
 1

  
 

9th Union for the Mediterranean Trade Ministerial Conference 
Brussels, 11 November 2010 

 
 

Chair's summary of discussions 
 
 
The 9th Union for Mediterranean Trade Ministerial Conference was held in Brussels 
on 11 November.  

Union for the Mediterranean Trade Ministers have highlighted the importance of 
economic integration process in the Euro-Mediterranean region. 2010 is an important 
year for Euro-Mediterranean trade relations but it is crucial to pursue our common 
trade agenda beyond 2010. 

The need to ensure the respect of the principles and rules of international law, in 
particular as regards trade of settlements products has been raised. Some 
delegations have expressed the views that any form of assistance to or trade with 
settlements in the Arab Occupied Territories is contrary to international law. The 
European Commission stated that, while not agreeing on this interpretation of 
international law, products from these settlements do not benefit from preferential 
treatment in the EU. The point was also made that this is a political issue that should 
be discussed in other fora. 

Ministers agreed that the implementation of the results of this Ministerial Conference 
could be followed up by the Senior Officials Working Group. 

COMPLETING AND REINFORCING THE EURO-MEDITERRANEAN FREE TRADE AREA  

1) COMPLETING ONGOING NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN THE EU AND SOUTHERN 
MEDITERRANEAN COUNTRIES 

Ministers discussed the state of play of the establishment of a Euro-Mediterranean 
Free Trade Area at the horizon of 2010. They welcomed the progress made in the 
implementation of Euro-Mediterranean Association Agreements between the EU and 
Southern Mediterranean partners and encouraged the rapid conclusion of the free 
trade agreement with Syria so as to complete the network of Association Agreements.  

Liberalising trade in services and establishment: state of play & next steps 

Bilateral negotiations on the liberalisation of trade in services and establishment were 
launched in 2008 with Egypt, Israel, Morocco and Tunisia. Ministers noted that 
progress in 2010 had been limited and reiterated the importance of these 
negotiations to facilitate economic integration and investment in the Euro-
Mediterranean region. Ministers welcomed that preparatory work for the launch of 
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negotiations with Jordan was advanced and that the EU intended to reinforce 
technical cooperation with the Palestinian Authority on services related matters.  

Deepening agriculture liberalisation 

Ministers encouraged the signature of the agreement with Morocco and the 
conclusion of the on-going negotiations with Tunisia as soon as possible. Ministers 
stressed the importance of launching negotiations on further liberalisation of 
agricultural, processed agricultural and fisheries products with remaining Southern 
Mediterranean partners, including on tariff and non tariff obstacles to trade.  

Reinforcing the institutional and legal framework for Euro-Mediterranean 
trade: negotiations on the establishment of a dispute settlement 
mechanism: prospects of conclusion of protocols 

Ministers welcomed progress made in these negotiations and the signature of 
bilateral protocols establishing dispute settlement mechanisms for the trade 
provisions of the Association Agreements with Egypt and Lebanon and the upcoming 
signature with Morocco (on 13 December) and with Jordan.  

Ministers encouraged accelerating the discussions with a view to concluding bilateral 
protocols with interested Southern Mediterranean partners, such as the Palestinian 
Authority, as soon as possible.  

Preparing for negotiating Agreements on Conformity Assessment and 
Acceptance of Industrial Products (ACAA) 

Ministers noted the first agreement on conformity assessment and acceptance of 
industrial products (ACAA) that was signed with Israel in May 2010. Ministers 
encouraged the launching of negotiations with the largest number of Mediterranean 
partners as early as possible in 2011. Ministers stressed the importance of supporting 
the future implementation of legislation and standards by Southern Mediterranean 
partners through targeted capacity building assistance, such as the setting up and 
the upgrading of conformity assessment infrastructures or the establishment of a 
Mediterranean Rapid Alert System amongst interested Southern Mediterranean 
partners. 

