














27- Requests that a standardized system of registration and training be set up in hospital 
Centers and NGOs, especially as regards in pregnancy resulting from rape and cases of 
mental health with a view to taking action for the granting certificates to the judicial 
authority, and that family counselling centers in hospitals be increased, 

28- Recalls that there are women who Buffer from a double violence, the societal violence 
and that exerted by occupation such as the case of Palestinian women deprived of their 
basic rights, (1) 

29- Calls on Euro-Mediterranean States to take due account of the specific circumstances of 
certain categories of women who are particularly vulnerable to violence, such as women 
belonging to minorities, female Immigrants, female refugees, women living in poverty in 
rural or isolated communities, women in prison or other institutions, girls, women with 
disabilities, and older women, 

30- Calls for international solidarity through support for the network of associations 
specialised in combating violence against women, especially financial support for the 
creation of shelters in order to offer accommodation to victims, 

The gender approach and its role in developing of legislations and 
practices:  

P-Whereas the first Ministerial Conference on "Strengthening the Role of Women in 
Society" took place in Istanbul on 14 and 15 November 2006 where Ministry adopted a 
Common Framework of Action 2006-2011, and agreed to organise a follow-up conference in 
2009 to evaluate progress; 

Q-Whereas the second Ministerial Conference took place on 11 and 12 of November 
2009 in Marrakech where Ministers of 43 Union for the Mediterranean Partners reiterated 
their commitment "to promote de jure and de facto equality between men and women" and 
" to  mains t ream a  gender  approach in  a l l  pol icy  areas" ,  acknowledged that  "equal  
participation of women and men in all spheres of life is a crucial element of democracy and 
sustainable development" and proposed "to integrate gender equality( as) one of the priority 
project areas of the Union for the Mediterranean"; 

R-Whereas progress in eliminating discrimination against women has been slow in spite 
of the high hopes about the possibilities the Istanbul Plan of Action had created to improve 
the situation of women, notably in terms of the promotion of gender equality; 

S-Whereas the Istanbul Plan of Action (IPA) in 2006 could constitute a valuable tool for 
the promotion of gender equality and the protection of women's rights but still remains a 
simple declaration without binding measures, concrete provisions, adequate follow-up and 
implementation mechanisms; 

T-Whereas there is a tendency to consider women's rights as a cultural and religious 
matter in Southern and Eastern Mediterranean countries,  stressing in this respect i ts 
commitment to the principle of universality and indivisibility of human rights; 

U-Whereas significant efforts are needed to implement the Istanbul/Marrakech process 
and to transform it into a series of political measures to be implemented in each country; 

(1) Reservations were expressed by some members of the European Parliament (ALDE and PPE groups), Austria,  
Belgium, Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Israel, Italy, Latvia, Luxembourg, 
Poland, Sweden and United Kingdom. 
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