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EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 2009 - 2014

Delegation for relations with the Mashreq countries

DMAS_PV(2011)0713_1

MINUTES
of the meeting of 13 July 2011, from 10:15to 11.15
Brussels

The meeting opened at 10.35 on Wednesday, 13 July 2011, due to the late arrival of the group
of guests, with Mario David (Chair) in the chair.

1. Adoption of draft agenda (PE462.201)
The draft agenda was adopted.

2. Adoption of the minutes of the meeting of 15 June 2011 (PE462.206)
The minutes were adopted.

3. Chair’s announcements

The Chair announced that the AFET Committee will organise an exchange of views with
representatives from the Syrian opposition on the current state of affairs in Syria in
association with DMAS today from 11.30-12.30.

4. Exchange of views with Egyptian political party activists (list of participants attached)

The Chair introduced the visitors' presence for a seminar at the EP in Brussels as a direct
outcome of the visit of an ad hoc Delegation to Cairo in March 2011. Then Members
concluded on the need of supporting the forces of the nascent Egyptian democracy.

Around ten activists from different political backgrounds ranging from Liberals to the Muslim
Brotherhood took the floor. There was a broad consensus that the new relationship between
the EU and post-revolutionary Egypt should be based on an equal footing, and that past
mistakes of supporting a regime against their people should be avoided.

The Chair pointed out that future EU support ("more for more" and "less for less") would not
go to a regime which doesn't uphold the values the revolution was based on. The majority of
the Egyptian party representatives rejected the idea of the EU applying carrots and sticks.
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The electoral calendar, fair and equal access of all political forces to the media, and the
prospects of one single joint electoral list were at the core of the debate.

While some insisted on the still prevailing uncertainties concerning the future electoral
framework, it resulted that for most of the activists, the electoral calendar that was implicitly
accepted by referendum last March, is not the central issue. Participants stressed that
accepting the outcome of the referendum is part of democratic practice. However, many
converged that the media is still under the influence of the old regime and that access has not
substantially changed since the revolution.

According to the speakers the Muslim Brotherhood's proposal for a cross-party electoral list is
followed by 28 out of 32 parties. Some explained this by the stakeholders' wish to build a
consensual democracy in times where divisions are perceived as weakening the country as
such. Yet, some activists hoped for a joint list of liberal parties instead of a single joint list to
enable competition.

Members and guests agreed on the need of repeating and intensifying this type of exchange.

5. Any other business
None.

6. Date and place of the next meeting
Brussels, 8 September 2011, 8.45-9.45, PHS 4B001.

The meeting closed at 11.25

PE469.653v01-00 2/6 PV\875269EN.doc



NPUCHCTBEH JUCT/LISTA DE ASISTENCIA/PREZENCNI LISTINA/DELTAGERLISTE/
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toimielimet/Andra institutioner/organ

#H #H#

PE469.653v01-00 4/6 PV\875269EN.doc

EN
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politickych skupin/Sekretariat politi¢nih skupin/Poliittisten ryhmien sihteeristot/Gruppernas sekretariat
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S. Krauss
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