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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Development calls on the Committee on Fisheries, as the committee 
responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

1. Takes the view that fishing that respects the measures adopted at international, regional 
and national level and that is based on the responsible and sustainable use of resources 
favours economic growth and job creation both within the EU and in developing 
countries, whereas illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing has dramatic 
economic, social and environmental repercussions, and its consequences are especially 
damaging to developing countries in that it impedes the achievement of the Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs), specifically MDGs 1, 7 and 8;

2. Underlines the cross-border nature of fishing activities and the need, in order to combat 
IUU fishing, to cooperate at both bilateral and multilateral level so that measures geared to 
combating IUU fishing are applied by everyone in a transparent, non-discriminatory and 
equitable manner, whilst taking account of the financial, technical and human capacities 
of developing countries, in particular those of small island states;

3. Welcomes, in this connection, the FAO’s adoption in November 2009 of the agreement on 
port state measures to prevent, deter and eliminate IUU fishing, and accordingly invites all 
of the international community to ratify this agreement as soon as possible;

4. Calls on the Commission to ensure consistency among its policies so that development 
policy that combats poverty is an integral part of the EU’s policy to combat IUU fishing, 
alongside the environmental and commercial concerns;

5. Stresses the direct link between IUU fishing and a state’s level of governance and calls for 
all external aid measures to be accompanied by a firm political resolve on the part of the 
beneficiary state to ban IUU fishing in its waters, and more generally to improve 
governance in the fisheries sector;

6. Calls on the Commission to increase the financial envelope for the fisheries sector in the 
agreements that it signs with developing countries as far as is necessary, so that these 
countries can consolidate their institutional, human and technical capacities to combat 
IUU fishing and thereby improve their compliance with the measures adopted by world 
and regional fisheries management organisations and with European legislation;

7. Stresses the need to involve civil society and to hand responsibility to fisheries sector 
undertakings so that they will ensure that legal fishing methods are complied with and 
cooperate with the authorities in combating IUU fishing, within the framework of the 
social and environmental responsibility of undertakings.
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