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MINUTES
of the meeting of 3 March 2014, from 17.00 to 18.00
Brussels

The meeting opened at 17.00 on 3 March 2014, with Mario David (Chair) in the chair.

1. Adoption of draft agenda (PE527.029)
2. Adoption of the minutes of the meeting 22 January 2014 (PE527.028)
3. Chair's announcements

4. Middle East with a bird view: EGYPT - SYRIA - LEBANON
Ms Lina KHATIB, Director of the Carnegie Middle East Center, Beirut

Ms Kabhtib presented an assessment of the problems in the region especially from the Syria
crisis and Gulf countries perspective and summarized the points mentioned in her recent
article on "A comprehensive Strategy for Syria: Next Steps for the West".

-The good performance of the Syrian National Coalition during the Geneva II talks
encouraged the other opposition groups in Syria to engage with the Coalition. Western
stakeholders, especially Brussels, should encourage the expansion of the Syrian
opposition’s base of representation, which also guide a post-Assad state.

- Saudi Arabia and Qatar's involvement in Syria did not change in content but changed in
style and intensity. They, including Turkey, noticed that supporting jihadist groups in Syria
would later on create problems and threaten the stability in their countries once these
jihadist groups decide to settle in their countries. Once the GCC countries noticed these
threats, together with the new leaders in the Saudi Arabia and Qatar more interested in
engaging with the West, there is opportunity for the international community to cooperate
with Gulf countries and Turkey to stop supporting jihadists groups in Syria.

- Qatar's support to Muslim Brotherhood is not as much as before and would rather remain
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at the level of maintenance. The rivalry between Qatar and Saudi Arabia in Egypt would not
cross a particular line.

- A comprehensive strategy without military intervention is needed for Syria. Best scenario
is the Yemen example. Local governance capacity should be strengthened in Syria by
reinforcing Syria’s network of local councils, which is also necessary for the establishment
of a transitional government. EU should be engaged in empowering the local councils in
Syria.

- National Syrian Arab Army figures have the potential to tip the balance against Assad and
can help reduce the likelihood that a power vacuum will form after Assad’s departure. A
dialogue with elements of the national Syrian army should begin.

- Syrian opposition should be provided with weapons to opposition groups that enable them
to shift the balance of power in their favour. Weapons will protect them against the regime's

onslaught, allow them to hold rebel-controlled areas and help them fight jihadists.

- The Ukraine crisis would affect the engagement of Russia in the Syria crisis. Russia is an
important actor that should be engaged in dialogue about transition from Assad's rule.

- Lebanon has always been the most vulnerable neighbouring country against the Syria War.
No confessional faction in Lebanon, including Hezbollah and Sunnis, would like to see the

spill over of war to Lebanon and they agree on the need to stop the jihadists.

- The ongoing nuclear talks with Iran can be utilized as a platform for a further Syria deal.
Tehran could be urged to compromise on Syria to secure a nuclear agreement.

- Performance of political transition in Tunisia is very crucial at least to have one success
story in the Middle East and EU should support Tunisia economically and with security

sector reform. Salafists are strong in Tunisia as the Ennahda was afraid to crack down on
them and government in general does not have enough capacity to counter the Salafists.

5. Any other business
6. Date and place of next meeting

The meeting closed at 18.00
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