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MINUTES
Meeting of 29 February 2012, from 09.00 to 12.30 and from 15.00 to 18.30,

and 1 March 2012, from 09.00 to 12.30
BRUSSELS

The meeting opened at 09.05 on Wednesday 29 February 2012, with Nirj Deva (2nd

Vice-Chair) in the chair.

In camera

1. Coordinators’ meeting

Michèle Striffler (1st Vice-Chair) in the chair

2. Adoption of agenda DEVE_OJ(2012)0229_1

The agenda was adopted as reflected in these minutes.

3. Approval of minutes of meeting of:
 5 December 2011 PV – PE478.351v02-00
 8 December 2011 PV – PE478.444v01-00
 23 January 2012 PV – PE480.618v01-00
 24-25 January 2012 PV – PE480.614v01-00
 9 February 2012 PV – PE480.871v01-00

The minutes were approved.

4. Adoption of coordinators' decisions and recommendations
Consideration of results of 16 February 2012.
The decisions and recommendations of coordinators were approved (See Annex I).
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5. Question Time

No questions had been tabled.

6. Environmental degradation and its impact on poverty
DEVE/7/08843

 Hearing 

The chair made an introductory statement and gave the floor to Isabella Lövin, 
moderator for the first panel. Isabell Kempf (United Nations Environment 
Programme) and Paul Renier (European Commission, DEVCO) made a presentation
on the environment-poverty nexus.

Speakers: Franziska Keller, Agustín Díaz de Mera García Consuegra, Ricardo Cortés 
Lastra, Gabriele Zimmer, Charles Goerens and Isabella Lövin.

Gabrielle Zimmer introduced the second panel on: "Case studies: social and 
environmental effects of oil spills and e-waste" with a presentation by Prince Chima 
Williams (Friends of the Earth - Nigeria)

Speakers: Nirj Deva, Charles Goerens, Franziska Keller, Ricardo Cortés Lastra and 
Anneke Galama (WWF)

Isabella Lövin and Gabriele Zimmer made the closing remarks.

7. The relation between development and EU foreign policy
DEVE/7/08844

 Exchange of views with Catherine Ashton, High Representative of the Union for 
Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, and Vice-President of the European 
Commission

The chair welcomed Catherine Ashton, High Representative of the Union for Foreign 
Affairs and Security Policy, and Vice-President of the European Commission.

Baroness Ashton made an introductory presentation.

Speakers: Gay Mitchell, Ricardo Cortés Lastra, Charles Goerens, Michèle Striffler, 
Ivo Vajgl, Franziska Keller, Nirj Deva, Filip Kaczmarek, Miguel Angel Martínez 
Martínez, Iva Zanicchi, Bill Newton Dunn, Gabriele Zimmer, Véronique De Keyser, 
Agustín Díaz de Mera García Consuegra, Eleni Theocharous, Enrique Guerrero Salom 
and Daniël van der Stoep.

Baroness Ashton answered Members' questions.

*** Electronic vote ***

8. The impact of devolution of the Commission's management of external assistance 
from its headquarters to its delegations on aid delivery
DEVE/7/06905

2011/2192(INI)
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Rapporteur: Filip Kaczmarek (PPE) PR – PE478.527v01-00
AM – PE480.826v01-00

Responsible: DEVE* –
Opinions: AFET – Kyriakos Mavronikolas

(S&D)
AD – PE473.937v02-00
AM – PE478.696v01-00

CONT* – Ivailo Kalfin (S&D) AD – PE478.359v02-00
AM – PE480.558v02-00

ENVI – Decision: no opinion

 Adoption of draft report
 Deadline for tabling amendments: 3 February 2012, 12.00

Amendments adopted: am 1, 3, 4, 7, 8, 9 (1st part), 10, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 20, 21, 
22, CONT 1, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 9, 10, AFET 2, 6, 7, 8, 10, 11.

Amendments rejected: am 2, 5, 6, 9 (2nd part), 19.

Amendments fallen: CONT 2, am 18, 11.

Decision: 
The draft opinion, as amended, was adopted: for: 25; against: 1; abstentions: 1.

