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EUROMED CIVIL SOCIETY 
ENPI South Regional Programme

Priorities and New Role of Civil Society facing the 
“Arab Spring” - First Strategic Orientations of the 
Committee 
The first meeting of the Strategic Orientation Committee (SOC) of the Euromed Civil 
Society Programme held, on January the 28th 2011 in Brussels, concluded a series of 
viewpoints on the notion of civil society, the specific needs and interests of Euro-
Mediterranean civil societies, on the priorities that Programme must take into account 
and the tasks of the SOC.

The Committee is composed of 20 personalities of Euro-Mediterranean civil society. 
The meeting was also attended by some representatives of European Institutions and 
International organizations: Andreu Claret (Executive Director of the Anna Lindh 
Foundation), Antonio Vigilante (Director of the United Nations Office at the EU), 
Bruno Marasà (Political Advisor, European Parliament), and Jean-François Bence 
(Director of the European Economic and Social Committee - EESC).  

The meeting chaired by Anna Abariotou, Head of Sector European Commission, 
EuropeAid Development and Co-operation Directorate-General, was opened by 
Rachid Khedim, Team Leader of the Technical Assistance of the Euromed Civil 
Society Programme, that recalled the objectives, priorities and steps of the 
Programme.

First of all, The Committee focused on a preliminary issue: the notion of civil society. 
Even though this definition is still controversial, participants tried to outline some 
concepts that are functional to the Programme’s objectives. Two basic concepts were 
generally acknowledged. The first is that civil society comprises everything that falls 
within public and political institutions and the market. It does not include political 
parties, universities, the media that can be, depending on the case, public institutions, 
public or private enterprises. On the other hand, teachers or journalists associations 
are indeed part of civil society.

The second basic concept agreed upon is the one concerning the difference between 
society and civil society. The latter solely refers to organized civil society, 
representing organized groups within society operating in the framework of precise 
interests and specific fields such as economic, social, civil, cultural and religious and 
practising, defending and advancing these same interests. Hence, all professional 
organizations, including those of employers, must be involved in the Programme as a 
component of civil society. If an insurmountable limit has to be applied, be it that 
these organizations do not use violence as a tool for resolving conflicts. On the 
contrary, all efforts will be made to involve all organizations suffering from 
marginalization and repression by Governments.   

Particularly, in the light of the recent events of the “Arab Spring”, it was 
recommended that the Programme also takes into account the less organized 
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structures – such as social networks and youth – which have been introducing a new 
dynamism in civil society.

To this end, participants reaffirmed the necessity to revaluate the evolving needs of 
civil society in order for the Programme to adequately address them.

On the role of the EU, the participants highlighted the importance of supporting the 
civil society efforts in relation to freedom of association and expression, reforms, rule 
of law, independence of the judiciary system, right to demonstrate, and the effective 
enforcement of the right of citizenship and all what demonstrate the aspirations of the 
people.

The participants to the meeting finally agreed upon the major priorities of civil society 
in order to define a basis for the evaluation of the Euro-Mediterranean policies and 
processes. Initial and basic interest is to ensure the civil society participation at all 
levels in decision-making processes and more generally, in civil and democratic life. 
There is also a necessity to consider the aspect of security of persons, civil groups as 
well as civil life which today is threatened by several factors: wars and military 
occupations and conflicts.

Economic and social security is a main and common interest among the civil society. 
Finally, it is the interest of persons and social groups to fully exercise their rights of 
citizenship, free development of their cultural and religious life, as well as human and 
social relations.

The meeting was also an opportunity to recall the main tasks of the Strategic 
Orientation Committee which mainly include to work as observer of the Euro-
Mediterranean civil society concerning the Euro-Mediterranean policies and processes 
and to develop strategic orientations strengthening the participation of civil society to 
these policies and processes, especially in their regional and sub-regional dimensions, 
as well as to develop proposals for the European Commission concerning the regional 
and sub-regional programmes, especially in what regards the strengthening of civil 
society.


