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Catherine Ashton, European Union High Representative for Foreign Affairs 
and Security Policy/European Commission Vice-President, and Sergey 
Lavrov, Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation Sergey Lavrov 
made today the following statement in the margins of the EU-Russia summit 
in Rostov-on-Don (Russia):

"The EU and Russia regret the loss of lives during the Israeli military operation 
against the Flotilla sailing to Gaza. 

The EU and Russia demand a full and impartial inquiry of the events and 
circumstances.

The EU and Russia call for immediate opening of crossings for the flow of 
humanitarian aid, commercial goods and people to and from Gaza."
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EUROPEAN UNION

Catherine Ashton, EU High Representative for Foreign Affairs 

31 May 2010

Gaza flotilla attack: Ashton demands inquiry as Buzek condemns 
breach of international law

EU High Representative for Foreign Affairs Catherine Ashton has expressed her 
deepest concern at the Israeli military operation against the flotilla sailing to Gaza, 
demanding an immediate inquiry by Israel.

Addressing journalists in Warsaw, she said she had spoken to Israeli Foreign Minister 
Avigdor Lieberman. “I have said there should be an immediate inquiry by Israel into 
the circumstances, and I have also taken the opportunity to point out, having visited 
Gaza, the importance of opening the crossings for humanitarian aid to go through to 
ensure ordinary people have a better existence that that which I saw.”

“We will continue to coordinate with member states through today,” she added, “and 
of course I express my condolences to the families of those who lost their lives.”

The President of the European Parliament, Jerzy Buzek, also condemned the Israeli 
attack. “Despite repeated calls for all involved to act with restraint and responsibility, 
the interception of the convoy in international waters has resulted in many 
casualties. This is an unjustified attack, which has claimed at least a dozen lives,” he 
said in a statement, adding: “It is a clear and unacceptable breach of international 
law, especially the fourth Geneva Convention. We demand that Israel explains its 
actions immediately, with the utmost transparency, and guarantees full accountability 
by co-operating with any full inquiry that is to be set up.” 

In the statement, President Buzek said: “The European Parliament also urges High 
Representative Ashton to take steps within the Quartet to force Israel to lift the siege 
on the people of Gaza immediately and unconditionally. We cannot stand by while 
80% of the Gazan population is living below the poverty line.”
 (ENPI Info Centre)

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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UNITED NATIONS

Security Council

Security Council
SC/9940 

Department of Public Information • News and Media Division • New York
Security Council
6325th & 6326th Meetings (PM & Night)

31 May 2010

SECURITY COUNCIL CONDEMNS ACTS RESULTING IN CIVILIAN 
DEATHS DURING ISRAELI OPERATION

AGAINST GAZA-BOUND AID CONVOY, CALLS FOR 
INVESTIGATION, IN PRESIDENTIAL STATEMENT

Also Briefed by United Nations Political Official, Who Says Bloodshed Would
Have Been Avoided if Israel Had Lifted Unacceptable, Counterproductive 

Blockade

In the early morning hours of Tuesday, the Security Council expressed deep regret at 
the loss of life and injuries resulting from the use of force during the Israeli military 
operation early on Monday in international waters against the convoy sailing to Gaza, 
and condemned those acts which had killed at least 10 civilians and wounded many 
more.

Twelve hours after convening an emergency session on Monday in response to the 
Israeli “operation” on the Gaza-bound maritime convoy, the Council issued the 
statement, read out by Claude Heller of Mexico, whose delegation leads the Council 
in June (Lebanon was the Council President until midnight, 31 May), requesting the 
immediate release of the ships, as well as the civilians held by Israel.

The Council urged Israel to permit full consular access, to allow the countries 
concerned to retrieve their deceased and wounded immediately, and to ensure the 
delivery of humanitarian assistance from the convoy to its destination.

It took note of the statement of United Nations Secretary-General on the need to have 
a full investigation into the matter and it called for a prompt, impartial, credible and 
transparent investigation conforming to international standards.
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Stressing that the situation in Gaza was not sustainable, the Council re-emphasized the 
importance of the full implementation of resolutions 1850 (2008) and 1860 (2009). In 
that context, it reiterated its grave concern at the humanitarian situation in Gaza and 
stressed the need for the sustained and regular flow of goods and people to Gaza, as 
well as unimpeded provision and distribution of humanitarian assistance throughout 
the enclave. The Council also expressed support for the proximity talks.

At an earlier meeting Monday afternoon, Oscar Fernandez-Taranco, Assistant 
Secretary-General for Political Affairs, briefed the Council on the incident, reporting 
that Israeli naval forces had boarded a six-ship convoy, which had been heading 
towards Gaza. The stated purpose of the convoy was to deliver humanitarian aid to 
Gaza and to break the Israeli blockade on Gaza, he said, making clear the United 
Nations has “no independent information on what transpired”.

He said that in the lead-up to today’s events, the Israeli authorities had conveyed their 
intention, both publicly and through diplomatic channels, not to allow the convoy to 
reach Gaza. The Israeli authorities had stated that if the convoy proceeded, contrary to 
those warnings, they would divert it to an Israeli port, inspect the cargo, facilitate the 
entry of only those goods that were allowed into Gaza in accordance with Israel’s 
blockade, and deport those on-board.

The organizers of the convoy had indicated their intention to proceed with their 
convoy and to attempt to deliver their full consignment of cargo to Gaza and to break 
the blockade, he said. And a committee of persons organized by the de facto Hamas 
authorities in Gaza had been formed to receive the convoy.

According to the Israeli authorities, Israel naval forces had conveyed directly to the 
convoy in the early hours of Monday that they would not be allowed to reach port in 
Gaza, he said. However, the convoy had proceeded towards Gaza. At approximately 
0400 hours local time, the Israeli navy had acted to intercept the convoy. That had 
reportedly taken place some 40 nautical miles off the coast, in international waters, 
and had reportedly involved Israeli military personnel boarding the vessels, supported 
by naval ships and helicopters.

Given the circumstances, he said, “it is not possible to state definitively the sequence 
or details of what happened”. The Israeli Government had stated that the 
demonstrators on-board had used knives and clubs against Israel Defense Forces naval 
personnel, and possibly live fire, and that a weapon had been grabbed from one of its 
soldiers. Given that those who had been on-board were now in Israeli custody and had 
had their transmission equipment confiscated, further information from the convoy’s 
organizers had been minimal since the incident.

He said that the Secretary-General had stated earlier on Monday in Kampala that he 
was “shocked” by the killings and injuries of people on the boats and had condemned 
the violence. He had called for a full investigation to determine exactly how the 
bloodshed had taken place and stressed that Israel must urgently provide a full 
explanation. In Mr. Fernandez Taranco’s view, today’s bloodshed would have been 
avoided if repeated calls on Israel to end the counterproductive and unacceptable 
blockade of Gaza had been heeded.
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Turkey’s Foreign Minister, Ahmet Davutoğlu, said he was distraught by the incident, 
which was a grave breach of international law and constituted banditry and piracy —
it was “murder” conducted by a State, without justification. A nation that followed 
that path lost its legitimacy as a respectable member of the international community.
The children of Gaza, meanwhile, did not know where their next meal was coming 
from; they had received no education and had no future. Today, many humanitarian 
workers returned home in body bags. Israel had “blood on its hands”.

High-seas freedom, he said, freedom of navigation, was one of the oldest forms of 
international law; no vessel could be stopped or boarded without the consent of the 
captain or flag State. Any suspected violation of the law did not absolve the 
intervening State under international law. To treat humanitarian delivery as a hostile 
act and to treat aid workers as combatants could not be deemed legal or legitimate.
Any attempt to legitimize the attack was futile.

