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Note for the attention of the Bureau Members and the Coordinators

Coordinators’ decisions and recommendations:
meeting of Wednesday 29 February 2012

1. Appointment of rapporteurs and rapporteurs for opinion

 Report

 COM(2012)61 final – 2012/0024(CNS): Proposal for a Council Decision amending 
Council Decision 2001/822/EC on the association of the overseas countries and 
territories to the European Community

Decision / recommendation:
- Draft a report (EPP - 0 points).
Administrator: Pérez Navas

 Opinions

 B7-0096/2012: Motion for a resolution pursuant to Rule 120 of the Rules of 
Procedure on the Anti-Counterfeiting Trade Agreement, tabled by Rolandas 
Paksas and Juozas Imbrasas

Decision / recommendation:
- Should INTA decide to combine the resolution with its ongoing legislative report on 

the consent to the agreement, request the DEVE rapporteur for opinion to react to the 
motion for a resolution in his draft opinion;

- Should INTA decide to draft a separate INI report or opinion on this motion for a 
resolution, appoint a DEVE rapporteur for opinion.

- Should INTA decide to advise the European Parliament either to join the 
Commission in the referral of the ACTA agreement to the European Court of Justice, 
or to initiate its own procedure before the ECJ, make sure that the European 
Parliament also submits to the Court the question of the compatibility of ACTA with 
Article 208 TFEU on the issue of the possible effect of ACTA for the access of 
developing countries to generic medicines.

Administrator: De Souza
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 COM(2012)35 final – SWD 2012/1 final - SWD 2012/2 final - 2012/0022 (APP): 
Proposal for a Council Regulation on the statute for a European Foundation (FE) 

Decision / recommendation:
- Draft an opinion (ECR - 1 point).
Administrator: Liverini

 Council document 6081/12-ADD 2 - FIN 67 - PE-L2: Discharge to be given to the 
Commission in respect of the implementation of the general budget of the 
European Union for the financial year 2010 - Council conclusions on the Court of 
Auditors' special reports; and

 Council document 6084/12 - FIN 69 - PE-L4: Discharge to be given to the executive 
agencies in respect of the implementation of the budget for the financial year 2010;
and

 Council document 5458/12 - ACP 5 - PTOM 1 - FIN 27 - OC 17: Council 
recommendation concerning the discharge to be given to the Commission in 
respect of the implementation of the operations of the European Development 
Fund (eighth EDF) for the financial year 2010; and

 Council document 5459/12 - ACP 6 - PTOM 2 - FIN 28 - OC 18: Council 
recommendation concerning the discharge to be given to the Commission in 
respect of the implementation of the operations of the European Development 
Fund (ninth EDF) for the financial year 2010; and

 Council document 5460/12 - ACP 7 - PTOM 3 - FIN 29 - OC 19: Council 
recommendation concerning the discharge to be given to the Commission in 
respect of the implementation of the operations of the European Development 
Fund (tenth EDF) for the financial year 2010

Decision/ recommendation:
- No action (take this information into account in the work for the DEVE opinion on 

the EDF discharge).
Administrator: Bruynooghe

 Documents received for information

 COM(2012)70 final – SWD(2012)19 final: Report from the Commission to the 
European Council – Trade and Investment barriers Report 

Decision / recommendation:
- No action (to be examined in the framework of the requested INI report on "The role 

of EU trade policy in support for development")
Administrator: De Souza
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 COM(2012)36 final – SWD(2012)3 final: Communication from the Commission to 
the European Parliament and the Council on operations carried out under the EIB 
external mandate in 2010

Decision / recommendation:
- No action (use as background information for the examination of the Commission 

proposal on the use of “blending” in the framework of DEVE’s legislative work for 
the DCI 2014-2020.)

(New tables of points in annex)

2. Expertise budget 2012

Decision / recommendation:
- The Policy Department will be asked to take the necessary steps for commissioning the 

following studies (titles are provisional):

 "Evaluation and measurement of impact of the EU's development policy in the light of 
the Commission proposal for a DCI for 2014-2020"
Administrators: Lerch, Van Hecken

 "Establishing the Link between Relief, Rehabilitation and Development (LRRD) in 
the EU's financing instruments for development and humanitarian aid under the MFF
2014-2020"
Administrators: Bruynooghe, Van Hecken

 "Criteria for differentiation and methods for phasing out of development cooperation 
in the light of the Commission proposal for a DCI for 2014-2020"
Administrators: Lerch, Van Hecken

 "Blending grants and loans for financing the EU's development policy in the light of 
the Commission proposal for a DCI for 2014-2020"
Administrators: De Souza, Van Hecken

 "Climate change financing: the concept of additionality in the in the light of the 
Commission proposal for a DCI for 2014-2020"
Administrators: Illán, Van Hecken

 "The impact of biotechnology on developing countries"
Administrator: Illán

- As possible "reserve" titles (which will be transmitted to the Policy Department should it 
appear that a study identical or similar to a subject chosen already exists inside or outside 
the European Parliament), the following studies were identified (titles are provisional):

 "The MDGs and beyond 2015: a strong EU engagement"

 "The impact of EU trade policy on developing countries"
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3. Structured dialogue on Commission’s Work Programme for 2013

Decision / recommendation:
- The remarks/suggestions received from the political groups for possible committee 

priorities in the fields of development cooperation and humanitarian aid for 2013, will be 
circulated to the DEVE Members and can be raised with Commissioners Piebalgs and 
Georgieva in the course of the Structured Dialogue with each of them (provisionally 
planned for 27 March 2012);

- Coordinators will continue and finalise the examination of DEVE priorities for the 
Commission's Work Programme for 2013 in the fields of development cooperation and 
humanitarian aid after the Structured Dialogues with Commissioners Piebalgs and 
Georgieva.

