
                                             
Cairo, 20 November 2009

Bureau Statement on Union for the Mediterranean

At its meeting on 20 November 2009 held in Cairo, Egypt, under the Presidency of the Jordanian 
House of Representatives, the Bureau of the EMPA, recalling the EMPA recommendation on the 
role of the Euro Mediterranean Parliamentary Assembly within the Union for the Mediterranean 
(EMPA) (adopted on 12 October 2008):

 Expressed concern at the postponement of the Conference of Foreign Ministers scheduled 
on 24-25 November 2009 in Istanbul, and recommended that all efforts be made to re-
establish the political and diplomatic conditions for a full resumption of activities of the 
executive branch of the Union for the Mediterranean (UfM) at the level of the EuroMed 
Conference of Foreign Affairs Ministers;

 Welcomed the holding of the ministerial meetings on the Role of Women in the 
Mediterranean, in Marrakech on 11-12 November; and expressed the hope that the meetings 
of the Conference on Environmental policy on 26-27 November 2009 in Dubrovnik and of 
the Trade Ministers will take place on 9 December 2009 in Brussels;

 Welcomed the discussions on the establishment of the Secretariat of the UfM in Barcelona 
and recommended that this secretariat be fully operational in the near future;

 Stated that it would be incumbent on the Secretary General and the deputies secretaries-
generals of the secretariat to keep the EMPA regularly informed of all the activities and 
projects carried out by the secretariat, notably by taking part in EMPA plenary sessions and 
committee meetings; 

 Recalled the conclusions of the Euro-Mediterranean Conference held in Naples in December 
2003, which created the EMPA and gave it specific scrutiny and guidance powers; 
reiterated in this regard that the EMPA is the unique parliamentary institution of the UfM
and that parliamentary scrutiny of the public funds managed by the secretariat of the UfM 
should be conducted at national and community level;

 Recalled that the Presidency of the EMPA and the Committee chairs should always be 
invited to attend either the EuroMed Conference of Ministers for Foreign Affairs or the 
sectoral ministerial meetings; welcomed the decision to invite the EMPA secretariat to 
attend as an observer the meetings of the Senior Officials, which will contribute greatly to 
the strengthening of the structures of the UfM by improving the circulation of information 
about their respective activities.
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 Requested that the EMPA secretariat should receive in due time all relevant documents on 
UfM activities, such as agendas and conclusions or final declarations issued at ministerial 
conferences, regular information on the progress of major projects identified by the Paris 
Declaration of 13 July 2008 and the Marseille Conference of 3-4 November 2008, and
general reports on the implementation of the working programme of the Union for the 
Mediterranean.
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