9. 2010 discharge: EU general budget, Section III, Commission
DEVE/7/06933

2011/2201(DEC) COM(2011)0473[01] – C7-0256/2011

Rapporteur 
for the 
opinion:

Thijs Berman (S&D) PA – PE478.620v01-00
AM – PE480.796v01-00

Responsible: CONT – Christofer Fjellner (PPE) PR – PE473.810v01-00

 Adoption of draft opinion
 Deadline for tabling amendments: 2 February 2012, 12.00

Amendments adopted: am 1, 2, 3.

Decision: 
The draft opinion, as amended, was adopted unanimously.

10. Discharge for 2010: 8th 9th and 10th European Development Funds
DEVE/7/07174

2011/2212(DEC) COM(2011)0471 – C7-0273/2011

Rapporteur 
for the 
opinion:

Thijs Berman (S&D) AD – PE478.625v02-00
AM – PE480.797v02-00

Responsible: CONT – Martin Ehrenhauser (NI) PR – PE475.759v01-00

 Adoption of draft opinion
 Deadline for tabling amendments: 2 February 2012, 12.00

Amendments adopted: am 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, oral am 1.
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Amendment fallen: am 6.

Decision: 
The draft opinion, as amended, was adopted unanimously.

11. Annual Report on Human Rights in the World and the European Union's policy 
on the matter including implications for the EU's strategic human rights policy
DEVE/7/06846

2011/2185(INI)
Rapporteur 
for the 
opinion:

Cristian Dan Preda (PPE) PA – PE478.546v02-00
AM – PE480.681v01-00

Responsible: AFET – Richard Howitt (S&D) PR – PE478.549v03-00

 Adoption of draft opinion
 Deadline for tabling amendments: 30 January 2012, 12.00

Amendments adopted: am 2, 3, 5, oral am 1, COMP A, am 9, 10, 13, oral am 2, am 
15, oral am 3, am 17, 19.

Amendments rejected: 1, 4, 11, 12, 18.

Amendments fallen: am 6, 7, 8, 14, 16, 20.

Decision: 
The draft opinion, as amended, was adopted: for: 28; against: 1; abstentions: 0.

12. EU-Central African Republic Voluntary Partnership Agreement on forest law 
enforcement, governance and trade in timber and derived products to the EU 
(FLEGT)
DEVE/7/06087
*** 2011/0127(NLE) COM(2011)0282

Rapporteur 
for the 
opinion:

Bart Staes (Verts/ALE) PA – PE480.771v01-00

Responsible: INTA – Elisabeth Köstinger (PPE) PR – PE480.602v01-00

 Adoption of draft opinion
 Deadline for tabling amendments: 17 February 2012, 12.00

No amendments were tabled.

Decision: 
The draft opinion was adopted unanimously.

13. Voluntary Partnership Agreement between the EU and Liberia on forest law 
enforcement, governance and trade in timber products to the European Union
DEVE/7/06305
*** 2011/0160(NLE) 11104/2011 – C7-0241/2011
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Rapporteur 
for the 
opinion:

Judith Sargentini (Verts/ALE) PA – PE480.770v01-00

Responsible: INTA – Elisabeth Köstinger (PPE) PR – PE480.599v01-00

 Adoption of draft opinion
 Deadline for tabling amendments: 17 February 2012, 12.00

No amendments were tabled.

Decision: 
The draft opinion was adopted unanimously.

*** End of electronic vote ***

14. Engaging in energy policy cooperation with partners beyond our borders: A 
strategic approach to secure, sustainable and competitive energy supply
DEVE/7/08821

Rapporteur 
for the 
opinion:

Norbert Neuser (S&D) PA – PE480.892v01-00

 Exchange of views
Norbert Neuser, rapporteur, presented his draft opinion. 

Speakers: Franziska Keller, Birgit Schnieber-Jastram. 
Norbert Neuser wound up the debate.

The meeting adjourned at 17.20 and resumed on Thursday 1 March 2012 at 9.10 
with Nirj Deva (2nd Vice-Chair) in the Chair.

15. Certain measures in relation to countries allowing non-sustainable fishing for the 
purpose of the conservation of fish stocks
DEVE/7/08239
***I 2011/0434(COD) COM(2011)0888 – C7-0508/2011

Rapporteur 
for the 
opinion:

Maurice Ponga (PPE) PA – PE483.471v01-00

Responsible: PECH – Pat the Cope Gallagher
(ALDE)

PR – PE480.752v01-00

 Exchange of views
 Deadline for tabling amendments: 7 March 2012, 12.00

Maurice Ponga, rapporteur, presented his draft opinion. 