This was an attack on the United Nations and its values, he said, adding that the 
international system had suffered a sharp blow, and now “it is our responsibility to 
rectify this and prove that common sense and respect to international law prevails”.
Israel must be prepared to face the consequences of its crimes. The processes in place 
had been suffocated by that one single act. Israel had become an advocate of 
aggression and the use of force. He called on the people of Israel to express dismay.
Steps must be taken to reinstate Israel’s status as a credible partner and responsible 
member of the international community.

The Security Council should react strongly and adopt a presidential statement today 
strongly condemning Israel and demanding an urgent inquiry and punishment for the 
perpetrators, he urged. He called on the body to step up and do what was expected of 
it.

The Palestinian Authority had declared a state of mourning for three days, said the 
Permanent Observer of Palestine to the United Nations, adding that everyone was a 
victim, to be mourned as martyrs of Palestine. It was high time for the Security 
Council to take decisive measures against Israel, which always acted beyond the law, 
he stressed. The continuation of the Gaza blockade and the starvation of the people 
who lived there was what had led to today’s crime and had allowed hundreds around 
the world “to be on our side”.

He promised that the fleets would continue to come until the blockade was ended and 
the suffering ameliorated for the Palestinian people. The attack of those unarmed 
civilians aboard foreign ships in international waters was more proof that Israel acted 
as a country beyond the law. Hence, the international community must take “urgent 
and suitable” measures. It was time for the Council to put an end to the unjustifiable 
blockade imposed on 1.5 million Palestinians and to implement its resolution 1860 
(2009).

Israel’s representative told the Council that, although the flotilla was portrayed in the 
media as a humanitarian mission, it was anything but. If that were truly the case, the 
organizers of the mission would have accepted weeks ago Israel’s offer to transfer the 
aid brought on the flotilla through the Israeli port of Ashdod and through the 
established Israeli procedures. Much material and merchandise was entering Gaza 
daily through those mechanisms. “I would like to stress there is no humanitarian crisis 
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in Gaza,” he said. The flotilla’s organizers had not only rejected Israel’s offer, but 
they had stated that their mission was not about delivering humanitarian supplies, but 
about breaking the Israeli siege on Gaza.

“What kind of humanitarian activists demand to bypass the United Nations, the Red 
Cross and other internationally recognized agencies?” he asked. “What kind of peace 
activists use knives, clubs and other weapons to attack soldiers who board a ship in 
accordance with international law?” he said. He asked what kind of activists embraced 
Hamas and terrorist organizations that openly shunned a two-State solution and called 
for Israel’s destruction. “The answer is clear. They are not peace activists; they are not 
messengers of goodwill. They cynically use the guise of humanitarian aid to send a 
message of hate and to implement violence.”

Council members around the table were generally united in strongly condemning the 
incident, deploring the loss of life and calling for a release by the Israeli authorities of 
the detainees. They agreed on the unambiguous need for an independent and in-depth 
investigation, with most suggesting that Israel bore the responsibility to provide a full 
account of what had occurred and to describe the efforts it had made to minimize the 
loss of life and injuries.

Context for today’s tragedy, many said, were the Israeli restrictions on Gaza, which 
they insisted must be lifted, in line with resolution 1860 (2009). The current closure 
was deemed unacceptable and counterproductive, and ending it was among the 
highest priorities of many of their Governments and of the international community as 
a whole. There were calls for continued humanitarian reconstruction aid and 
economic development assistance for Gaza, with some speakers saying Monday 
morning’s events had also highlighted the need, once again, for a comprehensive 
solution to the Arab-Israeli conflict.

Additional statements were made by the representatives of the United Kingdom, 
Mexico, Brazil, Austria, Japan, Nigeria, United States, Russian Federation, Uganda, 
China, France, Gabon, Bosnia and Herzegovina, and Lebanon.

The first meeting, on Monday, was called to order at 1:55 p.m. and adjourned at 3:19 
p.m. The second meeting began at 1:43 a.m. on Tuesday and ended at 1:51 a.m.

Presidential Statement

The full text of the presidential statement, to be issued as document S/PRST/2010/9, 
reads as follows:

“The Security Council deeply regrets the loss of life and injuries resulting from the 
use of force during the Israeli military operation in international waters against the 
convoy sailing to Gaza. The Council, in this context, condemns those acts which 
resulted in the loss of at least 10 civilians and many wounded, and expresses its 
condolences to their families.

“The Security Council requests the immediate release of the ships as well as the 
civilians held by Israel. The Council urges Israel to permit full consular access, to 
allow the countries concerned to retrieve their deceased and wounded immediately, 
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and to ensure the delivery of humanitarian assistance from the convoy to its 
destination.

“The Security Council takes note of the statement of the United Nations Secretary–
General on the need to have a full investigation into the matter and it calls for a 
prompt, impartial, credible and transparent investigation conforming to international 
standards.

“The Security Council stresses that the situation in Gaza is not sustainable. The 
Council re-emphasizes the importance of the full implementation of resolutions 1850 
(2008) and 1860 (2009). In that context, it reiterates its grave concern at the 
humanitarian situation in Gaza and stresses the need for sustained and regular flow of 
goods and people to Gaza as well as unimpeded provision and distribution of 
humanitarian assistance throughout Gaza.

“The Security Council underscores that the only viable solution to Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict is an agreement negotiated between the parties and re-emphasizes that only a 
two-State solution, with an independent and viable Palestinian State living side by 
side in peace and security with Israel and its other neighbours, could bring peace to 
the region.

“The Security Council expresses support for the proximity talks and voices concern 
that this incident took place while the proximity talks are under way and urges the 
parties to act with restraint, avoiding any unilateral and provocative actions, and all 
international partners to promote an atmosphere of cooperation between the parties 
and throughout the region.”

Background

The Security Council met today in an emergency meeting to discuss the unfolding 
situation in the Middle East, including the Palestinian question.

Briefing

OSCAR FERNANDEZ-TARANCO, United Nations Assistant Secretary-General for 
Political Affairs, reported that, in the early morning hours, Israeli naval forces had 
boarded a six-ship convoy, which was heading towards Gaza. The stated purpose of 
the convoy was to deliver humanitarian aid to Gaza and to break the Israeli blockade 
on Gaza. The convoy was reportedly carrying a range of educational, medical and 
construction materials and approximately 700 activists, citizens of several countries.
Among their numbers were reportedly members of parliament from several countries.

He said that in the lead-up to today’s events, the Israeli authorities had conveyed their 
intention, both publicly and through diplomatic channels, not to allow the convoy to 
reach Gaza. The Israeli authorities had stated that should the convoy proceed contrary 
to those warnings they would divert it to an Israeli port, inspect the cargo, facilitate 
the entry of only those goods that were allowed into Gaza, in accordance with Israel’s 
blockade, and deport those on-board.

The organizers of the convoy had indicated their intention to proceed with their 
convoy and to attempt to deliver their full consignment of cargo to Gaza and to break 
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the blockade, he said. A committee of persons organized by the de facto Hamas 
authorities in Gaza had been formed to receive the convoy.

He said that several Governments with nationals on-board the vessels had urged 
restraint from all sides and had indicated to the Israeli authorities their utmost concern 
that their nationals be protected. The Secretary-General’s Spokesperson last Friday 
had urged that all involved act with a sense of care and responsibility and work for a 
satisfactory resolution.