Administrators: Van Hecken, Bruynooghe

4. Procedure for examination of the DCI report in DEVE and establishment of a DCI 
working group

Decision / recommendation:
- A DCI Working Group is established. The following modalities for its functioning shall 

apply:
 Composition: rapporteur and all shadow rapporteurs as full members of the working 

group. Working Group meetings will be open to all interested DEVE Members, and to 
the rapporteurs for opinion from all opinion giving committees (rapporteurs for opinion 
from opinion giving committees shall have observer status: they can participate in all 
debates, but – in the exceptional eventuality that an issue is put to the vote in the 
Working Group – they shall have no voting right);

 General coordination of the DCI Working Group’s activities: DCI rapporteur Mr. 
Berman;

 The general coordinator will work in close coordination with the committee’s standing 
rapporteur on powers of legislative delegation (Mr. Mitchell), who will have special 
responsibility for institutional issues, in particular delegated acts;

 The Working Group will report back regularly to the DEVE coordinators, who may 
decide to refer certain matters/decisions to the full committee;

 The Working Group will establish its own work plan, but shall organise, until the 
summer recess, a series of consultations and discussions on a number of important 
issues contained in the Commission proposal for a regulation, which will constitute the 
guiding principles for preparing the committee’s negotiating mandate;

- After the establishment of the guiding principles, a committee negotiating team shall be 
constituted, which - after receiving a formal mandate from the Committee (possibly on the 
basis of these guiding principles) - may start intensive negotiations with Council (and 
Commission) with a view of reaching a first reading agreement before the vote in 
committee1;

                                                  
1 In accordance with Article 4, 2nd paragraph of Annex XXI of the Rules of Procedure (“Code of conduct for 

negotiating in the context of the ordinary legislative procedures”)
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- The meetings of the DCI Working Group shall as far as possible be organised around 
DEVE meetings;

- DCI Working Group meetings will in principle be held in English without interpretation;
upon request, the secretariat shall endeavour to provide - within the limits of the 
administrative and financial rules - FR-EN /EN-FR interpretation;

- DEVE Chair Joly will send a letter to the External Relations (REX) section of the 
Economic and Social Committee and to the Committee of the Regions inviting them to 
comment on the Commission’s DCI proposal.

Administrators: Lerch, Van Hecken

5. DEVE delegations outside the European Union in 2012: Vanuatu

Decision / recommendation:
- The committee delegation to Vanuatu is rescheduled and will in principle take place during 

week 44 (29 October – 2 November); the Conference of Presidents will be notified.
Administrator: Pérez Navas

6. Proposals for joint initiatives with other parliamentary bodies

 Proposal for an extra-ordinary joint AFET-DEVE committee meeting with the 
President of the UN General Assembly (received from AFET)

Decision / recommendation:
- Accept AFET’s invitation and agree to a joint AFET-DEVE extra-ordinary committee 

meeting with the UNGA President on 12 March, to which SEDE and DROI will be 
associated.

Administrator: Moura, Illán

 Possible Joint DEVE-ENVI exchange of views with the European Commissioners for 
Development (Piebalgs), Environment (Potočnik), and Climate Action (Hedegaard) in 
preparation of the Rio+20 Summit

Decision / recommendation:
- The 7 November 2011 coordinators' decision to invite ENVI to organise a joint DEVE-

ENVI exchange of views with the Commissioners for Development, for Environment 
and for Climate Action in view of the forthcoming Rio+20 conference is revoked;

- DEVE will inform ENVI that our committee wishes to associate itself and to jointly 
organise the activities ENVI is proposing in preparation of the Rio+20 Summit (event 
with national parliaments on 21 March with the presence of Commissioner for 
Environment Potočnik; Oral Question to the Council and the Commission on the State 
of play of the EU strategy for Rio+20).

Administrator: Illán
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7. Creation of a directorate for impact evaluation in the EP secretariat (DG IPOL)

Decision / recommendation:
- Send a letter to Mr. Lehne (who will be on the new directorate's Supervisory Board), in 

order to draw attention to the need for a development impact assessment to implement the 
Treaty obligation on PCD (Art 208 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European 
Union) and requesting that this requirement be included in the remit of the “Impact 
evaluation” unit. The letter will also request that for this development impact assessment 
the unit works in close liaison with the DEVE secretariat;

- As the second unit of the new Directorate is responsible for examining the "cost of non-
Europe", and as the European Commission has estimated the financial burden of "non-
Europe" in development policy to be 6 billion euro per year, include in the letter a 
recommendation that this subject also be studied by the new services, and that they report 
their findings to DEVE.

Administrator: Cole

8. Possible Legal Opinion on the role of the European Parliament in the establishment of 
the 11th European Development Fund (EDF)

Decision / recommendation:
- The committee will not request a Legal Opinion;

- The secretariat will explore ways to enhance parliamentary scrutiny over the EDF and 
report back to the coordinators.

Administrators: McLauchlan, Van Hecken

9. Possible creation of a Focal Point for Children’s Rights

Decision / recommendation:
- Decision postponed until a next coordinators’ meeting.
Administrator: Liverini

10. Requests for presentations/exchanges of views in future DEVE meetings

Decision / recommendation:
- Following the release on 27 January 2012 of the Commission Communication on "Trade, 

Growth and Development. Tailoring trade and investment policy for those countries most 
in need", Commissioner De Gucht will be invited for an exchange of views with the 
committee.

Administrator: De Souza
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- As a follow-up to the vote in February 2012 of the INI report on "EU development 
cooperation in support of the objective of universal energy access by 2030" (Neuser 
report), the President of the European Investment Bank will be invited to an extraordinary 
open coordinators' meeting, in order to specifically discuss the role the EIB can play in this 
respect.

Administrator: De Souza


