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Delegation to the Euro-Latin American Parliamentary Assembly
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MINUTES
of the meeting of 11 May 2011, from 17.30 to 19.00

Strasbourg

The meeting opened at 17.40 on Wednesday, 11 May 2011, with José Ignacio Salafranca 
Sánchez-Neyra in the chair.

1. Adoption of draft agenda

The agenda was adopted as shown in these minutes.

2. Approval of minutes of meeting of 6 April 2011 PE 446.769v01-00

The minutes were approved.

3. Chair's announcements

The Chair informed the meeting that a parliamentary network for cooperation with the 
Latin American and Caribbean Parliaments had been created on 15 April 2011 in Panama. It 
would be an administrative network like those which already existed in relation to parliaments 
in Europe (European Centre for Parliamentary Documentation and Research) and Africa 
(Africa Parliamentary Knowledge Network, set up in 2008). The new network basically 
aimed to offer physical infrastructure and electronic platforms through which the different 
parliaments could exchange their best practices and have access to technical assistance and 
experts on interparliamentary cooperation.

4. Outcome of the meetings of the Executive Bureau and the working group on 
migration in Cartagena de Indias (28 and 29 April 2011)

The Chair outlined the main results of the above meetings. On the one hand, the 
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working group on migration had held a lively exchange of views with various representatives 
of the International Committee of the Red Cross, the Colombian Government and Chamber of 
Representatives, and the EU Ambassador, representing the High Representative, Baroness 
Ashton. The Latin American side reported that a specific proposal on the creation of EU-LAC 
migration observatories would be presented at the group's next meeting in Montevideo. 
Attention was also drawn to the need to update the recommendation drafted by the working 
group at its previous meeting in Seville, in May 2010, in order to reflect the changes in EU 
migration policy since then, as well as migration issues arising within and amongst the Latin 
American countries themselves. During the meeting, the European Co-President, Agustín 
Díaz de Mera, said that he would be unable to attend the group's next meeting in Montevideo 
owing to the Spanish electoral timetable, and he asked co-rapporteur María Muñiz de Urquiza 
to stand in as the European Co-President at the group's Montevideo meeting, to which she 
agreed. On the other hand, the meeting of the Assembly's Executive Bureau had drawn up the 
draft agenda for the Plenary Session, approved the various reports and topics for discussion 
by the three standing committees and decided to draft separate declarations (Article 18 of the 
Rules of Procedure) on the current situation in the Southern Mediterranean and in the Persian 
Gulf, and on climate change in preparation for the UN conference due to be held in Durban in 
December 2011. The members of the Bureau were also told of the Latin American 
component's decision to increase the number of Parlasur representatives in the Assembly from 
13 to 15 (reducing the number of Parlatino representatives from 31 to 29) and to rotate the 
Co-Presidency of the Assembly every two years, with the next turn being Parlacen's, starting 
immediately after the plenary session in Montevideo. Concerning the starting-up of the EU-
LAC Foundation, a meeting of the Group of High-Level EU-LAC Officials (future executive 
board of the association) had been held in Santiago de Chile to discuss the question of the 
Foundation's legal statute and the appointment of its authorities, namely the chair (former 
Commissioner Benita Ferrero-Waldner) and executive director (the Peruvian Ambassador in 
Brussels, Jorge Valdés), given that both appointments needed to be made by consensus under 
a regional rotation system. Both appointees would shortly be invited to a meeting of the 
Delegation. Mention was also made of the Foundation's budget for 2012. With regard to the 
EuroLat Assembly's participation in the Foundation's Executive Board, as provided for in the 
Terms of Reference presented at the Madrid Summit, it was felt that the matter should be 
raised directly with the Foundation by the Co-Presidents of the Assembly, or by some other 
particularly qualified representative of its Executive Board.

The Chair also emphasised that the Cartagena meeting had been a resounding success 
in political terms, since it had been supported throughout by the Colombian Government, as 
demonstrated by the participation of and lengthy exchange of views with the Colombian vice-
President, Angelino Garzón, who had already confirmed his presence at the Montevideo 
meeting at the invitation of the two Co-Presidents. The Colombian vice-minister for External 
Affairs, Mónica L. Mutis, also took part in the Cartagena meeting.

