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The EU parliament press service quoted Kristalina Georgieva as saying that Brussels will continue the 
dialogue not only with the official Minsk but also with the civil society of Belarus via student and cultural 
exchange programs and the promotion of business contacts.

In turn, Kristian Vigenin, head of the Bulgarian delegation of the EU parliament in EuroNest (the 
parliamentary dimension of the Eastern Partnership Initiative), remarked that EU structures – the 
Council, the Commission and the parliament – should work out a common strategy to complement each 
other’s efforts. “We need a roadmap, not recommendations but an action plant to foster reforms,” he 
said.

Some Polish parliamentarians said that the European Union should tie economic aid to Belarus to 
democratic changes in the country.

There is speculation that MEPs will propose that Borys be included in Minsk’s delegation.
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Minsk, 25 February. A delegation of the European Parliament is expected to arrive in Minsk late on 
Thursday to study the situation in the country. The fact-finding mission will stay in Belarus between 
February 25 and 27. The delegation will be led by Bulgarian MEP Kristian Vigenin and also will include 
Finnish MEP Heidi Hautala, Poland's Jacek Protasiewicz and Lithuania's Justas Paleckis. While in 
Minsk, the MEPs will meet with Belarusian lawmakers, opposition politicians and civil society activists, 
the secretariat of the European Parliament's Delegation for Relations with Belarus told BelaPAN. The 
delegation's findings are expected to help the European Parliament decide on Belarus' representation 
on the EU-Neighborhood East Parliamentary Assembly. Since the EU did not recognize Belarus' 2008 
parliamentary elections as democratic, it may consider the inclusion of not only lawmakers but also 
opposition politicians in the country's delegation to the Assembly.

The European Parliament will take the findings into account while voting on a resolution on the situation 
in Belarus at a session in Strasbourg between March 8 and 11. The European Parliament was originally 
expected to hold the vote at a part-session in Brussels on February 25. However, the Parliament's 
Social and Communist groups blocked the vote, saying that the resolution should be adopted after the 
delegation's visit. By Maryna Rakhlei, BelaPAN 
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A European Parliament delegation is due in Belarus today for a three-day fact-finding mission. The visit 
comes amid strained ties between Belarus and the European Union over Minsk’s treatment of its ethnic 
Polish minority.



The delegation is expected to meet government officials, as well as representatives of the opposition 
and civil society.

Based on its findings it will issue a report expected to be key for an upcoming European Parliament 
resolution on the human rights situation in Belarus.

"The results and impressions that the delegation comes back with will have an important meaning 
insofar as the position of the parliament is concerned," delegation member Justas Paleckis told 
RFE/RL’s Belarus Service ahead of the visit.

That resolution is expected to focus on recent action by Belarusian police against an unofficial Polish 
cultural organization, the Union of Poles in Belarus (ZPB).

The group was evicted from its office buildings near Minsk earlier this month and police have also briefly 
detained a number of its activists.

On Monday, EU foreign ministers said they were "concerned" about those moves and said they 
constituted a setback in the EU’s relationship with Belarus.

ZPB chairwoman Andzelika Borys was in Brussels this week for a series of meeting with European 
parliamentarians.

The delegation’s report will also include recommendations for the composition of Belarus’s delegation to 
the so-called Euronest parliamentary assembly.

That is the planned parliamentary component of the EU’s eastern partnership, which is aimed at 
boosting ties with six countries — Ukraine, Moldova, Armenia, Azerbaijan, and Georgia, as well as 
Belarus.
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While in Minsk the European MPs are expected to meet with Nina Mazai, Chairperson of the 
International Affairs and National Security Commission of the Council of the Republic of the National 
Assembly of Belarus, and Sergei Maskevich, Chairman of the International Affairs and CIS Relations 
Commission of the House of Representatives of the National Assembly. The meeting will take place at 
the National Library on 26 February.

Apart from that, the members of the European Parliament plan to meet with representatives of Belarus’ 
Central Election Commission. There are also plans to communicate with Belarusian NGOs and 
communities of the national minorities that live in Belarus.

The delegation is led by Bulgarian parliamentarian, head of the European Parliament’s delegation in 
EuroNest, representative of the socialist faction Kristian Vigenin. The delegation also includes head of 
the sub-committee on human rights Heidi Hautala (the green faction, Finland), head of the delegation for 
relations with Belarus Jacek Protasiewicz (the liberal faction, Poland), Lithuanian delegate, rapporteur 
on Belarus of the Foreign Affairs Justas Paleckis.

