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The Parliamentary Assembly of the Union for the Mediterranean (PA

UfM)

The Parliamentary Assembly of the Union for the Mediterranean (PA UfM) seeks to be officially 
recognised as the Union for the Mediterranean's parliamentary institution (according to the Joint 
Declaration of the Paris Summit for the Mediterranean on 13 July 2008 in Paris, "The Euro-Mediterranean 
Parliamentary Assembly will be the legitimate parliamentary expression of the Barcelona Process: Union 
for the Mediterranean") and for the time being plays a consultative role. It was established, under the name 
Euro-Mediterranean Parliamentary Assembly (EMPA), in Naples on 3 December 2003 by decision of the 
Ministerial Conference of the Euro-Mediterranean Partnership. 

The Assembly opened its proceedings in Vouliagmeni, Athens, on 22 and 23 March 2004. 

Its Presidency rotates annually and is held by each of the four members of the Bureau in turn. Currently, 
and for the 2008-2012 four year term, the Bureau consists of the Presidents of:

 the European Parliament (EP) - presidency from 2008 to 2009, 

 the Jordanian Chamber of Representatives - presidency from 2009 to 2010,

 the Italian Parliament - presidency from 2010 to 2011,

 the Moroccan Chamber of Representatives - presidency from 2011 to 2012.

The Bureau coordinates the business of the Assembly. The working languages are Arabic, English and 
French. Texts adopted by the PA UfM are also available in Hebrew and Turkish and in the other official 
languages of the European Union.

The EP participates to the work of the PA UfM with a 49 members delegation, plus the President (hors 
quota).

It is important to notice that the PA UfM enjoys political and operational autonomy, fact that has also been 
recognised by the EP Bureau in its decision of 9 May 20051 but that this autonomy is subject to the 
decisions of the EP Conference of Presidents and Bureau, and must be exerted in the limits of its credits 
voted in the European Parliament budget.

The PA UfM role
The Assembly, which represents the parliamentary dimension of the Union for the Mediterranean, plays for 
the time being a consultative role:

• It provides parliamentary impetus, input and support for the consolidation and development of the Euro-
Mediterranean Partnership.

• It expresses its views on all issues relating to the Partnership, including the implementation of the 
association agreements.

• It adopts resolutions or recommendations, which are not legally binding, addressed to the Euro-
Mediterranean Conference.
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Composition of the Assembly
The PA UfM consists of a maximum of 280 Members appointed by:
• the national parliaments of the EU Member States (three members each, 81 members));
• the national parliaments of the EU's Mediterranean partners (150 members);
• the European Parliament (49 Members).

Presidency and Bureau
The EMPA Bureau consists of four members, two of whom are appointed by the NPs of the Mediterranean 
partner countries, one by the EU NPs and one by the EP, which is the only permanent member. They serve a 
four-year term and hold the Presidency of the Assembly on the basis of a yearly rotation in order to guarantee 
parity between the EU component and the component of the Mediterranean partners. The other three 
members act as vice-presidents.

Committees and Working Groups:
The Assembly consists of five standing committees, each of them having a four-member Bureau. The 
permanent committees are responsible for addressing the partnership's main strands.

• Committee on Political Affairs, Security and Human Rights

Bureau: Chair: EP
Vice-Chairs: * France; Israel; Palestinian Authority   

• Committee on Economic, Financial and Social Affairs and Education

Bureau: Chair: Egypt
Vice-Chairs: * EP; Luxembourg; Turkey

• Committee on Improving Quality of Life, Exchanges between civil societies and Culture

Bureau: Chair: Portugal
Vice-Chairs: * Algeria; EP; Lebanon 

• Committee on Women's Rights in the Euro Mediterranean Countries

Bureau: Chair: Tunisia 
Vice-Chairs: * Algeria; EP; Luxembourg

• Committee on Energy and Environment

Bureau: Chair: Austria
Vice-Chairs: Algeria; EP; Tunisia

NB: The standing Committees' Bureaus have a two-year term of office. Since Committees Bureaus members 
were re-elected at the plenary in March 2010 in Athens, next elections shall take place at the next plenary 
session in March 2012 in Morocco.

Working Group on Financing of the Assembly and revision of the EMPA's Rules of Procedure is a 
consultative body of the Bureau. It was established in 2005 with a view to discuss and put forward 
modifications to the Assembly's Rules of Procedure which will enable the Assembly to improve the 
effectiveness of its work.

The mandate of the Working Group was extended in several rounds. Following the approval by the Assembly, 
in March 2011, of the amendments to the Rules necessary for the setting up of the Assembly's budget, the 
WG became a permanent body of the PA UfM, responsible for proposing the annual draft budget, in addition 
to the tasks assigned to it by the Bureau.

Bureau: Chair: EP (since its creation, always an EP VP as President)
Vice-Chair: Algeria
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Working Group on the Euro-Mediterranean University (EMUNI) was established in 2009, on a proposal by the 
EP, with the aim to follow the work of the EMUNI University.