5. Preparations for the fifth ordinary plenary sitting of the Assembly and the meetings 
of the standing committees, the Executive Bureau and the working group on 
migration, in Montevideo (17 to 19 May 2011)

 Consideration of the draft agenda for the plenary session

The Chair said that around 38 Members had already confirmed their attendance.
While recognising the difficulties involved (a long and tiring journey and, in particular, the 
forthcoming elections in Spain and Portugal), he appealed to the political groups to increase 
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the European Parliament's participation in the Montevideo meeting. He went on to say that the 
joint programme included meetings of the working group on migration, the Executive Bureau 
of the Assembly (ordinary), the three standing committees and the celebration of the Fifth 
Ordinary Plenary Session. The agenda would include for the first time a presentation to the 
plenary of the EU-LAC working group on migration's activities and the results of the EuroLat 
- civil society meeting, as decided by the Executive Bureau at Cartagena. Responding to the 
request put forward by the coordinator of the Socialist Group, Luis Yáñez, the programme 
would, as usual, include meetings of the various political families wishing to do so, on 
Tuesday 17 from 14.00 to 15.30, as well as meetings of the various EP permanent delegations 
and their Latin American counterparts on Wednesday 18 from 11.30 onwards. The plenary 
session would take place in the Legislative Palace in Montevideo, which was a National 
Historic Monument, and would form part of the national programme of celebrations of the 
bicentenary of the independence of Uruguay.  He drew members' attention to the joint formal 
opening ceremony, which would be attended by the President of the Republic of Uruguay, 
José Mujica. Others who had confirmed their presence at the ordinary plenary session 
included Angelino Garzón, Vice-President of Colombia, Alicia Bárcena, executive secretary 
of the Economic Committee for Latin America and the Caribbean (CEPAL), and Dante 
Caputo (OAS) and Álvaro Pinto (UNDP), who would be presenting and discussing the UNDP 
report on democracy 'Our Democracy'.

Speakers- Luis YÁÑEZ-BARNUEVO (S-D, ES), Jürgen KLUTE (GUE/NGL, DE), 
Renate WEBER (ALDE, RO), Andrés PERELLO-RODRIGUEZ (S-D, ES), 
Catherine GREZE (Verts/ALE, FR)

 Debate on the standing committees' documents and activities 

The Chair said that the following had also confirmed their participation: Eduardo 
Bonomi, Uruguayan Minister of the Interior, for the Committee on Political Affairs and 
Security; Enrique Pintado, Uruguayan Minister of Transport and Public Works, for the 
Committee on Economic, Financial and Commercial Affairs; and Eduardo Brenta, Uruguayan 
Minister of Labour and Social Security, for the Committee on Social Affairs, Human 
Exchanges, Environment, Education and Culture. He added that the amendments and voting 
lists for the three joint motions for resolution had recently been distributed, as had documents 
concerning the topics for debate. Finally, he thanked the rapporteurs and shadow rapporteurs 
from the various political groups for their work on the documents in question.

 Progress of work undertaken in the working group on migration 

The Chair said it was expected that a specific proposal for the creation of the EU-LAC 
Migration Observatory would be presented in Montevideo. A decision would also have to be 
taken on updating the recommendation drafted by the Working Group before the Madrid 
Summit, to include changes in EU migration policy since then as well as migration issues 
arising within and amongst the Latin American countries themselves.

Speakers-  María MUÑIZ DE URQUIZA (S-D, ES)

 Activities of the Vice-President responsible for relations with civil society 

Concerning the activities of the two co-vice-presidents responsible for relations with 
civil society (Article 4(2) of EuroLat’s Rules of Procedure), the Chair also confirmed that the 
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Assembly's formal election of Andrés Perelló Rodríguez (S&D Group) in replacement of 
Ricardo Cortés Lastra, would take place during the Montevideo plenary session on 19 May. 
He then invited Mr Perelló to talk about the activities linked to civil society scheduled to take 
place in Montevideo, particularly the EuroLat civil society meeting organised by the 
European Economic and Social Committee and due to take place from 14.30 to 16.00 on 
Tuesday 17 May. Finally, he told the meeting that the Bureau had decided in Cartagena that 
the Vice-Presidents responsible would inform the plenary of the outcome of the meeting.

Speakers - Andrés PERELLO-RODRIGUEZ (S-D, ES)

6. Other business

None.

7. Date and place of next meeting 

The Chair announced that the next meeting of the delegation would take place on 19 
September 2011 from 16.45 to 18.15 in Brussels.

The meeting closed at 18.05.
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