The convoy had been due to reach Gaza today, he said. According to the Israeli 
authorities, Israel naval forces had conveyed directly to the convoy during the early 
hours of this morning that they would not be allowed to reach port in Gaza. However, 
the convoy had proceeded towards Gaza. At approximately 0400 hours local time, the 
Israeli navy had acted to intercept the convoy. That had reportedly taken place some 
40 nautical miles off the coast, in international waters. That reportedly had involved 
Israeli military personnel boarding the vessels, supported by naval ships and 
helicopters.

He said that Israeli forces had taken control of all six vessels. There had been serious 
violence on the main passenger vessel, a Turkish-registered ship named Mavi 
Marmara. He had also seen media reports of violence related to a Greek-registered 
ship, the Sfendonii. As a result of that violence, according to the latest information, at 
least 10 people had been killed and at least 30 injured, while at least six Israeli 
military personnel had been injured. There were no finally confirmed casualty figures 
at the current stage.

Given the circumstances, he said, “it is not possible to state definitively the sequence 
or details of what happened”. The Israeli Government had stated that the 
demonstrators on-board had used knives and clubs against Israel Defense Forces naval 
personnel, and possibly live fire, and that a weapon had been grabbed from an Israel 
Defense Forces soldier. Given that those who had been on-board the ships were now 
in Israeli custody, including reporters who were travelling with the convoy, and had 
had their transmission equipment confiscated by the boarding Israeli forces, further 
information from the organizers of the convoy had been minimal since this morning.
“We have no independent information on what transpired.”

According to Israeli statements, the seriously injured had subsequently been 
evacuated by helicopter to hospitals in Israel, he continued. Five of the ships had 
arrived under escort at the Israeli port of Ashdod, but the Mavi Marmara had not yet 
been brought into port. An Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs spokesperson had stated 
that all international persons from the vessels would be deported.

Israeli authorities had expressed regret about the casualties, but blamed the activists 
for the violence, he said. Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas had 
condemned Israel’s actions and the killing of the activists and declared three days of 
mourning in the Occupied Palestinian Territory. There had been widespread regional 
and international expressions of alarm and concern at the bloodshed, as well as 
diplomatic demarches seeking a full explanation from the Israeli authorities. There 
had also been protests in Gaza, the West Bank, Israel and several regional capitals.
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He said that the Secretary-General had stated earlier today in Kampala that he is 
“shocked” by the killings and injuries of people on the boats and condemned the 
violence. He called for a full investigation to determine exactly how the bloodshed 
had taken place and stressed that Israel must urgently provide a full explanation. At 
the Secretary-General’s direction, Special Coordinator Robert Serry, along with the 
United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East 
(UNRWA) Commissioner-General, Filippo Grandi, had been actively engaged on the 
ground since the crisis had broken to urge restraint and an end to violence, and 
coordinate with all relevant parties in the tragedy’s aftermath.

“We underscore the importance of a full investigation into this incident, as called for 
by the Secretary-General,” the Assistant Secretary-General said, adding that it was 
also imperative that Israel provide access to detainees, in accordance with relevant 
international legal standards. And more broadly, “we stress the importance of all 
parties strictly adhering to the framework of international law, including international 
humanitarian law and the law of the sea”.

“We also stress that these developments come at a time when all efforts should be 
focused on the need to build trust and advance Israeli-Palestinian negotiations, and 
nurture regional cooperation in support of peace. It is vital that the proximity talks 
continue,” he said.

He pointed out that, in his view, today’s bloodshed would have been avoided if 
repeated calls on Israel to end the counterproductive and unacceptable blockade of 
Gaza had been heeded. He stressed the scale of unmet needs of Gaza’s civilian 
population and reiterated that the blockade of Gaza must end. Special Coordinator 
Serry had briefed the Council in detail on 18 May on the serious humanitarian, human 
rights and socio-economic conditions facing the civilian population in Gaza, and had 
made clear the range of interventions, from water and sanitation to education, to 
health, to the commercial sector, which were urgent to meet the needs. (See Press 
Release SC/9929)

“The only way forward for Gaza is a different and more positive strategy that 
implements Security Council resolution 1860 (2009). It is now more vital than ever 
that this be put into effect,” he urged.

Statements

AHMET DAVUTOĞLU, Minister for Foreign Affairs of Turkey, said the meeting 
was the result of a very sad and tragic occasion in which a Member State had 
committed a serious crime in total disregard of all the United Nations values. He said 
he was distraught that the Israeli Defense Forces had stormed a multinational, civilian 
endeavour, killing and wounding many civilians. “This action was uncalled for,” he 
said, and a “grave breach of international law”. “In simplest terms, this is tantamount 
to banditry and piracy. It is murder conducted by a State. It has no excuses, no 
justification whatsoever,” he said.

The multinational civilian flotilla, comprised of a few ships and 600 people from 
32 countries carrying humanitarian aid to impoverished Gaza, had been unlawfully 
ambushed today, he said. Its sole aim had been to provide much-needed relief to 
children of occupied Gaza that had been living under an illegal, inhumane Israeli 
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blockade for years. The ships had hardly been a threat to the State of Israel. Rather, 
humanitarian aid had been on its way to children who had been stripped of their 
opportunity to live as children and enjoy all the basic amenities that all other children 
enjoyed.

The ships carried amenities and facilities such as playgrounds that would remind the 
children of their childhoods, as well as basic supplies such as cancer medication and 
milk powder to enhance child growth and health in absence of regular milk. The 
international community had been a witness to that humanitarian tragedy for years, 
failing to act. “Today, we observed, through live coverage, an act of barbarism, where 
provision of humanitarian aid has been punished through aggression on the high 
seas,” he said. Today, many humanitarian aid workers went back in body bags. “Israel 
has blood on its hands. This is not off the coast of Somalia or in the archipelagos of 
the Far East where piracy is still a phenomenon. This is the Mediterranean, where 
such acts are not the norm. This is where we need common sense,” he said.

The use of force was not only inappropriate, but disproportionate, he said.
International law dictated that, even in wartime, civilians were not to be attacked or 
harmed. The doctrine of self-defence did not in any way justify the actions taken by 
the Israeli forces. High-seas freedom was one of the most basic rights under 
international maritime law, including international customary law. No vessel could be 
stopped or boarded without the consent of the captain or the flag State. The law 
permitting such action in exceptional cases was clearly stated. Any suspected 
violation of the law on the part of the vessel and its crew did not absolve the 
intervening State of its duties and responsibilities under applicable international law.

“To treat humanitarian aid delivery as a hostile act and to treat aid workers as 
combatants is a reflection of a dangerous state of mind, with detrimental effects to 
regional and global peace,” he said. Israel’s actions could not be deemed legal or 
legitimate. He pointed to official statements made claiming that the civilians on the 
ships were members of a radical Islamist group, saying he was saddened to see a State 
stoop so low as to lie and struggle to create pretexts that would legitimize their illegal 
actions. The flotilla was made up of civilians of many faiths and countries, 
representing the conscience of the international community. Therefore, the attack was 
an attack on the United Nations and its values.

The international community had suffered a sharp blow and it had the responsibility to 
rectify it. “We must be able to show that use of force is not an option, unless clearly 
stated in law,” he said, adding that Israel must be prepared to face the consequences 
and be held accountable for its crimes. Under the current conditions, any slim chance 
for peace and stability in the region had suffered a serious setback. It was as if Israel 
had gone the extra mile to negate any positive developments and hopes for the future.

