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SHORT JUSTIFICATION

The aim of this new proposal for a Commission regulation is to promote cooperation between 
States in order to establish truly sustainable fishing practices which conserve fish stocks and 
ensure their optimal use. 

To achieve this, the European Union needs to have suitable and effective tools so it can 
impose sanctions on States which are responsible for measures and practices that lead to over-
exploitation of stocks or which do not cooperate in good faith by taking agreed management 
measures. 

The new regulation presented by the Commission provides for various measures by which 
sanctions may be imposed on countries allowing non-sustainable fishing, the aim being to 
safeguard the long-term viability of fish stocks of common interest to the European Union and 
non-EU countries. 

This entails: 
- applying quantitative restrictions on imports into the EU of fish and fishery products 

caught under the auspices of a country allowing non-sustainable fishing, or restrictions 
on the use of ports in the EU by vessels flying the flag of a country authorising non-
sustainable fishing, 

- prohibiting the purchase by EU economic operators of fishing vessels flying the flag 
of a country allowing non-sustainable fishing, and the reflagging of fishing vessels 
flying the flag of a Member State to countries allowing non-sustainable fishing, 

- prohibiting the export of fishing vessels or fishing equipment or supplies to countries 
allowing non-sustainable fishing, 

- prohibiting the conclusion of private trade agreements with countries allowing non-
sustainable fishing, and joint fishing ventures with fishing vessels flying the flag of a 
country allowing non-sustainable fishing. 

The rapporteur is of the opinion that this new regulation will help to encourage and establish 
sustainable and responsible fishing internationally and that it is closely linked to the 
Regulation on preventing illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing. He commends the 
Commission for its initiative therefore. 

The rapporteur does however consider that, to be consistent with development policy 
objectives, as laid down in Article 208 TFEU, there needs to be complementarity and that 
measures taken under fishing policy and trade policy must be consistent with those taken 
under development policy. Consequently, the rapporteur considers that special measures must 
be included for developing countries in order to take due account of their financial, technical 
and material capacity and their needs. 

Finally, a review clause needs to be introduced, in the rapporteur’s view, in order to check 
that the regulation is proving effective and relevant, and to propose amendments, should this 
be necessary.
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AMENDMENTS

The Committee on Development calls on the Committee on Fisheries, as the committee 
responsible, to incorporate the following amendments in its report:

Amendment 1

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 5

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(5) In addition, it is necessary to define the 
type of measures that may be taken with 
regard to countries allowing non-
sustainable fishing and to establish general 
conditions for the adoption of such 
measures so they are based on objective 
criteria, equitable, cost-effective and 
compatible with international law, in 
particular the Agreement establishing the 
World Trade Organization.

(5) In addition, it is necessary to define the 
type of measures that may be taken with 
regard to countries allowing non-
sustainable fishing and to establish general 
conditions for the adoption of such 
measures so they are based on objective 
criteria, equitable, cost-effective and 
compatible with international law, in 
particular the Agreement establishing the 
World Trade Organization. These 
measures should take particular account 
of the level of development and the 
vulnerability of the country concerned, so 
that they do not cause developing 
countries to be burdened either directly or 
indirectly with a disproportionate share of 
efforts to conserve fish stocks.

Or. fr

Justification

Account should be taken of the level of development and vulnerability of a country deemed to 
be allowing non-sustainable fishing. Developing countries cannot be expected to comply with 
the same requirements. 
There are special provisions for developing States in Part VII of the 1995 Agreement for the 
Implementation of the Provisions of the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the 
Sea relating to Straddling Fish Stocks and Highly Migratory Fish Stocks.
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Amendment 2

Proposal for a regulation
Article 5 - paragraph 4

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

4. In adopting measures in accordance to 
this Regulation, the Commission shall 
evaluate the environmental, trade, 
economic and social effects of those 
measures in the short and long terms and 
the administrative burden associated to 
their implementation.

4. Before adopting measures in accordance 
to this Regulation, the Commission shall 
evaluate the environmental, trade,
economic and social effects of those 
measures in the short and long terms and 
the administrative burden associated to 
their implementation. In its evaluation, the 
Commission shall take due account of the 
level of development, the vulnerability and 
the financial, material and technical 
capacities of the country concerned, as 
well as of the consequences said measures 
may have on development policies 
implemented in said country. 

(The wrong numbering in the French version of the Commission proposal should be
corrected.)

Or. fr

Justification
It is essential that, in carrying out its evaluation, the Commission takes the special situation 
of developing countries into account, along with development policy actions in these 
countries. The measures should in fact be complementary and coherent. 

Amendment 3

Proposal for a regulation
Article 8 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

Article 8a
Review and reporting

Two years after this Regulation comes 
into force, and every three years 
thereafter, the Commission shall review 
the implementation of this Regulation and 
report back to the European Parliament 
and the Council.
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The report shall assess, in particular:
- the countries in respect to which 
measures have been adopted;
- the measures adopted by the 
Commission;
- any corrections carried out by the 
countries which are the subject of the 
measures;
- the effects that the measures adopted 
have had on fishing sustainability.
The report shall be accompanied, if 
appropriate, by a proposal to amend this 
Regulation.

Or. fr

Justification
A review clause needs to be included so that Parliament may, if necessary, amend the 
regulation to respond to problems and obstacles encountered in its implementation. 


