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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Development calls on the Committee on the Environment, Public Health 
and Food Safety, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its 
motion for a resolution:

1. Emphasises that numerous studies, and experience from the US, demonstrate that a 
number of serious risks to the environment and health are associated with shale gas 
extraction; calls on the Commission, the Member States and the EIB neither to fund nor to 
otherwise support exploration and exploitation of shale gas and oil in developing 
countries, given the serious sustainability concerns;

2. Stresses that the exploitation of unconventional oil and gas resources could hamper the 
achievement of ‘MDG 7 on Environmental Sustainability’, while jeopardising 
commitments taken regarding climate change, that already affect poor countries the most;

3. Underlines that land acquisitions for oil and gas mining are a major driver of land-
grabbing globally and pose a significant threat to the world’s indigenous communities, 
farmers and poor people in terms of access to water, fertile soil and food;

4. Notes with concern that the current regulatory framework of EU legislation does not 
provide an adequate guarantee against the risks to the environment and human health 
resulting from shale gas activities; is worried, therefore, about any potential investment by 
European companies in unconventional oil or gas resources in developing countries;

5. Takes the view that, in hosting companies investing in extractive activities, the EU has a
responsibility to influence their behaviour as regards more sustainable practices, i.e. by 
strengthening corporate governance standards and regulations applied to the banks and 
funds that finance them;

6. Notes that many instruments exist that could address the negative social and 
environmental impacts of the activities of extractive industries, such as the Global 
Reporting Initiative, the UN Global Compact and the OECD Guidelines for Multinational 
Enterprises; points out, however, that voluntary guidelines are insufficient to mitigate the 
negative impact of extraction;

7. Urges the Commission to identify new options for strengthening standards on the 
responsibilities of transnational corporations with regard to social and environmental 
rights and possible means of implementation.