He called on the Israelis to express their dismay over this wrongdoing, and take steps 
to reinstate their status as a credible partner and responsible member of the 
international community. The Security Council should adopt a presidential statement 
strongly condemning that Israeli act of aggression, demanding an urgent inquiry into 
the incident and calling for the punishment of all responsible authorities and persons.
“I call on this Council to step up and do what is expected of it,” he said.
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The statement must include several things, he said. Israel must apologize to the 
international community and the families of those killed and wounded. An inquiry 
must be undertaken. Appropriate international action must immediately be taken 
against the perpetrators and authorities responsible for the aggression. The United 
Nations must issue a severe sense of disappointment and warning. Israel must be 
urged to abide by international law and basic human rights. The countries concerned 
must be allowed to retrieve their deceased and wounded immediately.

Moreover, the ships must be expressly released and allowed to deliver humanitarian 
aid to their destination, he said. Families of the deceased, the wounded, as well as the 
non-governmental organizations and shipping companies concerned must be fully 
compensated. The blockade of Gaza must end immediately and all humanitarian 
assistance allowed in. Gaza must be made an example by swiftly developing it, to 
make it a region of peace.

“This is a black day in the history of humanity, where the distance between terrorists 
and States has been blurred,” he said. “It is incumbent upon us to show that all States 
are bound by international law and human values.”

MARK LYALL GRANT (United Kingdom) said his country deeply deplored the loss 
of life today and was gravely concerned that Israeli actions should conclude in such a 
tragic loss. His Government had been in contact with the Israeli Government 
throughout the day and had advised it against such action, because of the risks 
involved. But, at the same time, there had been an unambiguous need for Israel to act 
with restraint and in accordance with its international obligations. Given the number 
of casualties, Israel bore the responsibility to provide a full account of what had 
occurred, what efforts it had made to minimize the loss of life, and why the death toll 
had been so high. It was important to establish whether enough had been done to 
prevent the deaths and unnecessary injuries.

However, he said, the events could not be viewed in isolation; clearly, Israeli 
restrictions on access to Gaza must be lifted, in line with resolution 1860 (2009). The 
current closure was unacceptable and counterproductive, and a durable resolution to 
the Gaza crisis must be ensured. That was among the highest international priorities of 
the new British Government. The international community must meet its 
responsibility in that regard, as well. He called on all concerned to continue to assist 
with humanitarian and reconstruction aid and economic development. The events had 
also highlighted the need for a comprehensive solution to the Arab-Israeli conflict.
Proximity talks must progress and direct talks must be entered into as soon as 
possible.

He warned that another period of anger and frustration might erupt in the region, 
leading to further violence and deterioration in Gaza. Israel must provide a full, timely 
and transparent account of the weekend’s events, including what measures were at 
hand to ensure an impartial and comprehensive investigation and to ensure no further 
loss of life. It must also provide full information and immediate access for all 
embassies to all nationals involved in the incident. It must also open the crossings to 
allow unfettered access to Gaza and the unimpeded flow of humanitarian aid, 
commercial goods and persons to and from the enclave. He urged Hamas and all 
parties to comply with resolution 1860 (2009) and with efforts to achieve a 
comprehensive peace based on the two-State solution.
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CLAUDE HELLER (Mexico) said he was dismayed and shocked by the events. He 
condemned in the strongest terms the armed attack by Israeli forces in international 
waters against the civilian flotilla. He was dismayed at the loss of human life and 
injuries. He expressed solidarity with and condolences for the victims’ families. These 
were direct attacks against civilians and humanitarian personnel. The restrictions on 
humanitarian aid were violations of international principles of human rights, including 
those set forth in the 1949 Geneva Conventions. That type of action violated 
international law. He called for a comprehensive investigation into the events.

The blockade against Gaza was detrimental to the Palestinians, as well as 
counterproductive for Israel, he said. The situation today could have been avoided. He 
urged Israel to lift the blockade against Gaza and to allow access for humanitarian aid.
He reaffirmed the importance of complying fully with Council resolution 1860 (2009) 
and he stressed the relevance of creating an international monitoring mechanism to 
allow humanitarian supplies to reach Gaza. He called on the parties involved to 
refrain from any action that might fuel violence. He called for dialogue between Israel 
and Palestine, saying it was the only way to have lasting peace in the region. The 
events that occurred should not interrupt the peace process under way. Otherwise, the 
most extreme sectors would be favoured.

MARIA LUIZA RIBEIRO VIOTTI (Brazil) said her country had been shocked upon 
learning of the attacks by Israel today on the vessel carrying humanitarian supplies to 
Gaza. Brazil vehemently condemned those attacks. There was no justification for a 
military operation against a humanitarian convoy, she said, adding that it had 
reportedly taken place in international waters. She expressed her country’s deep 
condolences to the families of those who had been killed, noting that a Brazilian 
national might have been killed or was on-board one of the ships. The incident must 
be fully clarified in light of international law and international humanitarian law 
through an independent investigation.

She said the deplorable incident showed the need to immediately lift the Gaza 
blockade. Resolution 1860 (2009) called for the unimpeded provision and distribution 
of humanitarian assistance throughout Gaza, including food, fuel and medical 
treatment, but despite universal and repeated calls, Israel had systematically refused to 
lift the blockade. The closures also violated the basic human rights of approximately 
1.5 million people, and nearly 18 months after “Operation Cast Lead”, Palestinians 
were still forced to live in entirely unacceptable conditions. She joined the 
international community in strongly urging Israel to immediately suspend the 
unlawful blockade.

THOMAS MAYR-HARTING (Austria) said he was deeply shocked by the events.
He expressed his condolences to the families of the victims and condemned the use of 
violence. Austria’s Foreign Minister had called for a rapid, full and independent 
investigation of the events that had occurred in international waters, and he had 
conveyed that message to Israel’s Ambassador to Austria. The lack of full compliance 
with Council resolution 1860 (2009) was at the core of last night’s deplorable events.
He acknowledged Israel’s right to protect its citizens against indiscriminate attacks, 
but those concerns could not justify what had happened today
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The blockade was counterproductive, he said. He reiterated the call for the immediate, 
sustained and unconditional opening of Gaza. He urged Israel to take all immediate 
and credible steps and to act in full accordance with its obligations under international 
law. All sides must restrain from any action that could prolong or worsen the plight of 
the civilian population of Gaza. 

YUKIO TAKASU (Japan) said he was shocked at what had taken place on-board the 
ships. On several occasions, including through resolution 1860 (2009), the Security 
Council had called for humanitarian support of Gaza and had repeatedly called to 
allow humanitarian access to the enclave. Japan condemned the day’s violent, hostile 
acts against the backdrop of a situation that had not improved for 18 months. Japan 
deplored the deaths and injuries of so many innocents and believed that a full 
investigation should be carried out, on an urgent basis. The parties should act with 
restraint and refrain from any further action that might lead to a cycle of violence.

U. JOY OGWU (Nigeria) expressed dismay at this morning’s assault on the Gaza-
bound convoy and extended her country’s sympathies to the families of the dead and 
wounded. The incident was not only unfortunate, but regrettable, as it had come after 
two rounds of proximity talks between Israelis and Palestinians, and at a time when all 
were hopeful about the possibility of direct talks. The maximum use of force to 
intercept the international humanitarian convoy was not only unnecessary, but it had 
created a new situation that could unleash fresh unrest, with grave consequences for 
peace in the Middle East.

She called for maximum restraint and urged the parties to recommit to their Road 
Map obligations. They must not relent in the efforts to tread the path of dialogue and 
long-term reconciliation. At the same time, she called for an urgent inquiry into the 
weekend’s events. Those responsible for the violence must be compelled to account 
for their actions. Nigeria remained concerned about the deplorable humanitarian 
conditions in Gaza. The blockade must be lifted. Security must be guaranteed to all 
nations and all peoples in the Middle East. The Security Council should be united in 
its message, whenever there was a breach to peace and security, and she supported the 
draft presidential statement.

