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MINUTES
of the meeting of 28 November 2012, from 11.30 to 12.30
Brussels

The meeting opened at 11.30 on Wednesday, 28 November 2012, with Ms Said Khadraoui
(Vice-Chair) in the chair.

1. Adoption of draft agenda (PE490.217)
The draft agenda was adopted

2. Adoption of the minutes of the meeting of 12 November 2012 (PE490.214)
The minutes were adopted

3. Chair's announcements

4. Debriefing on the Egypt Task Force Mission on 13-14 November by Mr Sajjad
Karim

Mr Karim expressed his doubt about how important is EU for the Egyptians. Despite
quite extensive efforts, the program was changing in the last minutes and there was
observed reluctance on the Egyptian authorities to allow the EP Delegations to
participate fully in some of the dialogues with civil society and human rights
organizations. Prime Minister's absence in the last official diner was also confirming
this doubt. Considering the extensive efforts and generous commitments given by the
EU, Egypt should be equally committed to live up to the expectations. Failing that
EU's credibility would be at stake. During his meeting with the EU Delegation,
President Mursi stressed his commitment to the Task Force and development of the
cooperation, some of the reform process and constitutional process but there was no
indication from him concerning his last constitutional declaration. Egyptians were also
stressing their demand on the return of the assets hold within in EU, especially in the
UK.
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5. [Exchange of views on the Situation in Egypt and discussions on the new
constitution.

The guest speaker Assoc. Prof Elena Auon from ULB gave an overview regarding the
major developments in Egypt politics since President Mursi was elected and debates
over new constitution. The highlights of her presentation:

- President Mursi was actually elected by about 25% of the Egyptian electorate and
his first months in post can be characterized to be between pragmatism and
dogmatism.

- Following the pre-election attempts to limit the power of the future president by
Supreme Council of the Armed forces (SCAF), Mursi managed to move the military
off the center of the politics.

- Despite President Mursi's inclusive discourse, cabinet headed by Prime Minister
Qandil is mainly dominated by Islamists and some patterns from the past, like police
abuses, attempts to control media, drift towards authoritarianism, remains unchanged.
-According to recent poll named "Morsimeter" monitoring the performance of the
President's first 100 days, the rate of the overall promises in progress is 25/54; overall
promises achieved is 10/64 and people's satisfaction on what has been implemented so
far is 39%.

- In view of the worrying economic indicators, President pursues a pragmatic approach
to guarantee financial assistance from the US and Gulf countries and to develop ties
with countries like China, Turkey and India.

-While President tries to keep its traditional ties with the West and the region
countries, he made a cautious opening to Iran; criticizes Assad regime and pursuing a
pragmatic policy with Israel by discretely coordinating operations in Sinai, playing
key role in mediating between Israel&Hamas during operation "pillar of defence".

- Constitutional process has been interrupted since the beginning both by the SCAF
(dissolution of the Parliament) or the constitutional court (unconstitutionality of the
Constituent Assembly set up by the former parliament).

-Constituent Assembly was initially composed of 100 members but many liberal
members have resigned in the last months. Despite walk-outs from the liberals, the
Assembly still continues drafting the constitution and waiting the judicial ruling by the
constitutional court on its constitutionality due on 2 December.

- The Constitutional process is criticized for lacking transparency and plurality as it is
mainly dominated by Islamists. Major concerns about the draft that it bodes to a
religious state, threatens human rights and fundamental freedoms, and allows
expansion of presidential power. Less alarmist views comments that the final authority
that would apply the Islamist principles would be the elected parliament and the civil
courts. Although reference to Sharia was already there in the previous constitution, the
change in the new period would be upon executers of the constitution,
parliamentarians and judges.

- Although President's recent constitutional decree which gives him sweeping
legislative powers over the judiciary oversight, provoked an outraged response from
Egyptian liberals, there are still serious divisions among the society on this issue.
While some view the move as necessary to stabilize and move forward, some see it as
coup turning the president into a Pharaoh with unchecked powers. Egypt is at critical
juncture. It is to be seen in the following days how Egypt will get out of this political
crisis, by consensual solutions or by violent confrontation.

5. Any other business
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6. Date and place of next meeting

To be announced by the Secretariat

The meeting closed at 12.30.
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