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MINUTES
of the meeting of 25 April 2012, from 10.15 to 11.15

Brussels

The meeting opened at 10.15 on Wednesday, 25 April 2012, with Mário David (Chair) in the 
chair.

1. Adoption of draft agenda (PE 476.432)

The draft agenda was adopted.

2. Adoption of the minutes of the meeting of 21 March 2012 (PE 476.433)

The minutes were adopted.

3. Chair's announcements

The Chair informed that the focus of the meeting would be the forthcoming visit of a DMAS 
working group to Egypt on 30 April-4 May. All the members of this Delegation were present.

4. Exchange of views with Andreu Claret, Executive Director of the Anna Lindh 
Foundation, Alexandria

Andreu Claret explained that Anna Lindh Foundation (ALF), created seven years ago in order 
to promote inter-cultural dialogue in the framework of the Euro-Mediterranean Partnership, is 
adapting its approach and shifting resources to the southern countries in response to the Arab 
Spring. It now specially focuses on social actors for change according to a 'four D' strategy: 
dialogue, diversity, democracy, development. A new programme "Citizens for dialogue" 
benefits from additional EU funding of €3million. It focuses on capacity-building and 
promoting South-South exchanges between civil societies and new emerging actors.

Claret stressed that ALF is trying best to get not affected by the paralysis affecting the UfM in 
the last years, due to the developments in the Palestinian-Israeli conflict. He said it is time 
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again to reinforce the Euro-Mediterranean dimension. He noted positively that a EuroMed 
ministerial meeting on intercultural dialogue and citizenship is planned. EP and PA UfM 
should be present at the ALF Forum in Marseille on 28-31 March 2013. At the same time, 
ALF is advocating at national and regional levels of government in order to bring inter-
cultural dialogue to the agenda.

In the Mashreq, ALF is trying to develop its activities in the difficult context of the
Palestinian-Israeli conflict. Although the Syrian state has officially withdrawn from the UfM, 
ALF is still working with the Syrian society, partly with Syrians in neighbouring countries.

Claret added that ALF's budget has increased thanks to the extra funding from de EU, but it 
has not still attained the goal of sustainability.

Discussion focused on the impact of the Egyptian NGO crackdown  on ALF (none according 
to Claret since ALF is only working with legally registered NGOs and recognised as a 
Mediterranean institution), and on the impact of the current populist and xenophobic strive in 
Europe on the feasibility of intercultural dialogue which Claret recognises as a clear 
challenge. Asked on the prospect of fair presidential elections in Egypt, Claret considered that 
the recent exclusion of key presidential candidates might even enhance the plurality of the 
elections. He finally made a strong case to improve mobility for actors from the southern 
Mediterranean now.

5. Exchange of views with Heba Morayef, Middle East and North Africa researcher 
for Human Rights Watch, Egypt

Heba Morayef gave the Delegation a series of practical advice on human rights issues to be 
raised during their visit to Egypt. She invited the Members to use positively the People's 
Assembly's readiness to engage internationally in order to make in particular the Islamists 
understand that human rights are part of foreign relations.

She considered that the Delegation should address the new NGO law under discussion with 
the HR Committee: in particular the receipt of foreign funding without prior authorisation and 
registration of NGOs. The Freedom and Justice Party so far is not in favour of a liberal NGO 
regime. In order to be more effective, members should opt for a very "technical" approach, 
reminding Egypt its international commitments, pointing to different European practices, and 
recalling the implications of the issue for EU funding. Many donors can't implement their
projects right now. All this should be reflected in the EU country strategy. She pledged for an 
overall EU strategy for NGOs while considering the monitoring of NGO trials by the EU 
Delegation as a positive move.

Morayef illustrated how the repressive penal code allows criminal defamation like in cases as 
Asmaa Mahfouz and Kamal Abbas, whom the Delegation will meet. Discussions in the 
legislative committee of the People's Assembly for a new Freedom of Assembly are halted. A 
key message to the Supreme Council of the Armed Forces (SCAF) should be that military 
trials for civilians should be absolutely banned. Accountability should be a priority. She 
further invited the Members to raise the issue of the Emergency law which still allows for 
administrative detention and emergency security courts.

6. Any other business

At the beginning of the meeting, a minute of silence was observed in the memory of deceased 
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Member Miguel Portas.

At the suggestion of Marietje Schaake, the Chair added an intervention of Daniel Calingaert 
from Freedom House to the agenda. Calingaert recommended the Delegation to remind Egypt 
its international commitments with regard to NGO activities. He explained that Freedom 
House was among the organisations targeted in the recent crackdown on civil society, which 
did not only affect foreign NGOs but also the Egyptian ones.

7. Date and place of next meeting

Brussels, 30 May 2012, 10.15-11.15, ASP 5E2.

The meeting closed at 11.15.
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