ALEJANDRO WOLFF (United States) regretted the tragic loss of life and injury. He 
expected a credible and transparent investigation and urged the Council to conduct 
one fully. Today’s events were a reminder of a similar situation in 2008, during which 
time the United States had stressed that non-provocative and non-confrontational 
mechanisms existed for humanitarian aid delivery into Gaza. The direct delivery by 
sea was not appropriate, or responsible. He expressed deep concern over the suffering 
of Gaza civilians. The situation was unsustainable and not in the interest of anyone 
concerned. It was necessary to address the full range of the population’s humanitarian 
and recovery needs. Hamas’ interference had complicated humanitarian efforts in 
Gaza, and it had undermined security and prosperity for all Palestinians.

He stressed the need for allowing humanitarian goods, including construction 
materials, into Gaza, while recognizing Israel’s legitimate security concerns. The only 
viable solution was an agreement negotiated between the parties and a two-State 
solution, with Israel and an independent Palestinian State living side by side in peace 
and security. Council members and other States must work to promote an 
environment of cooperation.
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ALEXANDER PANKIN (Russian Federation) expressed regret for all those that had 
died, and said that there must be a clarification of all the facts. The act was a gross 
violation of the norms of international law. It illustrated the need for a prompt 
cessation of the blockade against Gaza. He expressed concern that the event had 
happened at a time when the preconditions existed for the peace process to move 
forward. Tensions had risen, and he expressed hope that they would not have a long-
term negative impact on the peace process.

PATRICK S. MUGOYA (Uganda) said his country had received with shock reports 
of the attack on the flotilla. Uganda condemned the attacks and expressed its 
condolences to the bereaved families. While it did not have the full facts, it supported 
the call by the Secretary-General for a full investigation. It was concerned about the 
grave humanitarian situation caused by the ongoing Gaza blockade, which only 
served to protract the political stalemate. The incident was also a reminder and a call 
on Israel to end the blockade. He called on Israel to release the ships and civilians, 
and to permit the delivery of humanitarian assistance. He emphasized the importance 
of resolution 1860 (2009).

YANG TAO (China) said his country had also been shocked by the Israeli attack on a 
multinational convoy carrying humanitarian aid. He condemned Israeli actions 
targeting humanitarian workers and civilians, and expressed his country’s 
condolences to the families of the victims. China supported a quick response by the 
Council. At present, the humanitarian situation remained grim in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory, especially in Gaza, and he urged Israel to immediately and fully 
implement resolution 1860 (2009) and fully open the borders and lift the blockade.

GÉRARD ARAUD (France) said the human toll of the operation had led his country 
to believe that there had been an unjustifiable and disproportionate use of force, which 
it condemned. But, before it drew any conclusions, it must know the facts, and full 
light should be shed through an in-depth investigation, which must be independent, 
credible and in line with international standards, and conducted immediately. The 
incident was a reminder of the need to re-establish humanitarian access to Gaza under 
resolution 1860 (2009), and France called for a lifting of the unsustainable and illegal 
Gaza blockade. France, like the European Union, was asking for immediate consular 
access, under the Vienna Convention, for the nationals of Member States being held 
in Israel following the operation.

Beyond the event and questions of the blockade, he said, the incident had been a 
reminder of the need to resume the peace process, for in the absence of a credible 
peace process, incidents like those were doomed to be repeated and become “bloodier 
and bloodier”. A meeting of the Quartet principals, at the ministerial level, could 
enable both a lifting of the Gaza blockade and support resumption of the peace talks.

EMANUEL ISSOZE-NGONDET (Gabon) expressed his shock over the attack by 
Israeli forces that had caused more than 10 deaths and left many wounded. He 
expressed his condolences to the families of the victims and support for the 
humanitarian organizations working in Gaza. The event fuelled tensions and attacks 
between the two parties, which were a hindrance to the peace process for both sides.
He supported the Secretary-General’s call for an international inquiry into the 
circumstances of the raid. The blockade against Gaza must be lifted in line with 
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Council resolution 1860 (2009). All parties must refrain from violence. He called on 
the international community to do all it could to get talks moving again. He supported 
the proposed presidential statement. 

IVAN BARBALIĆ (Bosnia and Herzegovina) condemned in the strongest possible 
terms the attack by Israel that had left 10 people dead and others injured. He deeply 
regretted the tragic loss of life and injuries sustained. He expressed his deepest 
condolences and heartfelt sympathy. The attacks came at time when new efforts had 
been made to create an environment for negotiations. Civilian ships were carrying 
humanitarian aid for 1.5 million Gazans under siege by Israel. The attack was a grave 
breach of international humanitarian law and a violation of the United Nations 
Convention on the Law of the Sea. Nothing justified it.

An investigation should be conducted immediately, he said. He expressed deep 
concern over the hardship and tragedy of Palestinian civilians in Gaza. Their living 
conditions were unsustainable. Israel must lift the blockade and open access to 
humanitarian aid into Gaza. It was unacceptable for Israel to continue to act as a State 
above the law.

The Council President for the month of May, NAWAF SALAM (Lebanon), speaking 
in his national capacity, said the Israeli navy’s raid could be described as piracy 
against a humanitarian convoy transporting humanitarian assistance to Gaza. The raid 
had caused 15 deaths, and he expressed condolences to the families of the victims.
The Israeli Defense Force had opened fire on a convoy despite the white banners it 
was flying. The convoy was made up of 600 unarmed civilians from many countries.
Among its passengers were a Nobel Peace Prize winner, a survivor of the Holocaust 
and many eminent people and officials. It was providing medicines, prefabricated 
homes, wheelchairs and other basic necessities.

Despite the humanitarian nature of the convoy, the Israeli navy had launched an attack 
with three Israeli naval war vessels, he said. It was part of a pattern of acts committed 
by Israel against civilians. It violated the Convention on the Law of the Sea. Article 
24 of the Charter made reference to the need not to use violence by any State in a way 
that was contrary to the United Nations purposes. The aggression had taken place 
beyond local waters. No State had the right to submit to its own sovereignty any 
portion of international waters, and civilians must be protected in wartime.

Israel continued to impose its illegal blockade on Gaza, he said. That meant the 
systematic closing of checkpoints and the blocking of humanitarian aid, food, fuel, 
medicines and building materials. Israel’s Deputy Foreign Minister had stated that it 
was legal, but the action he was talking about was the law of the jungle. The United 
Nations was discussing the need to combat that type of law of the jungle. It was the 
manifestation of collective punishment being imposed by Israel. Israeli policy did not 
distinguish between civilians and the military. “This crime should not go unnoticed,” 
he said. “The international community should not close its eyes.” The perpetrators of 
the crime must be brought to justice. He supported the proposed presidential 
statement.

RIYAD MANSOUR, Permanent Observer of Palestine to the United Nations, said 
that President Abbas had condemned the crime that had taken place in international 
waters and considered it to have been a massacre. For that reason, the Palestinian 
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Authority had declared a state of mourning for three days. Everyone was considered 
victims, regardless of their nationalities, to be mourned as martyrs of Palestine, and he 
extended his condolences to the families and loved ones. He also expressed 
Palestine’s deep thanks and gratitude for the Council President’s quick response to 
hold an extraordinary meeting of the Council, which had been requested by both 
Palestine and Lebanon, in addition to Turkey, to look into Israel’s blatant aggression 
on the Gaza-bound ships. The people on-board were “perpetrators of peace” and their 
only slogan was of freedom and peace. They carried only foodstuffs, medical 
equipment and supplies for Palestinian civilians.