Speakers: Franziska Keller, Armando Astudillo (European Commission, MARE). 
Maurice Ponga wound up the debate.
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16. Defining a new development cooperation with Latin America
DEVE/7/07714

2011/2286(INI)

Rapporteur: Ricardo Cortés Lastra (S&D) PR – PE480.793v01-00
Responsible: DEVE –
Opinions: AFET – Laima Liucija Andrikienė

(PPE)
PA – PE478.613v01-00

 Exchange of views
Ricardo Cortés Lastra, rapporteur, presented his draft report. 
Speakers: Nirj Deva, Franziska Keller, Santiago Fisas Ayxela, Agustín Díaz de Mera 
García Consuegra, Charles Goerens, Tomaz Gorisek (EEAS), Jolita Butkevicien 
(European Commission, DEVCO). 

Ricardo Cortés Lastra wound up the debate.

17. The role of Parliaments in ensuring the implementation of the Programme of 
Action for the Least Developed Countries for the decade 2011-2020
DEVE/7/08858

 Exchange of views with representatives of the Inter-Parliamentary Union
Ms Norah Babic (Inter-Parliamentary Union) presented the state of play in the 
implementation of the "Istanbul Programme of Action".

Speakers: Nirj Deva, Filip Kaczmarek, Franziska Keller, Gay Mitchell, Ricardo 
Cortés Lastra, Godina Catalan (European Commission, DEVCO).

18. An Agenda for Change: the future of EU development policy
DEVE/7/08564

2012/2002(INI) COM(2011)0637
Rapporteur: Charles Goerens (ALDE)
Responsible: DEVE –
Opinions: AFET –

INTA – Decision: no opinion
ENVI – Decision: no opinion

 Exchange of views
Charles Goerens, rapporteur, presented the main ideas for his draft report.
Speakers: Nirj Deva, Ricardo Cortés Lastra, Franziska Keller, Filip Kaczmarek, 
Norbert Neuser, Gay Mitchell, Françoise Moreau (European Commission, DEVCO), 
Felix Fernández-Shaw (EEAS).

Charles Goerens wound up the debate.

19. Report of the European Parliament Development Committee Delegation to 
Kenya (31 October - 2 November 2011) 

Rapporteur: Michèle Striffler (Head of Delegation)
DEVE/7/08782

 Presentation of the report
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 Exchange of views
Ricardo Cortés Lastra presented the report and the main recommendations of the 
delegation.
Andy Catley, CELEP, made a presentation on pastoralism in the Horn of Africa.

Speakers: Filip Kaczmarek, Lodewijk Briet (Head of the Delegation of the European 
Union in Kenya), Willem Olthof (European Commission), James Kembi-Gitura
(Ambassador of the Republic of Kenya).
Ricardo Cortés Lastra wound up the debate.

20. Any other business

21. Next meeting(s)
 27 March 2012, 9.00 – 12.30 and 15.00 – 18.30
 23 April 2012, 15.00 – 18.30
 24 April 2012, 9.00 – 12.30 and 15.00 – 18.30
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Brussels, 20 February 2012

Note for the attention of the Bureau Members and the Coordinators

Coordinators’ decisions and recommendations:
meeting of  Thursday 16 February 2012

1. Renewal of Working Groups and special mandates in DEVE (2nd half of 
parliamentary term)

Decision / recommendation:

 Permanent Working groups for democratic scrutiny:
- The five permanent Working Groups for the democratic scrutiny of the legal 

instruments for development cooperation and humanitarian aid are reconstituted until 
the end of the present parliamentary term;

- The automatic link between the Chair of Working Group E and the function of 
Standing Rapporteur for Humanitarian Aid is maintained;

- Chairmen will be appointed by the political groups. Using the continuous D'Hondt 
system for DEVE (places 17-21) the allocation of the presidencies of the working 
groups to the political groups is as follows:

