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MOTION FOR A EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT RESOLUTION

on poverty reduction and job creation in developing countries: the way forward
(2009/2171(INI))

The European Parliament,

 having regard to the United Nations Millennium Declaration of 8 September 2000, which 
sets out the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) as criteria collectively established 
by the international community for the elimination of poverty,

 having regard to the commitments on aid volume, aid to Sub-Saharan Africa, and aid 
quality made by the G8 at the 2005 Gleneagles Summit,

 having regard to the Paris Declaration on aid effectiveness of 2 March 2005 and the 
conclusions of the high-level forum which met in Accra between 2 and 4 September 2008 
concerning the follow-up to that Declaration, 

 having regard to the Commission Communication entitled ‘EU aid: delivering more, 
better and faster’ (COM(2006)0087), 

 having regard to the annual reports by the Secretary-General of the United Nations on the 
implementation of the Millennium Declaration, 

 having regard to the joint statement by the Council and the representatives of the 
governments of the Member States meeting within the Council, the European Parliament 
and the Commission on European Union Development Policy: ‘The European 
Consensus’1, signed on 20 December 2005,

 having regard to Regulation (EC) No 1905/2006 of the European Parliament and of the 
Council of 18 December 2006 establishing a financing instrument for development 
cooperation (the 'Development Cooperation Instrument' (DCI))2,

 having regard to the Abuja Declaration by African Heads of State and Government on 
HIV/AIDS, Tuberculosis and other related Infectious Diseases of 27 April 2001,

 having regard to Regulation (EC) No 1889/2006 of the European Parliament and of the 
Council of 20 December 2006 on establishing a financing instrument for the promotion of 
democracy and human rights worldwide3,

 having regard to Commission Communication  entitled 'The European Union's role in 
promoting human rights and democratisation in third countries' (COM(2001)0252),

 having regard to Commission Communication entitled 'Education and training in the 
context of poverty reduction in developing countries' (COM(2002)0116),

                                               
1  OJ C 46, 24.2.2006, p. 1.
2 OJ L 378, 27.12.2006, p. 41.
3 OJ L 386, 29.12.2006, p. 1.
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 having regard to the ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly resolution of 3 December 
2009 on global governance and the reform of international institutions,

 having regard to the ILO Decent Work Agenda and to the ILO Global Jobs Pact, adopted 
by global consensus on 19 June 2009 at the International Labour Conference,

 having regard to the ILO report entitled 'World of Work Report 2009: The Global Jobs 
Crisis and Beyond', published in December 2009,

 having regard to its resolution of 24 march 2009 on MDG contracts1, 

 having regard to its resolution of 6 April 2006 on aid effectiveness and corruption in 
developing countries2,

 having regard to its resolution of 23 May 2007 on promoting decent work for all3,

 having regard to its resolution of 12 March 2009 on an approach to EC development 
assistance to health services in sub-Saharan Africa4,

 having regard to Rule 48 of its Rules of Procedure,

 having regard to the report of the Committee on Development and the opinion of the 
Committee on Employment and Social Affairs (A7-0000/2010),

A. whereas strong economic growth within a stable, business-friendly environment helps 
create wealth and jobs and is therefore the surest and most sustainable route out of 
poverty,

B. whereas a secure, corruption-free legal environment is essential for business to flourish,

C. whereas EU15 states are committed to spending 0.7% of their GNI on ODA by 2015; 
whereas current ODA levels are around 0.4%,

D. whereas poverty reduction and policy coherence for development are now EU Treaty 
obligations,

E. whereas industrialisation is partly to blame for climate change, and industrialised nations 
are mainly responsible for the economic and financial crisis, yet the cost of tackling them 
in developing countries runs to hundreds of billions of dollars a year,

F. whereas both EU donors and developing country governments are failing to meet their 
spending benchmarks for health and education,

G. whereas the developing world faces an urgent shortage of qualified health personnel and 

                                               
1 Texts adopted, P6_TA(2009)0152.
2 OJ C 293 E, 2.12.2006, p. 316.
3 OJ C 102E, 24.4.2008, p.321.
4 Texts adopted, P6_TA-PROV(2009)0138.
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whereas many skilled workers, in health and other sectors, are not returning home to 
benefit their own communities, 

H. whereas the recent food-price crisis highlighted the ongoing importance of agriculture and 
food security for poor countries,

I. whereas 90% of EU citizens are in favour of development cooperation, although the 
downturn threatens to weaken this support, 

J. whereas the G20 has promised to crack down on tax havens,

K. whereas remittances represent more capital inflows for developing countries than ODA,

L. whereas 2.7 billion people currently have no access to credit,

M. whereas, to reduce poverty, it is necessary not only to generate employment but to create 
quality jobs,

N. whereas the poorest countries are severely underrepresented in international institutions 
and global fora,

I. Challenges for developing countries

On the economy
1. Urges governments in developing countries to avoid overburdening businesses –

especially SMEs, motors of jobs and growth – with excessive red tape;

