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MINUTES
of the meeting of 8 September 2011, from 08.45 to 09.45

Brussels

The meeting opened at 08.55 on Thursday, 8 September 2011, with Saïd El Khadraoui 
(Vice-Chair) in the chair.

1. Adoption of draft agenda (PE 469.651)
The draft agenda was adopted.

2. Adoption of the minutes of the meeting of 13 July 2011 (PE 462.206)
The minutes were adopted.

3. Chair’s announcements
The Chair announces the visit of a Delegation from the Lebanese Parliament on 11/12 
October. 

The Mashreq Delegation will wait for the announcement of the electoral calendar in Egypt 
before fixing the date for the planned DMAS Working Group visit (initially 24-28 November 
according to the annual programme).

4. Recent developments in Syria and EU reactions - Exchange of views with Mr Hugues 
MINGARELLI, Managing Director Middle East & Southern Neighbourhood, 
External Action Service

Mr. Mingarelli presents the sanctions the EU has enacted since May including an arms 
embargo, a travel ban, a freeze of assets, and the partly suspension of bilateral cooperation. 
The latest set of sanctions comprises an import embargo on Syrian oil. All those who benefit 
from the regime or support it, may face a freeze of assets and a travel ban. Reflexions on a 
possible ban on European investments in the oil sector are underway, but the objective is to 
avoid measures that hit the population. Member States are relatively united on the Syrian file.
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The EU has tried in vain to engage Syria on reforms. On request the EU could help with 
drafting a new constitutions, new electoral laws, developing free media, NGO, associations, 
and trade unions as it currently does in other Arab Spring countries. On 18 August, the US 
and EU called Assad to step aside. The EU is now coordinating with the Arab League, the 
Turkish MFA and at UN level. The EAS has been approached by Syrian opposition forces, 
but Mr. Mingarelli pointed to the difficulty of assessing their representativity. Within the EAS 
reflexions on the post-Assad period are underway.

The Members' questions focus on the possible EU offer to Syria to promote dialogue, reform 
and transition in case the regime stays in place (Vajgl), on the possibility of escalating 
sanctions and concerns about a unified EU approach to Syria (Obiols), the attitude of 
minorities towards the regime and the EEAS' interlocutors amongst the opposition (El-
Khadraoui).

5. Egypt: main challenges ahead - Exchange of views with Mr Marc FRANCO, Head of 
EU Delegation to Egypt

Egyptian elections might start mid-November and will be staggered over two weeks plus two 
other weeks for the second round to allow electoral supervision by the judges. Results are 
expected by mid-December. Presidential elections could take place early 2012. While three 
laws have been decreed on political rights, the People's Assembly, and the Shura Council, the 
law on electoral districts is still pending. Mr. Franco describes the electoral system as very 
complex combining a majority and a proportional system with 50% of seats reserved to 
workers and peasants. The Military Council ruled against any formal international observation 
mission, but would accept some kind of presence through the Embassies.

The upcoming elections should enable the transfer of political debate from Tahrir Square into 
Parliament. Yet, the revolutionaries are still reluctant to this. Mr. Franco labels the political 
landscape as confusing. On a recent visit Martin Schulz had contacts with a new Social 
Democrats Party which actually is rather liberal. The main antagonist forces are the Egyptian 
Bloc of "secular" parties versus the Democratic Alliance (Muslim Brothers, Nasserists, and 
oddly the traditionally secular Wafd party). Beyond the political and institutional reforms, Mr. 
Franco underlines that economic recovery and social justice remain the key challenges for 
Egypt.

While deploring the relative absence of political debate other than on a secular State in Egypt, 
Mr. Franco hints to the major role the European political families can play in engaging a 
debate on economic and social policy choices.

The debate focuses on social tensions and economic prospects (Obiols), the commitment of 
the Military to democracy (Vajgl) and free access to media for all parties (Brepoels).

6. Any other business
None.

7. Date and place of the next meeting
Brussels, 4 October 2011, 10.15.11.15, ASP 5E2

The meeting closed at 11.25.
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