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MINUTES
of the meeting of 30 May 2011, from 16.15 to 17.15
Brussels

The meeting opens at 16.15 on Monday, 30 May 2011, with Said ElI Khadraoui (Vice-Chair)
in the chair.

1. Adoption of draft agenda (PE)
The draft agenda was adopted.

2. Adoption of the minutes of meeting of 13 April 2011 (PE)
The minutes were adopted.

3. Chairman’s announcements
* The Chair welcomes Mr. Mingarelli and announces the visit of the Egyptian Minister of
Foreign Affairs (Mr. El-Araby) to Strasbourg on 8 June 2011.

* He informs that Moroccan diplomat Youssef Amrani has been appointed as the new
Secretary General of the Secretariat of the Union for the Mediterranean, post that he will
officially take on 1 July 2011.

* As a last point, the Chair informs that the commission FEMM, DEVE, and AFET DROI
will organise - in association with DMAG - a workshop on June 20 on the role of women
in processes of democratic transition and economic reform in Arab societies.

4. Report on the Inter-parliamentary Meeting in Jordan, 27-29 April 2010
Jordan enjoys relative calm and stability compared to neighbouring Egypt and Syria.
During the delegation's visit, the situation in Syria was a major concern.

The Delegation met with King Abdullah II, new Prime Minister Marouf Bakhit, Foreign
Minister Nasser Judeh, and both Chambers of Parliament. The President of the Senate,
Taher el Masri, is actually heading the Committee of National Dialogue, which is working
on a new electoral law and a law on political parties.
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Mr. El Khadraoui stressed that the successful implementation of the reforms will depend
on acceptance by a society split between a Palestinian majority and East Bank tribes as
well as an improvement of the economy based on creating employment. Jordan suffers
from a high budgetary deficit which prevents it for instance from absorbing additional EIB
loans.

The Delegation welcomed the obvious political will to comprehensive reform and
encouraged its interlocutors to pursue on this path. At the same time, it had to make clear
that the priority of future EU assistance will be given to well-performing countries.
Therefore, the Jordanian demand of unconditional budgetary support had to be dismissed.

The Middle East Peace Process was also a standing subject of conversation. The question
whether the EU succeeds in having a common position in September when it comes to
recognising a Palestinian State at the UN is something that Middle Eastern Partners see as
an ultimate test for the EU's credibility in Foreign Policy.

The Delegation followed up on last year's EP resolution on the Jordan Valley when it
visited the EU-funded Eco Park project led by an NGO, "Friends of the Earth" and looked
into the issue of water scarcity and rehabilitation of the Jordan river.

5. Exchange of views in the presence of Hugues Mingarelli, Managing Director at the
EEAS on the situation in Syria and the reopening of Rafah.

On Syria, Mr Mingarelli holds that the EU should seek dialogue with the protestors and
advice them. In parallel, the EU uses different channels to convince the Syrian regime of
the need of a national dialogue, including through Turkey. With regard to the sanctions,
"the EU has proceeded gradually as it wanted to give Assad a chance to react before
targeting himself." Almost all cooperation activities with Syria are now on hold and the
signature of the Association Agreement is frozen. Four EU Member States are currently
seeking an UN Security Council resolution condemning Syria, but Russia is reluctant.

The Syrian crisis impacts on Lebanon (delaying the formation of a new government) and
on Syrian relations with Hamas (pushing Hamas leader Khaled Meshal to softening his
position in negotiations with Fatah and thus indirectly facilitating Palestinain
reconciliation). Allegedly, Iran provides Syria with logistical support to crush the
rebellion. Mr. Mingarelli also voices concerns about the worsening economic situation in
Syria. He reminds that the EU welcomed Palestinian reconciliation. The new Palestinian
government will be judged upon its acts, but should stick to the Quartet principles.

Concerning border issues with Egypt, the EU also welcomes the re-opening of Rafah
which puts an end to collective punishment. EUBAM can rapidly be redeployed based on
the 2005 Agreement on movement and access if the parties wish so. Saying this,
he dismisses Mr. Obiols' question of whether a new legal frame for EUBAM is needed
given the changed circumstances.

Part of the debate with the members focusses on the preparedness of the EU for the
possible vote on recognising a Palestinian State at the UN in September. Mr. Mingarelli

argues that "unilateral steps at the UN would complicate the situation" and sees the risk of
a split within the EU on this issue despite ongoing discussions of Mrs. Ashton with the
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Member States. The EU pushes for a Quartet meeting to be held end of June / early July to
ask parties to resume negotiations.

6. Any other business

7. Date and place of the next meeting
The next meeting takes place in Brussels on 15 June.

The meeting closes at 17.15.
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