The meeting of the European and Belarusian MPs is expected to focus on the format the Belarusian 
delegation will participate in EuroNest (the Parliamentary Assembly of the Eastern Partnership 
Initiative). Earlier representatives of some European Union bodies said that unlike delegations of other 
partnering countries only some of the EuroNest seats can be granted to members of the Belarusian 
parliament. In turn, the Belarusian side made it clear that the format is not acceptable and is 
discriminatory.
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Taking part in the discussion were Sergei Maskevich and Nina Mazai, Chairwoman of the Council of 
the Republic’s permanent commission for international affairs and national security. The format of 
Belarus’ participation in the EURONEST Parliamentary Assembly of the Eastern Partnership Initiative 
was top of the agenda at the talks.
“The meeting was fruitful and basically constructive, though charged with emotion, as the issue under 
discussion was a matter of principle and each side had its own point of view,” Sergei Maskevich said. In 
his opinion, the discussion gave the European MPs more grounds to revise their stance on the 
“curtailed” format of Belarus’ participation in the EURONEST. “However, they are unlikely to change 
their position in the near term,” Sergei Maskevich said.
The Belarusian parliamentarians insist that the format suggested by the European Parliament is 
discriminatory and unacceptable. Belarus is not going to back down from its initial demand to take part 
in the EURONEST on an equal basis with the MPs from the other six states, insisting that Belarus’ 
parliamentary delegation should consist of ten representatives of the National Assembly.
At the same time, the both sides expressed determination to find a format of Belarus’ 
participation in the EURONEST that will be acceptable for the both sides. It does not matter if the 
solution is not found immediately. “Anyway, nobody wants the existing disagreements to affect 
the work of the Eastern Partnership project,” Sergei Maskevich underlined.
The final decision on the format of Belarus’ participation in the Parliamentary Assembly of the Eastern 
Partnership should be made at the constitutive meeting of the EURONEST in Brussels on 24 March. 
“The participants of the meeting will voice a consensual position of the six states),” the member of the 
Belarusian parliament said.
Sergei Maskevich pointed out that the recent meeting is the first official meeting in the history of the 
National Assembly and the European Parliament. It marked the beginning of a new bilateral dialogue.
The delegation of the European Parliament was on a visit in Minsk on 26-27 February. The delegation 
was led by Bulgarian parliamentarian, head of the European Parliament’s delegation in EuroNest, 
Kristian Vigenin. The delegation also includes head of the sub-committee on human rights Heidi 
Hautala, head of the delegation for relations with Belarus Jacek Protasiewicz, Lithuanian delegate, 
rapporteur on Belarus of the Foreign Affairs Justas Paleckis.
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Minsk, 26 February. A visiting delegation of European Parliament members met with Lidziya 
Yarmoshyna, head of the Belarusian central election commission, and Mikalay Lazavik, the 
commission’s secretary, in Minsk on Friday to discuss the country’s electoral regulations. “The 
conversation focused mainly on matters related to the amendments to electoral regulations adopted at 
the end of last year, as well as concerning the application of the regulations in the local elections,” Mr. 
Lazavik told BelaPAN. According to Mr. Lazavik, the MEPs asked questions about regulations
governing, among other matters, the establishment of election commissions, campaigning conditions, 
the nomination of candidates by political parties and candidates’ access to the media. “We said that the 
amendments to electoral regulations took into account the OSCE’s proposals,” the official stressed.

The European Parliament members reportedly described their task as talking to representatives of the 
government and non-governmental organizations and concluding whether there are changes in Belarus’ 
social and political climate. “In general, the sides expressed wishes and hopes for the development of 
relations between Belarus and the European Union,” Mr. Lazavik said. The delegation arrived in Minsk 
late on Thursday and will leave the country on February 27. It is led by Bulgarian MEP Kristian Vigenin
and also includes Finnish MEP Heidi Hautala, Poland's Jacek Protasiewicz and Lithuania's Justas 
Paleckis. The delegation's findings are expected to help the European Parliament decide on Belarus' 
representation on the EU-Neighborhood East Parliamentary Assembly. Since the EU did not recognize 
Belarus' 2008 parliamentary elections as democratic, it may consider the inclusion of not only 
lawmakers but also opposition politicians in the country's delegation to the Assembly. The European 
Parliament will take the findings into account while voting on a resolution on the situation in Belarus at a 
session in Strasbourg between March 8 and 11. The European Parliament was originally expected to 



hold the vote at a part-session in Brussels on February 25. However, the Parliament's Social and 
Communist groups blocked the vote, saying that the resolution should be adopted after the delegation's 
visit. By Syarhey Karalevich, BelaPAN 
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Text of report in English by Belarusian privately-owned news agency Belapan

Minsk, 26 February: A visiting delegation of the European Parliament met Friday [26 February] in Minsk 
with activists of the so-called unofficial Union of Poles in Belarus (UPB).

The meeting lasted more than three hours, with the union being represented by Andrey Pachobut, 
chairperson of the UPB Main Council, and Teresa Sobal, chairperson of the UPB chapter in Ivyanets, a 
city in Valozhyn District, Minsk Region, UPB spokesman Ihar Bantser told Belapan.

"Our activists gave a detailed, chronological and reasoned account of the conflict over the Polish House 
in Ivyanets and authorities' actions regarding the unregistered UPB in the context of the general 
situation in Belarus, which is characterized by violations of citizens' rights and liberties," Mr Bantser said.

The MEPs were handed documents and photographs as evidence of the union's attempts to legalize its 
activities and normalize its relations with the Belarusian authorities, Mr Bantser noted.

