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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Development calls on the Committee on Fisheries, as the committee 
responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

1. Recalls that a root-and-branch reform of the EU’s Common Fisheries Policy (CFP) is now 
desperately needed, due to the failure to meet its objectives, internally and externally, in 
the 30 years it has been operational;

2. Emphasises that sustainable fishing restoring and maintaining stocks well above the levels 
that can produce Maximum Sustainable Yield (MSY) will be of huge environmental, 
social and economic advantage, as the environment will be less degraded, fishing 
communities will have a secure future, and the fisheries sector will be profitable without 
having to depend on public support to survive;

3. Recalls that the world’s oceans not only provide nutrition, food security and livelihood for 
500 million people worldwide and at least 50 % of their animal protein for 400 million 
people in the poorest countries through fisheries, but are also crucial in climate change 
mitigation, provide transport, and are home to some 90 % of the habitat for life on earth;

4. Is concerned at the heavy dependence of EU markets on imports of fisheries and 
aquaculture products,, as 60 % of all fisheries products used in the EU are imported 
essentially from developing countries; stresses that the best option for reducing
dependence on imports is to recover and maintain European fish stocks to a level well 
above those capable of producing MSY;

5. Stresses that imported fisheries and aquaculture products should be subject to the same 
environmental and social standards as European domestic production, and is of the view
that developing countries will need financial and technical assistance in order to reach the 
same standards;

6. Opposes the adoption of Transferable Fishing Concessions (TFCs) schemes in RFMOs 
and in international waters, as this may severely limit today’s developing countries’ future 
ambitions in terms of developing their own fisheries sectors;

7. Reiterates the basic condition of surplus in UNCLOS when accessing fish stocks in third 
countries’ waters; emphasises the importance of properly and scientifically establishing 
the surplus; stresses that the CFP must provide for transparency and exchange of all 
relevant information between the EU and partner third countries concerning the total 
fishing effort for the stocks concerned by national and, where relevant, foreign vessels;