2. Calls on all developing countries to sign up to the ILO’s Decent Work Agenda and to 
guarantee satisfactory labour standards, high levels of social protection and genuine social 
dialogue; 

3. Encourages developing countries to promote saving and credit access, via micro-credit, 
micro-insurance and innovative credit agents, such as rural post offices or m-banking;

4. Invites developing countries to extend land ownership among the poor and dispossessed, 
for instance by giving squatters in shanty towns the titles to the land they live on;

On citizenship and governance
5. Calls on all developing countries urgently to sign the UN Convention against Corruption 

and to implement effectively its provisions; also urges EU Member States, and EU 
companies, to respect the UN Convention;

6. Believes that anticorruption action should also target the private sector, as well as 
enhancing international cooperation, for instance through information exchange and asset-
recovery programmes;

7. Urges all developing countries to foster independent parliaments, able to contribute 
effectively to deepening democracy by freely exercising their legislative, budgetary and 
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scrutiny functions;

8. Encourages governments in developing countries to maximise civil society organisations’ 
involvement in formulating and monitoring public policy; 

9. Exhorts all states which have introduced laws restricting the freedom of civil society 
organisations to repeal such legislation;

10. Supports developing countries in their efforts to strengthen and deepen regional 
integration, through free-trade areas, regional economic communities, regional 
development banks, etc.; 

II. Shared challenges 

11. Reiterates its call for developing countries’ national budgets and EU development aid to 
allocate at least 20% of their spending to health and basic education;

12. Supports measures, such as salary subsidies, that encourage local doctors to remain and 
practise within their communities; 

13. Calls for more emphasis to be placed on practical healthcare, i.e. distributing blood-
analysers and training local people to use them;

14. Believes all development strategies should pay special attention to the most vulnerable, 
especially women, children and people with disabilities;

15. Insists that donors and partner countries should ensure agriculture, particularly 
smallholder farming, moves up the development agenda;

16. Supports investment in 'green jobs', for example by developing solar-power systems in 
poor countries, as a way to provide sources of energy and, at the same time, create jobs 
and protect the environment;

17. Looks forward to increased cooperation between Parliament and its regional counterparts 
in developing countries;

III. Challenges for donors

On aid
18. Urges all rich countries, especially EU states, to keep their spending promises as regards 

aid, i.e. at least 0.7% of GNI by 2015;

19. Calls for substantial funding to tackle the effects of climate change and the global 
economic crisis in developing countries but insists that these funds must be additional to 
current development aid; 

20. Calls on the EU to honour its aid-for-trade commitments;
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21. Asks all donors, once again, to adhere more faithfully to the aid effectiveness agenda, 
especially as regards donor coordination and accountability; 

22. Insists that the EU should simplify its aid architecture and related procedures;

23. Expects that, since policy coherence for development is now a Treaty requirement, EU 
policies in areas such as farming, trade, migration and fisheries will not in any way 
undermine development efforts; intends to monitor closely how the EU fulfils this 
obligation;

24. Invites donors to invest intelligently in development education for their citizens;

On new sources of funding

25. Urges G20 nations to carry through on pledges to stamp out tax havens, to tighten up 
supervision of financial markets and to usher in tax information exchange and country-by-
country reporting;

26. Calls on the G20 and EU states to take steps to make remittances cheaper and easier;

On capacity building and global governance
27. Urges the EU to target its aid towards promoting capacity building in areas that will 

directly benefit partner countries’ economic fabric and create jobs, i.e. building efficient 
tax systems, fighting corruption, strengthening institutions and civil society, facilitating 
access to microcredit and other sources of finance, etc.;

28. Calls on the EU to provide education opportunities for developing-world students but to 
ensure they return home after their studies to benefit their own communities;

29. Believes that the EU should take account of human rights and governance criteria when 
drawing up trade agreements with developing countries and should not hesitate to apply 
sanctions when states fail to respect their governance obligations;

30. Accepts the use of budget support only where there are watertight guarantees that funds 
will reach their intended destination and satisfy their original purpose and where 
recipients fulfil human rights and governance criteria; looks forward to more effective 
auditing of budget support;

31. Encourages the EU to pursue an ambitious election observation programme and to place 
more emphasis in future on monitoring post-election situations;

32. Supports more democratic representation of developing countries in global institutions;

33. Invites the international financial institutions to apply conditionality to their loans and 
agreements if this proves an effective way to encourage sound public finances, vibrant, 
job-creating economies or respect for human rights;

34. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission, the 
governments of the Member States and the ILO.


