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BELIEVE IN DIALOGUE. ACT FOR CITIZENSHIP
2011 Anna Lindh Euro-Mediterranean Foundation Initiative

The historic events that the Mediterranean region has experienced in the last months, in 
particular in Tunisia and in Egypt, represent an important challenge for the Anna Lindh 
Foundation as an institution for intercultural dialogue in the region. Through their work in 
the civil society, the Foundation’s National Networks are concerned about the implications that 
this historical shift can and should bring to the Foundation’s work. Following these events, the 
Anna Lindh Foundation launched an initiative “Belive in dialogue. Act for Citizenship”
integrating a comprehensive programme of activities developed during 2011, and addressing 
issues related to intercultural dialogue and democracy, together with its National Networks. It 
must complement the work of the Foundation in favour of dialogue, cooperation and mutual 
support between people of different beliefs or backgrounds with common aspirations, and the 
will to build their societies together, rejecting any act of discrimination and violence. 

This initiative will be the beginning of a process that the ALF will incorporate to its program as 
a permanent field of action for its future program 2011-2014. In this framework the ALF will 
organize two major activities in 2012: The Anna Lindh Forum, a major gathering of civil 
society with more than 1.000 members of its networks and the Anna Lindh Rapport polling 
more than 13.000 citizens of the euromed region. Both initiatives will take as central points:
democracy, youth and intercultural citizenship.

The Report on intercultural trends published in 2010 underlined how much important is the 
improvement of perceptions in the region, demonstrating that cultural values on both shores are 
not so differing and anticipating in a certain way the convergence on the universal values which 
are now at the core of the social mobilization in many of the Southern Mediterranean countries. 
Deeply rooted in the social and cultural transformation in the last decades, the Mediterranean is 
facing an historical defining moment. If the ALF Rapport underlines how Mediterranean is 
suffering more a clash of ignorance than a clash of civilizations, the recent events have more 
than confirmed these conclusions. Some of the most widely established stereotypes regarding 
our vision of the Mediterranean have been challenged. For an institution like the Anna Lindh 
Foundation, who works for sharing values and improving perceptions in the Mediterranean, this 
situation offer a exceptional opportunity for working in favour of the capacity to the societies 
to open to the others, to challenge diversity and to be involved in dialogue.

One of the most important idea which emerges from this new situation is that the Foundation 
must take into account the new demands emerging from the Youth. Being the most engaged 
actors of change they should be also actors for intercultural dialogue.  The Youth engaged in 
ALF projects and programmes are concerned by social and cultural challenges. They will bring 
to the ALF programs and activities issues like Human Rights, Gender Equality and, in general 
better and more sustainable conditions of living. ALF will incorporate the social dimension as 
a major point in the construction of an intercultural citizenship able to develop a cultural 
dialogue and the establishment of more democratic and viable societies. 

The transition to open societies will promote more regular interaction, more exchanges both at 
the institutional and social level. This new dynamic will be relevant for the role of the 
intercultural dialogue in the societies of transition where the dialogue will be a central part.
Promoting the exchange of good practices and debate about citizenship, democracy and 
transitions among cultural operators, non-governmental organizations, media and young 
activists at Arab and Euro-Med level will be a one of the major objectives in the work for the 
Foundation.
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CONCRETE ACTIONS DEVELOPPED BY ANNA LINDH FOUNDATION 
IN THE FRAMEWORK OF THE INITIATIVE

“BELIEVE IN DIALOGUE. ACT FOR CITIZENSHIP”.
“EXCHANGING CIVIL SOCIETY INTERCULTURAL PRACTICES ON 

PARTICIPATION, TRANSITIONS AND DEMOCRACY”

A. Adapting the ALF current programme (2011)

- Launching of the 2011 Euro-Med Dialogue Award on the theme of “Dialogue for citizenship 
and freedom” 

- Working on media in reporting on social transformations in the region and the role of social 
media (in partnership with the European Commission and European Neighbourhood Journalist 
Network) 

- Publishing the ‘Intercultural Digest’ with featured articles on issues at the heart of the 
intercultural dialogue agenda, including the role of youth, citizenship and civil society 
challenges to trans-Mediterranean democratic change 

- Coordinating the Education Workshop about youth, change and education

- Dissemination of the Anna Lindh Bloggers and Intercultural Dialogue Tool Kit at the national 
and regional level 

B. Encouraging the adjustment of current activities promoted by the Networks 

- Integrating issues related to citizenship, democracy and freedoms in the networks activities 

- Addressing an invitation to members of the Tunisian and Egyptian Networks to attend 
meetings of other Anna Lindh National Networks (upon request of the hosting Networks, with 
the Foundation’s financial support) 

C. New specific activities 

- Euro-Med Gathering for citizenship, transition and intercultural dialogue (Tunisia, june 2011) 

- Arab Networks Regional Training Meeting on intercultural dialogue and social change (Egypt, 
june 2011) 

D. Preparing the strategy and the programme of the Foundation for Phase 3 (2011-14) 

- Organising a high-level meeting with the original members of the ‘Group de Sages’ on 
intercultural dialogue to reassess the role of dialogue in the Euro-Mediterranean region 

- Preparing the 2012 Anna Lindh Report: The next poll addressed to 13.000 euromed citizens 
and the relevant analyses should be tailored to the new situation during the first meeting of the 
Report experts committee

- Preparing the 2012 Anna Lindh Forum attended by 1.000 members of the ALF civil society 
national networks, with the central thematic of Democracy, participation and youth.