The European Parliament delegation arrived in Minsk late on Thursday and will leave the country on 27 
February. It is led by Bulgarian MEP Kristian Vigenin and also includes Heidi Hautala of Finland, Jacek 
Protasiewicz of Poland and Justas Paleckis of Lithuania.

Teresa Sobal, the ousted manager of the Polish House in Ivyanets, faces a criminal charge for allegedly 
misappropriating funds provided by the leadership of the then single UPB in 2004.

According to Ms Sobal, the charge against her came after she accused local government officials of 
falsifying the process of nominating delegates to a general conference of the "official" (registered) UPB, 
which took place in Hrodna in September 2009.

Police took control of the Polish House in Ivyanets in a surprise raid on 8 February. After Ms Sobal and 
other UPB members were ordered out, court officers took an inventory of the contents of the building 
and sealed it up.

Stanislaw Burachewski, manager of Ivyanet House of Culture, was elected chairperson of the UPB 
chapter in Ivyanets and manager of the local Polish House at a meeting of residents held at the House 
of Culture on January 21, with the leadership of the "official" UPB in attendance. However, at a meeting 
simultaneously held at the Polish House, more than 150 local UPB members almost unanimously voted 
for the re-election of Ms Sobal.

Source: Belapan news agency, Minsk, in English 1707 gmt 26 Feb 10

ab8cc1a5

Document BBCUKB0020100226e62q00105

Belarus’ opposition leaders flatly oppose National Assembly’s full-fledged membership in 
EURONEST PA
236 words



27 February 2010
BelaPAN
BELAEN
English
Copyright 2010 BelaPAN. All Rights Reserved. 

Minsk, 27 February. Belarusian opposition leaders flatly oppose the National Assembly’s full-fledged 
membership in EU-Neighborhood East Parliamentary Assembly (EURONEST PA), Anatol Lyabedzka, 
leader of United Civic Party, told BelaPAN following a meeting with a visiting delegation of the European 
Parliament. Mr. Lyabedzka said that the matter had been discussed at the meeting with the MEPs, 
which he noted lasted more than three hours on Friday.“But we are ready to agree to the proposal that 
there should be five government officials and five opposition activists in the EURONEST PA,” he said. “I 
think that it would be a concession on the part of both the European Parliament and the Belarusian 
opposition.”Bulgarian MEP Kristian Vigenin, who led the European Parliament's delegation to Minsk, 
pledged that the country’s opposition would have representatives in the institution that is scheduled to 
start operation on March 24, Mr. Lyabedzka said.

The MEPs know the situation in Belarus very well, sharing the opposition’s opinion that there are 
political prisoners in the country, he said. “Besides, they are very worried about the situation regarding 
the Polish minority in Belarus,” the politician noted.Apart from Mr. Lyabedzka, the Belarusian delegation 
to the meeting included Alyaksandr Kazulin, Syarhey Kalyakin, Alyaksey Yanukevich, Mikalay 
Statkevich, Vital Rymashewski, Anatol Lyawkovich and Yury Hlushakow. By Syarhey Karalevich, 
BelaPAN 
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Minsk, 28 February. A group of women protesting “unfair” court judgments pronounced against them 
or in cases of their relatives has appealed to Jacek Protasiewicz, head of the European Parliament’s 
delegation for relations with Belarus, to help them embark on a dialogue with the country’s authorities.A 
representative of the group handed over the appeal to Mr. Protasievicz when he visited Minsk as part 
of a European Parliament delegation on Friday.The statement bears signatures of more than 90 women 
from across Belarus, Halina Yubko, one of the women, told BelaPAN.The women complain about the 
refusal of Presidential Administration head Uladzimir Makey to meet with them and the reluctance of 
other officials to take any specific measures in response to their appeals.They say that the authorities 
only give cops-out and pro-forma replies to their “well-grounded” complaints, violating the Belarusian 
constitution’s Article 40 and Article 14 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights.“Moreover, court officials dismiss not only our complaints but also protests issued by officials of 
prosecutor’s offices,” the statement reads.The women say that the country’s judiciary is in a “crisis.” 
“Higher-level courts don’t remedy judicial errors but put a cloak on them, destroying the lives of many 
citizens,” they stress.The group asks Mr. Protasiewicz to raise their woes with the Belarusian authorities. 
By Marat Haravy, BelaPAN 
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The United Pro-democratic Forces is set to hold consultations with MPs representing the 
countries that participate in the European Union's Eastern Partnership, Anatol Lyabedzka, 
chairman of the United Civic Party announced. Reports had it that the speakers of the five national 
legislatures had suggested that the Belarusian delegation should include only members of the 
Belarusian National Assembly and no representatives of the country's opposition. "Their view differs 
from the opinion held by members of the European Parliament that will also be represented in the 
EURONEST PA," Mr. Lyabedzka noted. The politician expressed doubt as to whether the speakers' 
stance is shared by other members of the countries' parliaments. (BelaPAN)




