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Excerpt from the speech:

"Four years after its establishment, the Union for the Mediterranean is in a pitiful state: it is stagnating.

Not a single major integration project has yet been carried out; ministerial meetings have become less frequent; 

the second summit of heads of government has still not been held.

And this is happening at a time when incredible political and social upheavals are taking place in the 

Mediterranean region!

A year ago the Arab Spring began. Well educated and committed young people came out onto the streets to 

demonstrate against the arbitrary exercise of power, often risking their lives. They called for a dignified way of life 

and democratic participation.

As friends and partners we have a duty to accompany our neighbours on their road towards the establishment of 

free and democratic societies.



For in the years ahead, Parliaments will have a key role to play in keeping the promise of freedom held out by the 

Arab Spring by adopting new Constitutions.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

The Mediterranean is an exceptionally dynamic region with enormous economic potential; an area where 800 

million people share a common destiny. Together we have challenges to overcome in ensuring peace, 

environmental protection, access to drinking water and sustainable development.

To this end we must ensure that the Union for the Mediterranean receives adequate funding. Only then will it also 

be able to tackle the projects to generate growth and jobs.

I would therefore appeal to you to give the Union for the Mediterranean the financial and political support it 

deserves.

Here too, as with today's other topics of debate, a significant element of what is at stake is money.

To demand more money at a time of crisis is certainly not a programme to be espoused by anyone who wishes to 

win a popularity contest.

But the responsibility which we bear for our people compels us to oppose those who wish to make cuts in the very 

places where we need the money most: when it comes to investing in our future.

Thank you."