Geographical DCI 
programmes

Thematic DCI 
programmes

Other Chair

WG A - Central, East & South-
East Asia

- Investing in 
People S&D

WG B - South & West Asia - Environment EPP

WG C - Latin America: North & 
Central

- Migration and 
asylum S&D

WG D - Latin America: South
- South Africa

- Non-state actors 
in development ALDE

WG E
- Food Security - Food Facility

- Humanitarian Aid
- ACP Sugar Protocol
- BAM

EPP1

- Vice-Chairs for the Working Groups will be elected at the first meeting of each 
Working Group (ensuring that the Vice-Chair comes from a different group than the 
Chair, and preferably from one of the smaller groups in DEVE);

- The composition of the Working Groups will be completed by written procedure;

- Political groups will encourage their Members to actively participate in the work and
to attend the meetings of their Working Group.

                                               
1 The Chair of Working Group E is at the same time Standing Rapporteur for Humanitarian Aid
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Administrators: - Completion of composition of Working Groups: Van Hecken
- Working Group A: tbc
- Working Group B: tbc
- Working Group C: tbc
- Working Group D: tbc
- Working Group E: tbc

 Budget Working Group:
- The Budget Working Group is reconfirmed until the end of the present 

parliamentary term;

- The Working Group will be chaired in a rotation by the DEVE rapporteur for 
opinion on the budget for a particular year.

- The Working Group is open to all interested DEVE Members (no fixed 
membership).

Administrator: Bruynooghe

 Vice-Chair with special responsibility for gender mainstreaming:
- The mandate of the present Vice-Chair with special responsibility for gender 

mainstreaming (Mrs Creţu - S&D) is extended until the end of the present 
parliamentary term;

- The Vice-Chair with special responsibility for gender mainstreaming is invited to 
give greater visibility to her mandate (inter alia by reporting back once a year to 
the coordinators) and to take pro-active initiatives to promote gender 
mainstreaming in the committee's work.

Administrator: Liverini

 Standing rapporteur for humanitarian aid:
- The special mandate of Standing Rapporteur for humanitarian aid is reconstituted 

until the end of the present parliamentary term;

- The Standing Rapporteur for humanitarian aid is the Chair of Working Group E 
for democratic scrutiny.

Administrator: Bruynooghe

 Standing rapporteur on powers of legislative delegation:
- The mandate of the present Standing Rapporteur on powers of legislative 

delegation (Mr. Mitchell - EPP) is extended until the end of the present 
parliamentary term;

Administrator: Lerch

 EP representatives on the Executive Committee of the North-South Centre:
- The mandate of the present EP representatives on the Executive Council of the 

North-South Centre (full members: Mrs. Striffler - EPP, and Mr. Martínez 
Martínez - S&D; substitutes: Mrs. Zimmer - GUE/NGL, and Mr. Goerens -
ALDE) is extended until the end of the present parliamentary term.

Administrator: Moura
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 Possible creation of a Focal Point for Children’s Rights:
- Decision delayed until the next coordinators' meeting.
Administrator: Liverini

(Continuous D'Hondt system for DEVE in annex)

2. Appointment of rapporteurs and rapporteurs for opinion

 Report

 Own-initiative report on “Preparation of the multiannual financial framework 
regarding the financing of EU cooperation for African, Caribbean and Pacific 
States for the 2014-2020 period (11th European Development Fund)”

Decision / recommendation:
- Request authorisation for an INI report at the appropriate time (S&D, 2 points).
Administrator: Bilquin

 Possible own-initiative report on “Development Education and Awareness 
Raising for development in the European Union” (suggested by EPP coordinator 
Kaczmarek)

Decision / recommendation:
- Because all slots for INI reports are at present occupied, and in view of the fact 

that there is already a waiting list, invite the EPP to present the proposal again 
when a new title is required.