He said the latest Israeli crimes and the threats that preceded them were not new to the 
occupying Power. The Palestinian Authority had severely condemned the acts of 
Israeli piracy and considered them to be flagrant acts of aggression perpetrated in the 
face of the international community’s silence and inability to put an end to Israeli 
violations of international law, international humanitarian law and human rights law.
The international community had condemned the Gaza blockade and called for an end 
to the suffering of the Palestinian people. Israel must now be held accountable for the 
war crime it had committed today against that fleet and for all other war crimes it had 
committed against the Palestinian people. He called for an independent, impartial and 
international investigation into the day’s events, and for the perpetrators to be 
punished, as well as for the immediate release and protection of the detainees.

It was high time for the Security Council to take decisive measures against Israel, 
which always acted beyond the law, he stressed. The continuation of the Gaza 
blockade and the starvation of the people who lived there was what had led to today’s 
crime and had allowed hundreds from around the world “to be on our side”. The fleets 
would continue to come until the blockade ended and the suffering ameliorated for the 
Palestinian people. The attack on unarmed civilians aboard foreign ships in 
international waters was more proof that Israel acted as a country beyond the law.
Hence, the international community must take “urgent and suitable” measures. It was 
time for the Council to see the lack of application of its many resolutions on Palestine 
and the Middle East, time for it to put an end to the unjustifiable blocked imposed on 
1.5 million Palestinians and to implement resolution 1860 (2006).

He urged the Council to put an end to Israel’s lack of respect for its resolutions and 
compel the international community to take the necessary measures to ensure the 
cessation of the settlement activities and other illegal measures in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory, including Occupied East Jerusalem. It was time for the 
occupation to end, so that the Palestinians could exercise their inalienable rights and 
establish a State, with East Jerusalem as its capital.

DANIEL CARMON (Israel) said that, although the flotilla was portrayed in the media 
as a humanitarian mission, it was anything but. If that were truly the case, the 
organizers of the mission would have accepted weeks ago Israel’s offer to transfer the 
aid brought on the flotilla through the Israeli port of Ashdod and through the 
established Israeli procedures. Much material and merchandise was entering Gaza 
daily through those mechanisms. “I would like to stress there is no humanitarian crisis 
in Gaza,” he said. The flotilla’s organizers had not only rejected Israel’s offer, but had 
stated that their mission was not about delivering humanitarian supplies, but about 
breaking the Israeli siege on Gaza.
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“What kind of humanitarian activists demand to bypass the United Nations, the Red 
Cross and other internationally recognized agencies?” he asked. “What kind of peace
activists use knives, clubs and other weapons to attack soldiers who board a ship in 
accordance with international law?” he asked. He asked what kind of activists 
embraced Hamas and terrorist organizations that openly shunned a two-State solution 
and called for Israel’s destruction. “The answer is clear. They are not peace activists; 
they are not messengers of goodwill. They cynically use the guise of humanitarian aid 
to send a message of hate and to implement violence.” 

A state of armed conflict existed between Israel and Hamas, he said. Gaza was 
occupied by terrorists that had ousted the Palestinian Authority in a violent coup, and 
arms were continuously being smuggled into the territory, including by sea. A 
maritime blockade was a legitimate and recognized measure under international law 
that could be implemented as part of an armed conflict at sea. It could be imposed at 
sea, including in international waters. “Let me also stress that Israel provided, in due 
time, not only information about the existence of the blockade, but also appropriate 
notification to the relevant Governments and to the organizers of the Gaza flotilla.
The flotilla had turned down Israel’s repeated offers to transfer aid to Gaza, because 
they had had other plans. The organizing group, the İnsani Yardım Vakfı, had a 
radical anti-Western orientation. Alongside its legitimate humanitarian activities, it 
supported radical Islamic networks, such as Hamas.

When it had become clear that the protest flotilla intended to violate the blockade, 
despite repeated warnings, Israeli navy personnel had boarded the vessels and 
redirected them to Ashdod, he said. The soldiers boarding one of the ships had been 
violently attacked with live ammunition, knives, clubs and other types of weapons.
The intention had been to lynch Israeli soldiers. “Without any doubt, the soldiers 
acted in self-defence,” he said. The injured had been evacuated and were currently 
being treated at Israeli hospitals. The Israel Defense Forces, as part of standard 
operating procedures, would conduct a debriefing on the matter that would shed more 
light on the day’s events.

“Let me be very clear, this was not a peaceful protest. The İnsani Yardım Vakfı 
people on-board one of the ships were not humanitarian activists,” he said. The Israel 
Defense Forces’ operation had begun as a preventive measure to counter the illegal 
breakage of the blockade. Any responsible Government would act accordingly in 
similar circumstances to protect its civilians. Israel regretted the loss of innocent life, 
but it could not compromise its security. While assessing that particular event, it was 
important not to lose sight of the bigger picture. Council resolution 1860 (2009) 
tackled many aspects, not just humanitarian ones. The threat to peace and security 
posed by Hamas could not be ignored. It was necessary to continue to embrace 
positive developments in the past few weeks, so that the two parties could sit together 
in direct talks for their mutual benefit.

* *** *

For information media • not an official record

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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REPUBLIQUE FRANCAISE

Déclaration de Bernard Kouchner, Ministre français des Affaires 
étrangères

"Je suis profondément choqué par les conséquences tragiques de l'opération militaire 
israélienne contre la Flottille de la Paix à destination de Gaza. Nous ne comprenons 
pas le bilan humain, encore provisoire, d'une telle opération contre une initiative 
humanitaire connue depuis plusieurs jours. Rien ne saurait justifier l'emploi d'une telle 
violence que nous condamnons. 

Dans ces circonstances tragiques, j'adresse toutes mes condoléances aux familles et 
aux proches des victimes si cruellement éprouvés. 

Toute la lumière doit être faite sur les circonstances de ce drame et nous souhaitons 
qu'une enquête approfondie soit mise en place sans délai. 

Nous sommes pleinement mobilisés aux côtés des ressortissants français qui 
participaient cette opération. 

Ces événements nous rappellent que la situation actuelle Gaza n'est pas tenable et 
quelle appelle une réponse politique urgente. Nous prendrons toutes les initiatives 
nécessaires pour éviter que cette tragédie ne donne lieu de nouvelles escalades de 
violence."

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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REPUBLIC OF TURKEY

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

No: 115, 31 May 2010, Press Release Regarding the Use of Force by the Israeli 
Defense Forces Against the Humanitarian Aid Fleet to Gaza

We protest in the strongest terms the use of force by the Israeli Defense Forces against the civilians from 
many countries who want to transport humanitarian assistance to the people in Gaza, and among whom 
there are women and children, which, according to the initial information available, resulted in the death 
of 2 persons and injury of more than 30 people. 

Israel has once again clearly demonstrated that it does not value human lives and peaceful initiatives 
through targeting innocent civilians. We strongly condemn these inhuman acts of Israel. This grave 
incident which took place in high seas in gross violation of international law might cause irreversible 
consequences in our relations. 

Besides the initiatives being conducted by our Embassy in Tel Aviv, this unacceptable incident is being 
strongly protested and explanation is demanded from Israeli Ambassador in Ankara, who has been invited 
to our Ministry. 

Whatsoever the motives might be, such actions against civilians who are involved only in peaceful 
activities cannot be accepted. Israel will have to bear the consequences of these actions which constitute a 
violation of international law. 

