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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Development calls on the Committee on Industry, Research and Energy, as 
the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a 
resolution:

1. Welcomes the inclusion of the target of universal energy access by 2030 in the 
communication ‘The EU Energy Policy: Engaging with Partners beyond Our Borders’, 
and believes that for developing countries this should focus on decentralised, sustainable 
and affordable energy, particularly for rural and poor populations; encourages support for 
innovative payment schemes with private and public involvement, aimed at making 
energy access affordable for end-users;

2. Underlines that sustainable energy is a key driver of development, and reiterates its call 
for a specific ‘energy and development’ programme with a special focus on renewable, 
energy-efficient, small-scale and decentralised energy solutions and the promotion of 
capacity development and technology transfer in order to ensure local ownership; notes 
that large-scale renewable energy schemes may be necessary in order to meet in a 
sustainable way the growing energy demand from urban centres and industry, particularly 
in emerging countries; calls for such schemes to adhere in all cases to the highest social 
and environmental criteria;

3. Calls, when dealing with developing countries in energy matters, for respect for the 
overriding EU development objectives and for democracy and human rights, in the 
context of a strategic approach to secure, sustainable and competitive energy supply, 
putting the interests of the population in developing countries at the core;

4. Emphasises the importance of transparency, democratic oversight and civil society 
involvement in relations with third countries in the field of energy;

5. Draws attention to the complex relationship between energy and food supply and security 
developments, particularly with regard to biofuels which may have a negative social and 
environmental impact on developing countries; believes that the right to food must take 
precedence over the EU renewable energy target for biofuels;

6. Notes that the expansion of agrofuels has relied overwhelmingly on the expansion of 
large-scale industrial monoculture, thereby extending agricultural practices that are 
harmful to the environment, biodiversity, soil fertility and water availability; expresses its 
concern that, by encouraging concentration of land ownership, this expansion of agrofuels 
may have dramatic consequences in terms of violation of land rights, loss of access to 
vital natural resources, deforestation and environmental degradation;

7. Expresses its concern at the absence of any binding sustainability criteria for biomass 
production within the framework of the Renewable Energy Directive (RED); considers, 
under these circumstances, that bioenergy could play a negative role in the fight against 
climate change as well as becoming a major additional driver of land grabs, food 
insecurity, deforestation and forest degradation in developing countries; urges the 
Commission, accordingly, to develop legally binding sustainability criteria aimed at 
preventing negative climate, environmental and social impacts from the use and 
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production of biomass for energy;

8. Calls on the EU to put in place a policy for sustainable biomass production and its use for 
energy purposes that meets the requirements of the climate change policy and is also 
consistent with the Union’s development cooperation policy;
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