 State of play: current and requested INI reports

 General
Decision / recommendation:
- Speed up the work on the authorised INI reports for which no date for vote in the 

committee has yet been set;

 “The role of property rights, property ownership and wealth creation in 
eradicating poverty and fostering sustainable development in developing 
countries”

Decision / recommendation:
- Inform the Conference of Committee Chairs that the INI report on "The role of 

property rights, property ownership and wealth creation in eradicating poverty and 
fostering sustainable development in developing countries” will be postponed 
until after the presentation of the study and the holding of the hearing on the same 
subject, and request authorisation for drafting the INI report on "The EU's 2011 
report on Policy Coherence for Development";

- The INI report on "The role of property rights, property ownership and wealth 
creation in eradicating poverty and fostering sustainable development in 
developing countries” will receive the first available free slot for INI reports after 
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the presentation of the study and the holding of the hearing on the same subject;
Administrators: - For INI report on "Property rights": Pérez Navas

- For INI report on "Policy Coherence for Development": Illán

 “Intellectual property rights over generic resources: implications for developing 
countries and the way forward”

Decision / recommendation:
- Request authorisation to change the title of the INI report on "Intellectual property 

rights over generic resources: implications for developing countries and the way 
forward" to: “Development aspects of intellectual property rights on genetic 
resources: the impact on poverty reduction in developing countries” and propose 
associated committee status (Rule 50) to ENVI (with exclusive competence for 
ENVI over matters relating to international conventions on biodiversity and their 
implementation).

Administrator: Illán

 Opinions

 “Review of the EU’s human rights strategy” (INI report requested by 
AFET/DROI)

Decision / recommendation:
- Draft an opinion (EPP, 0 points).
Administrator: Liverini

 “EU strategy for the Horn of Africa” (INI report requested by AFET)

Decision / recommendation:
- Draft an opinion (EPP, 1 point).
Administrator: Bilquin

 Opinion for INTA on COM(2011)380 final – 2011/0167(NLE): Proposal for a 
Council decision on the conclusion of the Anti-Counterfeiting Trade Agreement 
between the European Union and its Member States, Australia, Canada, Japan, 
the Republic of Korea, the United Mexican States, the Kingdom of Morocco, 
New Zealand, the Republic of Singapore, the Swiss Confederation and the 
United States of America (“ACTA”)

Decision / recommendation:
- Request a Legal Opinion on "Impact of ACTA on access to generic medicines in 

developing countries" (in the letter of request: make a clear distinction between 
generic medicines and spurious/falsely-labelled/falsified/counterfeit (SFFC) 
medicines);

- Invite representatives from one or more specialized NGOs for an exchange of 
views with DEVE;

- The vote on the DEVE opinion is suspended until the reception of the Legal 
Opinion and its examination by the coordinators;
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- A letter sent by Mr. Goerens to Commissioner Piebalgs on this subject is attached 
for information to these coordinators' decisions and recommendations (see annex).

Administrator: De Souza

(New Tables of points in annex)

3. Structured dialogue on Commission Work Programme for 2013

Decision /recommendation:
- The political groups are invited to reflect on subjects they would like to propose as 

priorities for 2013 to be included in the letters giving the results of the process of 
Structured Dialogue. Proposals should be sent to the secretariat for examination at the 
next coordinators' meeting on 29 February or 1 March;

- Commissioners Piebalgs and Georgieva will be invited for a Structured Dialogue with 
the committee on the Commission’s Work Programme for 2013 in their areas of 
responsibility (to be organised in March or April 2012);

- The political groups are also invited to indicate to the secretariat which priorities they 
would like to be considered for the choice of the possible one subject to be included for 
DEVE in the Parliament's list of priorities for 2013.

Administrators: Van Hecken, Bruynooghe

4. Request for a presentation in a future DEVE meeting

 Possible exchange of views with Mr. Lars Thunell, Executive Vice President & CEO 
of IFC (International Finance Corporation - a member of the World Bank Group)

Decision / recommendation:
- Mr. Thunell will be invited for a presentation and an exchange of views with DEVE 

on 23 April on the subject of "lending in development", if possible as part of the 
DEVE committee meeting, or - alternatively - at a special meeting open to all 
committee Members and interested Members from other committees.

Administrator: Cole

 Possible presentation on “Women and food security” (request received from SOS 
FAIM Belgium and Luxembourg, also in the name of a number of NGOs in France and 
the Czech Republic)


Decision / recommendation:
- The requesting organisations will be informed that the DEVE secretariat will have its 

details kept in a file with a view to inviting them to future debates on reports or 
hearings (e.g.: should the MEPs responsible for the hearing on “Installer une sécurité 
foncière durable dans les pays en voie de développement” – scheduled for October 
2012 - decide to include a panel on food security, such a panel could include the 
African women peasants and community leaders proposed by the requesting 
organisations).

