of contracts should be kept by both 
companies and provided to the workers to be posted, and that 
records of timesheets should be kept at the place of work of 
posted workers, combined these can form the basis of 
documentation that can be made available to the national 
authorities of the host state for monitoring purposes to ensure 
compliance with national employment legislation and collective 
agreements in force,

6. recommends that to assist in the monitoring of the use of posted 
workers, trade unions and/or employee representation bodies 
present in the workplace to which workers are posted shall be 
informed of the use of any posted workers in their workplace, and 
of the terms and conditions of their employment, including the 
number used and the duration of their employment,

7. underlines that the European social partners’ agreement to 
establish a European observatory on cross-border temporary 
agency worker activities shall be broadened to include all posted 
workers in order to facilitate an exchange of information that 
would help protect posted workers and combat any abusive 
recourse to them by user companies.

8. urges that EU social partner, national and workplace monitoring 
of posted workers shall form the basis of reports to the 
Commission and facilitate better administrative co-operation and 
exchange of information between EEA States, as outlined in the 
Commission’s 2008 Draft Recommendation, to ensure that EEA 
States are correctly implementing the PWD; and recommends that 
where this is not the case, infringement proceedings should be 
initiated where necessary.