May God bestow His mercy upon those who lost their lives. We wish to express our condolences to the 
bereaved families of the deceased, and swift recovery to the wounded. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
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UN - United Nations Joint Statement

Robert Serry, UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process 
and Filippo Grandi, Commissioner-General of the UN Relief and Works 

Agency

31 May 2010

We are shocked by reports of killings and injuries of people on board boats carrying 
supplies for Gaza, apparently in international waters. We condemn the violence and 
call for it to stop. The situation is still ongoing and we are awaiting confirmation of 
what has happened. However, we are in contact with the Israeli authorities to express 
our deep concern and to seek a full explanation. We are also urging them in the 
strongest terms to ensure that no further steps are taken that could endanger civilian 
lives. We wish to make clear that such tragedies are entirely avoidable if Israel heeds 
the repeated calls of the international community to end its counterproductive and 
unacceptable blockade of Gaza.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT

EPP

Michael Gahler: Israel has to end Gaza blockade

1 June 2010

Israel has to end Gaza blockade. Michael Gahler MEP 

The EPP Group spokesman on security and defence issues, Michael 
Gahler MEP, has called for an independent enquiry into the Israeli 

military action against the Gaza-bound ships. "The deaths of so 
many people must be investigated by an independent commission, 

especially since the ships have been in international waters". 

Gahler demanded an end of the economic blockade of the Gaza strip. The blockade 
was "counterproductive" and harmful for Israel's security, and led to a radicalisation 
of Palestinians. "The population of Gaza must not be kept hostage against the Hamas 
regime. A continuation of the blockade only increases the number of Hamas 
supporters and is therefore against Israel's interests". 

Access to the Gaza strip must be secured for all humanitarian and non-military goods, 
Gahler demanded. This would also enable to put an end to smuggling and the black 
market, he said. "A continuation of the blockade feeds the spiral of violence which 
only helps Hamas". 

For more information:
Michael GAHLER MEP: Tel. +32-228-47977
Lasse Böhm, EPP Group Press & Communications Service, Tel. +32 484 656 897

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT

S&D

THE PROGRESSIVE ALLIANCE OF SOCIALISTS AND DEMOCRATS IN 
THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT

PROGRESSIVE EURO MPs CONDEMN KILLINGS OFF GAZA

Leading Euro MPs today condemned the reported killing of about 15 people in Israeli 
commando raids on ships carrying aid to the Gaza Strip.

Martin Schulz, who heads the European Parliament's main progressive group, the 
184-strong Socialists and Democrats, said: "The use of lethal force against civilians 
on these ships is unacceptable. Israel has crossed a line in the military action shown 
on our television screens today.

"We now demand safeguards for the people who have been taken into captivity by 
Israeli forces. The international community must make its revulsion clear to the Israeli 
authorities."

Said Group vice-president Véronique de Keyser, who is responsible for humanitarian 
policy, and who returned on Friday from a delegation to Gaza: "We must now require 
Israel to lift the blockade of Gaza completely. This incident has taken us to a point of 
no return."

Group vice-president for foreign policy, Adrian Severin, joined the condemnation. He 
said: "A policy of force is not going to offer any solution but will increase these 
humanitarian tragedies and national insecurity for Israelis and Palestinians alike."

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT

(Verts/ALE)-(ADLE)

Isabelle Durant (Verts/ALE), Vice-présidente du Parlement européen et 
Louis Michel (ADLE)

31 May 2010

Louis Michel et Isabelle Durant condamnent fermement 
l'intervention militaire de la marine israélienne contre la flottille 

destination de Gaza

Isabelle Durant (Verts/ALE), Vice-présidente du Parlement européen et Louis Michel 
(ADLE), député européen et co-président de l'Assemble parlementaire paritaire UE-
ACP, condamnent avec la plus grande fermeté l'intervention militaire de la marine 
israélienne contre la flottille transportant du matériel humanitaire destination de Gaza. 
Leurs penses vont en premier lieu aux victimes et leurs proches.

Ils déplorent que les craintes qu'ils avaient dj exprimes la semaine dernière ainsi que 
l'appel la mobilisation politique pour que la mission soit mené bien n'ont 
malheureusement pas t entendus.

Les deux députés européens s'indignent contre cette atteinte grave aux principes du 
droit humanitaire international et contre la réaction d'une violence disproportionne 
face une initiative humanitaire de citoyens européens et extra-européens. 
L'intimidation et la violence ne résoudront en rien la situation dans la région et de tels 
actes ne font qu'encourager ceux qui ne souhaitent pas un règlement pacifique du 
conflit.

Louis Michel et Isabelle Durant attendent une réaction claire, rapide et sans ambiguïté 
du Gouvernement belge et de la Commission européenne.

Contact Louis Michel Contact Isabelle Durant
Luc PAQUE Isabelle Zerrouk
0492/58.39.75 0477/31.94.74

Isabelle Zerrouk
Attache de presse 
Verts/ALE au PE 
Tl fixe 00 32 2 284 27 42 
Tl portable 00 32 477 319 474 
Site internet: www.greens-efa.org

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT

Greens/EFA 

Rebecca Harms and Daniel Cohn-Bendit, Co-Presidents of the 
Greens/EFA in the European Parliament

31 May 2010

Gaza Humanitarian Aid Flotilla
Greens/EFA strongly condemn Israel's attack on humanitarian aid 

ship

Commenting on the attack on an aid ship transporting humanitarian aid goods to Gaza 
by Israeli commandos this morning, Rebecca Harms and Daniel Cohn-Bendit, Co-
Presidents of the Greens/EFA in the European Parliament say:

"We strongly condemn the deadly attack of Israeli commandos on the humanitarian 
aid convoy in the Mediterranean. We are deeply shocked by the brutality of the 
assault, which left at least 14 dead and 30 wounded. Our thoughts are with the victims 
and their families.

This attack is a serious infringement of the principles of international humanitarian 
law and a reaction of disproportionate violence to a humanitarian aid initiative. We 
call upon the European Union and the international community to apply pressure for 
the lifting of the current blockade of Gaza, which makes sufficient humanitarian aid 
for the population of Gaza virtually impossible to deliver. We also call for the quick 
establishment of an international inquiry to shed light on the circumstances of this 
attack."

Note to editors:
In a letter to the European Parliament's President Jerzy Buzek, Rebecca Harms and 
Cohn-Bendit call for a debate of the event in the next plenary session of the 
Parliament.

Press Service of the Greens/EFA Group
in the European Parliament

Helmut Weixler
Head of Press Office
phone: 0032-2-284.4683
fax: 0032-2-284.4944
mobile phone: 0032-475-67 13 40
e-mail: Helmut.Weixler@europarl.europa.eu
website: www.greens-efa.org

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
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EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT

Greens/EFA 

Eva Joly, Députée européenne Europe Écologie, Nicole Kiil-Nielsen, 
députée européenne, Europe Écologie et Hélène Flautre, Députée 

européenne Europe Écologie, présidente de la commission mixte UE-
Turquie et José Bové, député européen d'Europe Écologie

31 May 2010

Flottille de la Paix-Gaza
Assaut meurtrier de l'armée israélienne sur la flottille de la paix:

l'Europe doit exiger la fin du blocus

Eva Joly, Députée européenne Europe Écologie, Nicole Kiil-Nielsen, députée 
européenne, Europe Écologie et Hélène Flautre, Députée européenne Europe 
Écologie, présidente de la commission mixte UE-Turquie et José Bové, député 
européen d'Europe Écologie, prennent connaissance avec effroi des décès des 
personnes intervenus la nuit dernière à l'issue de la prise d'assaut par l'armée 
israélienne des bateaux de la flottille de la Paix. 