Bureau: Chair: EP (since its creation, always an EP VP as President)
Vice-Chair: Morocco

The composition of the Committees and Working Groups is presented in Annex.

Decision making procedure
The EMPA takes decisions by consensus in the presence of half-plus-one of the delegations of each of the 
two component parts.

Where no consensus can be reached, the Assembly adopts decisions by a qualified majority of at least two-
thirds of the votes of the members present from each of the two components, in the presence of at least half 
of the members plus one of each of the two components of the Assembly.

Current work of the Assembly's bodies
1. Bureau and Bureau enlarged2 to Committees chairs: 

 the last Bureau and enlarged Bureau meetings were held on 11 July 2011, in Rabat.

 the next meeting is scheduled for 17 February 2012 in Rabat.

2. Committees:

The topics addressed by the Committees (2011 - 2012), on which recommendations will be adopted by the 
Plenary in March 2012 in Rabat:

 POLITICAL COMMITTEE:

Which European partnership to respond to the new context of democratic transition in the 
Mediterranean?

Four co-rapporteurs, of which one from the EP

 ECONOMIC COMMITTEE:
1. Towards a comprehensive Euro-Mediterranean framework for the economic development 

of the region

2. Decentralisation, territorial, economic and social cohesion: costal and inland regions

Four rapporteurs, of which two from the EP

 CULTURE COMMITTEE:
1. Perspectives for Mediterranean Youth

2. Migration, employment and integration

3. A Mediterranean Charter for values and intercultural dialogue

Six rapporteurs, of which three from the EP

 WOMEN'S RIGHTS COMMITTEE:
The role of women in the democratisation process and governance in the Euro-
Mediterranean region

Four rapporteurs, of which one from the EP

 COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENT:
1. Potential of biomass in agriculture
2. Let's do it campaign
3. Improving mobility of researchers, students and teachers, and funding opportunities for 
Euromed education programmes

                                               
2 The enlarged Bureau is composed of: the Bureau members, the Chairs of the four standing Committees and the Chair 
of the Working Group on Rules of Procedure.
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Five rapporteurs, of which one from the EP

3. Working Groups:

WG on Rules of Procedure and Financing of the PA UfM

In March 2011 in Rome the PA UfM Bureau mandated the WG on Rules to discuss and put forward 
proposals for the measures necessary in order to enforce the Plenary decision (Amman, 14 March 
2010) on financial contributions to the Assembly's budget, in particular measures concerning the non-
contributing delegations.  (For the matters of the financial contributions, the secretariat, and its seat -  
see below)

WG EMUNI

At its meeting on 11 July 2011 the Bureau mandated the WG to discuss and prepare a report on 
"Funding opportunities for EMUNI and improving the mobility of students and academics in the Euro-
Mediterranean Area". The report will be presented at the next Plenary session in Rabat.

Two rapporteurs, of which one from the EP 

It is important to notice that the PA UfM enjoys political and operational autonomy, fact that has also been 
recognised by the EP Bureau in its decision of 9 May 20053, but that this autonomy is subject to the decisions 
of the EP Conference of Presidents and Bureau, and must be exerted in the limits of its credits voted in the 
European Parliament budget. The autonomy enables the Chairs of the Assembly's different bodies to decide, 
together with the concerned Bureaus, on aspects related to their activities, such as draft agenda, date and 
venue of their meetings, irrespective of the individual agendas of the 44 member Parliaments.

European Parliament's contribution to the functioning of the PA UfM

On 8 March 2010 the EP Bureau took a decision of principle on the establishing of a PA UfM Secretariat and 
on the Parliament's contribution to such a Secretariat and to a future operational budget for the Assembly (as 
decided by the Assembly's plenary in March 2010).

Accordingly, and given that the PA UfM Plenary decided to set up a small-scale secretariat, based in Brussels 
and composed of eight staff members (of which four at AD level and four at AST level) seconded by the 
Parliaments which are members of the Assembly's Bureau at the time, two EP officials (one AD and one 
AST) will be seconded to the secretariat.

Furthermore, since the EP is the only permanent member of the Assembly's Bureau, it was agreed that the 
Secretariat should be located in offices put at its disposal by the EP.

At the same date the EP Bureau approved the €176.319 financial contribution to the future budget of the PA 
UfM. The amount represents the EP's share to the operational budget of €608.720 approved the Assembly's 
plenary in March 2010 in Amman.

By decision of 6 October 2010, the EP Bureau entrusted Vice-Presidents Gianni Pittella and Isabelle Duran to 
take the necessary steps with the Belgian authorities in order to resolve the issue of the recognition of the 
legal personality of the PA UfM Secretariat in Belgium. Such a legal personality is the sine qua non
requirement for the setting up of both the secretariat and the budget for the Assembly.

The Seat agreement with the Belgian authorities is ready; the approval of the Belgian regional governments is 
still missing.
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