Administrator: Lerch
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5. Possible follow-up of coordinators’ meeting with CONCORD on 12 January 2012

Decision / recommendation:
- On the proposal for a letter from DEVE Chair Joly to Commission President Barroso on 

PCD: the recommendation to the Commission and to the Commission President can be 
included in the INI report on PCD which DEVE has decided to draft;

Administrator: Illán

- The recommendation on the EIB can be included in the opinion DEVE is currently 
drafting on the EIB;

Administrator: De Souza

- On the proposal to draft a joint letter on the MFF: reject the proposal (DEVE is part of 
the European Parliament and therefore an institutional actor, disposing of its own 
institutional channels and procedures to interact with other institutional bodies, inside 
and outside the EU);

Administrator: Van Hecken

- On the criteria used for measuring development levels: the rapporteur for the DCI 
legislative report is considering organising consultations, also in the framework of our 
committee’s interest in benchmarking 20% of the allocated assistance under country 
programmes covered by the DCI for “basic social services”. CONCORD’s suggestion 
may be useful in this context; It should, however, be noted that Parliament recently 
agreed with the OECD/DAC definition of the 20% for basic social services;

Administrator: Lerch

- On the forthcoming European Commission Communication on Civil Society and Local 
Authorities: DEVE should decide on its reaction when the communication is published 
and referred to the European Parliament;

Administrator: Liverini

6. Creation of a directorate for impact evaluation in the EP secretariat (DG IPOL)

Decision / recommendation:
- Since there is still a lack of clarity on the remit of the Supervisory Board and its 

supporting administrative structures, the secretariat will verify the competence of these 
bodies and report to the next Coordinators' meeting.

Administrator: McLauchlan

7. Invitation to the 2012 European Congress on Global Education (Lisbon, September 
2012)

Decision / recommendation:
- Send a 3 MEP committee delegation (drawn from the committee’s quota for delegations 

inside the European Union) to the European Congress on Global Education in Lisbon
(delegation to be constituted by using the committee’s rolling D’Hondt system) and 
inform the organisers of the Congress of this decision. (Composition of delegation: 1 
EPP, 1 ECR, 1 GUE/EFD/NI.)

Administrator: Liverini



PV\894337EN.doc 17/19 PE483.757v01-00

EN

8. Expertise budget 2012

Decision / recommendation:
- Political groups are invited to send recommendations for studies to the secretariat for 

decision at a next coordinators' meeting.
Administrator: Van Hecken

9. Study “Audit of the effectiveness of the work of the DEVE committee” (for 
information)

Decision / recommendation:
- Coordinators and political group staff will inform their colleague MEPs and group staff 

that they may receive a request for an interview from the experts carrying out the study, 
and that they are requested to fully cooperate with the experts.
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ANNEX

Tables of points 16-2-2012

REPORTS (2 points):
Groups Number of Members

[1]
Points used to date
[2]

Quota 
([2] divided by [1])

EPP 10 0
S&D 8 0+21=2 0.25
ALDE 4 0
Verts/ALE 3 0
ECR 2 0
GUE/NGL 1 0
EFD 1 0
NI 1 0
TOTAL 30

OPINIONS (1 point):
Groups Number of Members

[1]
Points used to date
[2]

Quota 
([2] divided by [1])

EPP 10 3+12=4 0.40
S&D 8 1 0.12
ALDE 4 0
Verts/ALE 3 1 0.33
ECR 2 0
GUE/NGL 1 0
EFD 1 0
NI 1 0
TOTAL 30

- Each report is valued at 2 points, each opinion at 1 point. In case various groups bid for the same 
report/ opinion, it is attributed to the bidder with the lowest quota.

- When a group asking for a report/opinion has not yet used any points, it is obviously not possible to 
divide the number of members by 0. In this case, for calculating the initial quota, the number of points 
for a report/ opinion is added to the total of all groups bidding for the report/opinion and calculations 
are then made as indicated above.

- When two or more groups bidding for a report/opinion have equal quotas, precedence goes to the 
group with the highest number of committee Members.

                                               
1  11th EDF
2  EU strategy Horn of Africa