Acheminant du matériel humanitaire, les bateaux civils de la flottille de paix voulaient 
décharger sur la bande de Gaza des marchandises qui manquent cruellement à la 
population gazaoui en raison du blocus, imposé par Israël, qui interdit toute 
reconstruction notamment depuis la fin de l'opération militaire "plomb durci". 

De retour, vendredi dernier, d'une délégation officielle du Parlement européen en 
Palestine et Israël, Eva Joly et Nicole Kiil-Nielsen ont pu constater combien le blocus 
créait une situation humanitaire et sociale dramatique pour le million de gazaouis qui 
se sent aujourd'hui totalement abandonné par la communauté internationale.

Nicole kiil-Nielsen déclare:
"Poussée par l'inertie de l'Europe à jouer un rôle dans la recherche de la paix, la 
population civile s'organise pour apporter le minimum aux habitants de Gaza. L'assaut 
meurtrier d'une armée sur des civils constitue une escalade de plus dans la violence, 
l'Europe doit réagir et condamner avec énergie cet acte de guerre".

Pour Eva Joly estime que
"L'inadmissible réaction de l'armée israélienne, qui a entrainé la mort d'au moins dix 
personnes et de nombreux blessés, ne peut pas rester sans suite diplomatique, l'Europe 
doit non seulement condamner cette opération, mais en plus elle doit prendre toutes 
les initiatives possibles pour que des négociations internationales s'ouvrent pour lever 
le blocus sur Gaza et ouvrir des négociations globales".
Hélène Flautre, Présidente de la Commission parlementaire mixte UE-Turquie
déclare: 
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"j'invite les États membres de l'Union européenne à saisir le Conseil de sécurité des 
nations Unies en s'appuyant sur l'influence grandissante de la Turquie, membre actuel 
non permanent. Il est impératif que les Nations Unies se saisissent de cette attaque 
inacceptable et qu'une mission d'enquête soit lancée sur les circonstances de ce qui 
apparait comme une nouvelle violation du droit international par Israël. 

Madame Ashton doit immédiatement appeler les États membres à cesser toute 
coopération militaire avec Israël et renouveler sa demande d'un accès libre pour Gaza. 
Elle doit, d'autre part, réagir à la mesure de la gravité des évènements et du risque 
évident d'escalade en se rendant immédiatement sur place". 

Pour sa part, José Bové: "Demande la suspension de tout les accords de partenariats 
économiques entre l'Union européenne et Israël et la réunion du Conseil de sécurité 
des Nations Unies pour faire appliquer, dans les plus brefs délais, les résolutions 
visant à la création d'un État palestinien".

Contact: Frédérique Tarride 06 11 74 26 00 
Isabelle Zerrouk
Attachée de presse 
Verts/ALE au PE 
Tél fixe 00 32 2 284 27 42 
Tél portable 00 32 477 319 474 
Site internet: www.greens-efa.org

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
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EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT

ALDE
Verhofstadt calls for inquiry into Gaza aid ship deaths

Distribution: immediate - May 31, 2010, 3:05 pm

Verhofstadt calls for inquiry into Gaza aid ship deaths

Guy Verhofstadt today expressed his shock at the deaths of a number of humanitarian aid activists aboard a 
vessel attempting to bring relief supplies into the Gaza strip in defiance of the Israeli blockade.

"The circumstances of the incident aboard the ship bound for Gaza which led to the tragic loss of life 
remains unclear but the facts are undeniable - that a number of people were killed. A full and independent 
inquiry into the events that led up to the incident is vital to establish the truth and prevent further 
recrimination or retaliation."

"At the root of the issue is the on-going human tragedy on the ground in Gaza, currently exacerbated by the 
blockade of goods and aid to the needy. This policy helps no-one and is counterproductive to the cause of 
building a sustainable peace in the region. It needs to change."

"Whether intentional or not, the humanitarian aid flotilla has drawn international attention once again to the 
problem facing Israel and the international community in resolving one of the worlds most intractable 
conflicts."

For more information, please contact:
Neil Corlett: +32-2-284 20 77 or +32-478-78 22 84
e-mail: neil.corlett@europarl.europa.eu Web: http://www.alde.eu
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31 May 2010

Israeli army storms Gaza humanitarian aid convoy

THEY HAVE DARED!......

A humanitarian flotilla on its way to Gaza to bring food and medicines to the 
population was attacked overnight by the Israeli army. The vessels were manned by 
unarmed civilians. Initial reports speak of 10 fatalities.

The GUE/NGL Group strongly condemns these unacceptable practices and their 
devastating consequences. The attack occurred in international waters, yet again in 
breach of all international law.

The European Union must respond immediately to such impunity. We call for the 
immediate suspension of the association agreement with Israel, and a debate at 
Parliament's next session with High Representative for Foreign and Security Policy, 
Ms Ashton, to enable the EU to take a clear position in accordance with its principles.

****************************************************

Sur les attaques de l'armée israélienne contre les bateaux 
d'aide humanitaire se rendant à Gaza

ILS ONT OSÉ! ...

Une flottille humanitaire se rendant à Gaza pour apporter des vivres et des 
médicaments à la population a été arraisonnée par l'armée israélienne. Des civils non 
armés étaient à bord de ces bateaux. Les premières nouvelles font état de 10 morts.

Le groupe GUE/NGL condamne sans appel ces pratiques inacceptables aux 
conséquences dévastatrices. Cette attaque a eu lieu dans les eaux internationales en 
défiant une fois de plus toutes les lois internationales. 

L'Union européenne se doit de réagir immédiatement devant un tel sentiment 
d'impunité, nous demandons le gel immédiat des accords d'association avec Israël. Un 
débat au Parlement européen dès la prochaine session en présence de Mme Ashton, 
Haute représentante de l'Union pour la politique étrangère et de sécurité, afin que l'UE 
prenne une position claire en accord avec ses principes
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GUE/NGL PRESS CONTACT
Gianfranco Battistini + 32 475 646628
Sonja Giese + 32 486 94 50 21
David Lundy + 32 485 50 58 12
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Joseph Daul MEP, Chairman of the EPP Group, and Ioannis Kasoulides 
MEP, Vice-Chairman

Gaza: killing of civilians is a shocking tragedy

31 May 2010

Reacting to media reports of the killing of 15 people on boats off the coast of Gaza by 
Israeli forces, the Chairman of the EPP Group in the European Parliament, Joseph 
Daul MEP, said: "We are shocked with the Israeli military operation that resulted in 
the loss of so many lives, and the number of persons injured. We extend our sincerest 
sympathies to the families of those killed and injured."

"Many questions have to be answered, like: What is the explanation for such an 
excessive use of force? Was there a life-threatening resistance to justify the use of live 
ammunition?", added Daul.

"We support Baroness Ashton's position that an international inquiry is warranted to 
objectively investigate the circumstances of the whole incident."

The EPP Group Vice-Chairman responsible for Foreign Affairs, Ioannis Kasoulides 
MEP, said: "I deeply regret this seemingly excessive use of force. Our position has 
always been that the blockade of the Gaza Strip should be lifted and humanitarian aid 
should be allowed to reach the population unimpeded while at the same time, we 
recognise Israeli's legitimate right to demand that no smuggling of weapons should be 
permitted.

For further information:
Joseph Daul MEP, Chairman of the EPP Group, Tel: +32-2-2847525
Ioannis Kasoulides MEP, Tel: +32-2-2845155
Antoine Ripoll, Chairman's Spokesman, Tel: +32-475-856290
David Stellini, EPP Group Press & Communications Service, Tel: +32-473-541926
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