2) ESTABLISHING A NETWORK OF FREE TRADE AGREEMENTS AMONGST SOUTHERN 
MEDITERRANEAN COUNTRIES 

Ministers welcomed progress in the consolidation of the network of Free Trade 
Agreements amongst Mediterranean partners and in particular the initialling of a free 
trade agreement between Lebanon and Turkey in August 2010. The importance of 
completing as early as possible the network of free trade agreements between 
Turkey and Southern Mediterranean countries was highlighted. Ministers agreed on 
the importance of fully implementing the Agadir Agreement between Morocco, 
Tunisia, Jordan and Egypt, which has led to an increase of trade amongst the parties. 
Ministers encouraged the accession of other interested and eligible Mediterranean 
partners to this Agreement, notably the Palestinian Authority, as well as the 
continuation of activities to extend the coverage of the Agadir Agreement to other 
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important areas such as mutual recognition of conformity assessment, trade in 
services, intellectual property rights and addressing non tariff obstacles to trade. In 
this regard, the importance attached by Agadir Parties to the continued financial 
support by the EU was noted. 

Ministers endorsed a package of measures to facilitate trade of Palestinian products 
with other Euro-Mediterranean partners on a bilateral and regional basis (Annex 1). 
In this context, it was announced that a that a Trade Trilateral Ministerial meeting 
between the European Commission, Israel and the Palestinian Authority will take 
place in early 2011 which will serve notably to discuss additional measures to 
enhance Palestinian trade as well as to discuss the establishment of a Trade 
Trilateral working group. It was also announced that a conference with the 
participation of international organisations, the EU and interested Southern 
Mediterranean countries could be organised in Turkey in 2011 to consider the 
contribution of trade policy to enhancing Palestinian economic development. 

3) REINFORCING THE PAN-EURO-MEDITERRANEAN SYSTEM OF CUMULATION OF ORIGIN 

Ministers expressed appreciation for the continuous work being carried out within the 
Pan-Euro-Med working group in respect of the single regional Convention on pan-
Euro-Mediterranean preferential rules of origin, which led to its endorsement at the 
last Union for the Mediterranean Trade Ministerial meeting in December 2009. 
Ministers urged all parties involved to work towards the rapid conclusion of the 
Convention, thus allowing its entry into force as early as possible in 2011. Ministers 
stressed the importance of the revision of the Pan-Euro-Mediterranean rules of origin, 
particularly in sectors of importance to Southern Mediterranean partners, on which 
discussions are already on-going. Ministers agreed on the need to take into account 
the interests of Southern Mediterranean partners and their level of development, 
their industrial production processes and capabilities and the new technological 
developments. The need to increase awareness on the opportunities of cumulation 
offered by the Pan-Euro-Mediterranean system, particularly for the business 
community, was highlighted.  

INITIATIVES TO STRENGTHEN THE EURO-MEDITERRANEAN TRADE PARTNERSHIP BY 2010 
OR SHORTLY THEREAFTER 

Ministers welcomed the work of Senior Officials during 2010 to implement a number 
of initiatives that can enhance economic integration and boost Euro-Mediterranean 
trade and investment. Ministers agreed on the working priorities to strengthen Euro-
Mediterranean trade relations during 2011, including actions to establish the Euro-
Mediterranean trade and investment facilitation mechanism, to further enhance 
cooperation with the business community, and to reinforce cooperation in the Euro-
Mediterranean region in the area of fighting against piracy and counterfeiting and on 
specific industrial sectors (Annex 2). 

A PERSPECTIVE FOR THE EURO-MEDITERRANEAN TRADE PARTNERSHIP BEYOND 2010: 
TOWARDS AN INTEGRATED EURO-MEDITERRANEAN MARKET 

In the medium to long term, Ministers agreed that Euro-Mediterranean trade 
relations should move beyond tariffs, taking into account the outcome of the current 

http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/html/146989.htm
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/html/146990.htm
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negotiations, to remove non tariff barriers and to include regulatory issues, so as to 
allow real market access and contribute to a more favourable investment climate. In 
this respect, Ministers reiterated their commitment to the launching of bilateral 
negotiations on a package of non tariff and regulatory issues. The timing and scope 
of these bilateral negotiations will take into consideration the specific situation of 
each Southern Mediterranean partner. 

Ministers highlighted that South-South regional integration is a key building block of 
the Euro-Mediterranean Free Trade Area and that the network of Free Trade 
Agreements in the Mediterranean region needs to be reinforced by moving beyond 
trade in goods to cover services, investment and regulatory issues.  

************ 
 


