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Draft programme of the monitoring group on the situation in the Southern Mediterranean

The AFET Enlarged Bureau decided on 1 March 2011 to set up a monitoring group, with an advisory 
role, to follow the deep political crisis affecting Tunisia, Egypt and Libya and to monitor EU 
assistance to the whole region, in the light of the current review of the ENP.

 The monitoring group shall meet on a regular basis (i.e. as a general rule once a week) and shall, on 
the basis of the mandate given to it by the Enlarged Bureau1:

 act as an interface and provide political guidance to the EEAS/Commission Task Force 
chaired by Pierre Vimont on the crisis in the Mediterranean; in this context it will consider 
current programming of EU financial assistance in the countries concerned, with a view to 
possible reallocation;

 follow closely measures put in place to accompany the democratic transition in the countries 
concerned, including the electoral processes;

 provide regular feedback to the Enlarged Bureau/AFET committee on the evolution of the 
crisis;

 advise the Enlarged Bureau on necessary steps to be taken (including fact-finding missions) 
to ensure that EU response to the democratic transition in the Southern Mediterranean 
region is relevant, effective and timely;

 formulate recommendations, in the light of the lessons learnt, for the AFET committee on 
the review of the ENP South.

In view of the above the members of the groups could consider adopting the following draft working 
programme:

Invitation to: Item on the agenda: Remarks:

Pierre Vimont, chair of 
the EEAS/ 
Commission Task 
force, (at following 
meetings Mr Vimont 
could delegate to Mr 
Mingarelli)

 State of play of the measures already 
put in place, feedback from the expert 
assessment missions carried out so far,  
further actions and measures to be 
undertaken by the Task force

Meetings with the Task Force 
should be held on a regular basis

European Investment 
Bank

Operation modalities of the EIB and 
state of play of the financing situation 
for the countries concerned and 
prospects in view of the current 
revision of the EIB mandate (Council 
position pending)

Venice Commission Feedback on the forthcoming Venice 
Commission mission to Tunisia (16-18 
March ) to assess the constitutional 
and electoral reform needs 

This meeting could take place in 
Strasbourg on week 14

EuropeAid - ECHO State of play of the humanitarian 
situation in the countries concerned

Heads of EU 
Delegation 

Exchange of views with the Head of EU 
Delegation for Egypt, Mr Marco 

                                                            
1 Its mandate will last until the end of 2011, unless otherwise decided by the Enlarged Bureau.
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Franco, and the Head of EU Delegation 
for Tunisia and Libya, Mr Adrianus 
Koetsenruijter.

Civil society Meetings with representatives of civil 
society from Egypt and Tunisia + NGOs
following the situation in Libya

Local Stakeholders Meetings with local stakeholders on 
the situation on various important 
sectors (businesses, education, local 
and regional development)

E.g.: chairs of Central Banks, 
reforms committees (in the case 
of Tunisia), Business 
Confederations, Chambers of 
commerce, rectors of 
universities, Bar associations, 
trade unions, and social 
organizations (association of 
unemployed youth, for 
example).

Think tanks
Meetings with representatives of think 
tanks following and advising on the 
democratic transition process

E.g.: 
- The European Institute for 
Security Studies, which has 
recently co-sponsored a seminar 
in Tunis;
- The Club of Madrid has 
launched an initiative aimed to 
strengthen discourse and 
association in the Middle East 
and North Africa.  This project, 
“Strengthening Dialogue and 
Democratic Discourse through 
Freedom of Association in the 
Mediterranean and the Middle 
East Region” was implemented in 
Bahrain, Egypt, Jordan, Morocco, 
Tunisia, and Saudi Arabia.

World Bank, IMF, 
African Development 
Bank

Meetings with representatives of non-
EU financial institutions on their 
contribution to the economic recovery 
of the countries in the region

FRONTEX State of play of the FRONTEX 
operations in the Mediterranean -  i.e. 
exchange of views the FRONTEX 
Executive Director, Mr Ilkka Pertti 
Juhani Laitinen.


