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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Development calls on the Committee on Foreign Affairs, as the committee 
responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

A. whereas the striving for democracy all over the world is not only a moral 
imperative but is clearly stated as a core principle for the EU’s external action1;

1. Expresses its concern about the fact that several developing countries are 
currently experiencing development only in economic terms, without freedom or 
democracy for their citizens;

2. Stresses that any new initiative or body for the development of democracy must 
have a distinct added value to existing EU instruments as well as to organisations 
(such as the political foundations in Europe); stresses that avoiding duplication 
and overlapping between the EU’s democracy-building instruments and efforts is 
key; underlines that full transparency, accountability for results and efficient use of 
resources should be the guiding principles of the EED; is of the opinion that, in 
order for the EED to be effective in its tasks, there is an urgent need for 
agreement on detailed operational questions;

3. Emphasises that the scope of a reformed democracy support approach should 
not be limited only to countries with which the EU has a privileged relationship 
through the European Neighbourhood Policy; takes the view that the EED should 
adopt a differentiated approach that duly takes into account the level of 
democratic development of beneficiary countries;

4. Notes that sudden or swift political transformation in a developing country may 
require an immediate reaction from the EU to help ensure progress towards 
democratic structures and values; recommends therefore that part of the EED be 
specifically tailored for flexibility and ability to act rapidly in such situations; calls 
also for appropriate impact assessment of rapid-reaction and longer-term efforts 
respectively;

5. Stresses that the initiatives funded under the EED should be coherent with the 
commitments in the EU’s development policy (policy coherence for development 
and aid effectiveness); underlines the importance of making sure that the EU’s 
democracy support through EED is based on bottom-up approaches that reflect 
the democratic ownership principle and that address democracy, security and 
development concerns in an integrated manner;

6. Stresses that the EU budget for the EED should be delivered completely 
transparently, in full compliance with EU financial rules and with full respect for
the EP’s right of scrutiny to monitor the implementation of the EED programme;

7. Stresses the importance of setting up an accountability mechanism to report back 

                                               
1 Treaty on European Union (2010/C 83/01), Chapter 1, Article 21 (1) and (2)(b).



PE476.002v02-00 4/5 AD\890007EN.doc

EN

to the EU institutions, including the European Parliament, on the EED’s allocation 
of funding, in order to ensure transparency;

8. Stresses that the European Parliament’s budgetary oversight power must be 
respected in the terms of reference of a European Endowment for Democracy; 
insists that the European Parliament should be duly represented in the governing 
bodies and involved in the definition of the EED’s mandate, in decisions on 
political strategy and in the appointment of executive personnel;
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