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EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 2009 - 2014

Delegation to the Euro-Latin American Parliamentary Assembly (Eurolat)

DLAT PV(2010)0222 01

MINUTES
Meeting of 22 February 2010, 16.30-18.30
BRUSSELS

The meeting began on Monday, 22 February 2010 at 16.30 with Delegation President José
Ignacio Salafranca Sdnchez-Neyra in the chair.

1. Adoption of draft agenda

The agenda was adopted as shown in these minutes.

2. Approval of minutes of the meeting of:

e 16 December 2009 PE 432.046v01-00

The minutes were approved.

3. Chair’s announcements

The chair announced that, at its meeting on 17 December 2009, the Conference of Presidents
(CoP) had approved the holding of the fourth ordinary plenary session of the EuroLat
Assembly in Seville (Spain) on 13-15 May 2010.

Furthermore, at its meeting on 4 February 2010, the CoP had approved the next EU-Mexico
and EU-Chile JPCs, which would take place either at one of Parliament’s three places of work
or in Seville (Spain) to coincide with the EuroLat Assembly ordinary plenary session in
Seville (Spain) on 13-15 May 2010.

The meetings of the Executive Bureau and the working group on migration would take place
on 30 and 31 March 2010 in Buenos Aires. The members of the Executive Bureau and the
working group had already received the requisite administrative notification. The work
programme and draft agendas would shortly be sent out by the secretariat.
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4. Exchange of views with Mr Juan Pablo de Laiglesia, State Secretary for Latin
America, on the Spanish Presidency’s priorities for relations between the EU and
the countries of Latin America and the Caribbean

In his speech State Secretary de Laiglesia stated that the Spanish Presidency’s principal
objective was to strengthen the strategic partnership between the EU and Latin America. To
that end, the Presidency’s work would focus on four priority lines of action: firstly, promoting
cooperation between global stakeholders in order to address the major challenges of our day
such as security, energy and climate change. Secondly, strengthening relations with Latin
American and Caribbean sub-regions with a view to concluding association agreements with
Central America and the Andean Community and to recommencing negotiations with
Mercosur. Thirdly, striking up bilateral relations with countries such as Brazil, Mexico, Chile
and Cuba; in the case of Cuba, Mr de Laiglesia said it would have to be ascertained whether
the EU’s joint position was sufficient or whether a bilateral framework was required. The
Spanish Presidency’s fourth priority was increasing citizen participation in civil society.

The following spoke: Emine Bozkurt (NL, S&D), Gianni Vattimo (ALDE, IT), Maria Mufiiz
de Urquiza (S&D, ES), Luis Yafiez-Barnuevo Garcia (S&D, ES), Bogustaw Sonik (EPP, PL),
Ilda Figueiredo (GUE/NGL, PT).

S. Exchange of views on Cuba’s refusal of entry to the Eurolat Socialist
coordinator

Carlos José Iturgaiz Angulo stated on behalf of the EPP Group that his group found Cuba’s
refusal to admit Luis Yafez-Barnuevo Garcia onto its territory unacceptable and proposed
making a formal protest to the Cuban authorities.

Mr Yafez-Barnuevo Garcia thanked the EPP Group for its support but said that he did not
want to make this matter into a serious issue in relations with Cuba or to cause a diplomatic
crisis. As such, he expressed his full support for the Spanish Presidency and its intention to
improve relations with Cuba.

The following spoke: Gianni Vattimo (ALDE, IT), Ilda Figueiredo (GUE/NGL, PT), Emine
Bozkurt (NL, S&D), Santiago Fisas Ayxela (EPP, ES), Bogustaw Sonik (EPP, PL), José
Ignacio Salafranca Sanchez-Neyra (EPP, ES).

Decision: The delegation president would consult President Buzek on the matter and
would contact the Cuban ambassador to the EU if it was deemed necessary.
6. Other business
The chair of the EU-LAC working group on migration, Agustin Diaz de Mera, gave
details of his speech at the High-Level Meeting on Migration in Madrid on 17-18
February 2010.

The following spoke: Maria Muiiz de Urquiza (S&D, ES).
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7. Date and place of next meeting

The chair announced that the next ordinary meeting of the delegation would most
likely be on 10 March 2010 in Strasburg.

The meeting closed at 18.30.
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