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Conclusions of the Sixth Interparliamentary Meeting between the

European Parliament Delegation for relations with the Maghreb countries
and the Delegation from the Mauritanian Parliament

Nouakchott, 18 February 2010

The European Parliament Delegation for relations with the Maghreb countries visited Mauritania 
from 15 to 18 February 2010. During its stay the Delegation, accompanied by a Mauritanian 
Parliamentary Delegation, held talks with the Presidents of the Parliamentary Chambers, the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs and Cooperation, and the Minister for the Interior and 
Decentralisation. It also had the honour of meeting the President of the Republic and the Prime 
Minister. The European Parliament Delegation for relations with the Maghreb countries thanks the 
Mauritanian Parliament and authorities for the welcome and hospitality it received during its stay.

Members of the European Parliament also met parliamentary groups from the majority and 
opposition sides, political party leaders, leading figures from civil society, the press, 
representatives of various emigrant communities and the administrative and security authorities of 
the Dakhlet Nouadhibou region. The Delegation’s visit to Mauritania had a twofold aim: first, to 
strengthen interparliamentary relations and second, to assess stability in Mauritania.

In the light of these meetings the two Delegations drew the following conclusions.

 There is a need to strengthen the Mauritanian parliamentary institutions, particularly in the 
fields of parliamentary business (assistance, training etc.), infrastructure (the seat of the two 
chambers) and administrative support (staffing) as part of the support for the process of 
governance provided by the European Union and its Member States. In this connection the 
Mauritanian party requested exceptional support from the European Union.

 Strengthening the parliamentary institutions in this way would also effectively enable an 
inclusive national dialogue to be set up, thus favouring the consolidation of democracy.

 There is a need to involve civil society in consultation procedures on issues of national
interest. Moreover Mauritanian civil society should be supported by medium- and long-term 
management training programmes, particularly on financial management, in order to provide 
more effective ways of dealing with poverty, the conditions leading to the persistence of 
slavery in any form and its consequences, and under-development. 

 Freedom of expression should be strengthened by opening up the media, particularly the 
audiovisual media, delivering real pluralism. In this regard the European party recommends
the decriminalisation of press offences. 
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Such measures would also strengthen the stability of Mauritanian society, which would in a spirit 
of consensus determine the political reforms to be introduced to develop the country, improve 
access to basic services and combat poverty.

In the area of external relations, regional cooperation on both migration and security in the region 
was also considered, underlining the important role that Mauritania is obliged to play because of 
its geographical situation.

In implementing its migration policy the EU should also adjust to local realities and encourage the 
training of staff of government authorities. The migration question cannot be settled purely from 
the security point of view. 

The fight against terrorism, a relatively new phenomenon in Mauritania, cannot be effective unless 
resources, the Mauritanian administration and the legal system are strengthened while respecting 
human rights. In this connection regional cooperation is essential and should be encouraged.

In the area of cooperation, and more particularly of the EU-Mauritania fishing agreement, special 
efforts should be made to benefit more from sectoral support, with the aim firstly of improving 
investment conditions in terms of infrastructure, and secondly of creating economic benefits, 
especially in employment, for the two parties.

Political instability has adversely affected implementation of the cooperation policy. Creating a
coordination mechanism for cooperation in the various sectoral policies would be beneficial and 
would encourage a long-term view of the efforts being made.

As regards future activities, the two Delegations agreed to meet once a year, alternately in 
Mauritania and at the European Parliament. The Mauritanian Delegation felt that it should be 
assisted by a permanent administrative secretariat at the Mauritanian Parliament, to improve 
ongoing support and follow-up for relations between the two institutions. The secretariat’s 
operating should be provided by the Mauritanian authorities, namely the Parliament and the 
institutions responsible for EU-Mauritania cooperation.

This mission by the Delegation for relations with the Maghreb countries and the Arab Maghreb 
Union was the first in the Islamic Republic of Mauritania since the resumption of European Union 
cooperation with Mauritania, as the last interparliamentary meeting was held in Nouakchott in 
May 2006. Chaired by Pier Antonio Panzeri (S&D, I), the Delegation comprised three other 
members: Cristian Dan Preda (PPE, Romania), Guido Milana (S&D, Italy) and Miguel Portas 
(GUE/NGL, Portugal).

The Mauritanian Delegation consisted of Mr Mohammed Abdellahi OULD GUELAYE, Chair, 
Mr Kamara Aly GUELADIO, Mr Mohammed El Moctar OULD ZAMEL, Ms Mariem MINT 
BILAL, Mr Moctar OULD BOUBACAR and Mr Moulaye Chrif OULD MOULAYE DRISS.


