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Yerevan, 07 May 2012

EP statement press conference of IEOM to Armenia

It is my pleasure to address you as the Chair of the European Parliament delegation,
part of the International Election Observation Mission.

On 18 April, the EP adopted a Recommendation on the negotiations of new the EU-
Armenia Association Agreement. In the recommendation we stressed the importance of 
"democratic, transparent, free and fair competitive elections, which should not only 
manifest themselves in the orderly conduct of the May 2012 elections on the election 
day but also provide plurality, freedom of political discourse, freedom of speech and 
equal access of all political forces to mainstream broadcast media, and freedom of 
assembly and movement during the whole pre- and post- electoral process".

The European Parliament fully subscribes to the statement preliminary findings and 
conclusions just delivered by my colleague Mr De Donnea, Chairman of our 
International Election Observation Mission.

Over the past few days we have heard about and witnessed the progress in the electoral 
process and identified some shortcomings, as presented by Francois-Xavier De Donnea. 
The progress was particularly visible in the electoral campaign, characterized as vibrant, 
competitive and largely peaceful. The access to media was widely respected. 

I cannot stress enough how important it is to see these elections and our preliminary 
findings in the broader context and as the beginning of the process, not the end. Our 
preliminary conclusions today, and the final recommendations of the OSCE/ODIHR 
once they are published, should be taken as the goal to achieve in view of the upcoming 
presidential elections. Rest assured of the support of the European Parliament in this 
endeavour, as I recall that all stakeholders underscored their commitment to hold 
elections in accordance with international standards.

The European Parliament remains committed to strengthening its (and the EU) relations 
with Armenia. We have always been a determined sponsor of the promotion of 
democracy in Armenia and have always declared our readiness to support Armenia's 
progress and reforms, inline with the principle of more for more.

Krzysztof Lisek, MEP, 
on behalf of the EP delegation to IOEM Armenia
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