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Annex 1 
 

Package of measures to facilitate trade of Palestinian products with other Euro-Mediterranean 
partners on a bilateral and regional basis from 2010 

 

Palestinian trade in the Euro-Mediterranean region shall be facilitated in a comprehensive way, 
through removal of restrictions on access to markets and enhanced technical support. This should 
involve the implementation of a package of measures to facilitate trade of Palestinian products 
with other Euro-Mediterranean partners on a bilateral, regional and multilateral basis. 

This package of measures would support Palestinian Authority's plan for state building, as 
reflected in the Palestinian Authority's two-year plan presented to the international community on 
August 2009. 

In the light of this, Trade Ministers of the Union for the Mediterranean endorse the following 
action plan. 

1. Facilitating access for Palestinian exports to Euro-Mediterranean markets 

Promoting Palestinian export capacity and reducing current obstacles to exports are crucial to 
Palestinian economic revival. Palestinian exports have remained at a very low level in recent 
years, at about €400 million in 2009. There is untapped potential in trade with Euro-
Mediterranean markets and other countries. Given the small size of the Palestinian economy and 
its limited resource base, fostering exports cannot be dissociated from the facilitation of imports 
of production inputs. 

Trade facilitation should seek to promote the geographical diversification of Palestinian trade, 
notably towards regional markets. South-South trade and economic integration are key objectives 
of the Euro-Mediterranean trade partnership and of the European Neighbourhood Policy. 
Palestinian exports already benefit from preferential market access conditions, including to other 
Arab countries and Turkey. Besides the need to ensure the correct functioning of existing 
international trade agreements and arrangements with a view to taking full advantage of existing 
opportunities, the following actions will be undertaken: 

-All Euromed partners will take all necessary measures to facilitate Palestinian exports and 
imports of both goods and services, including through the implementation of existing bilateral, 
regional, and other international agreements and arrangements, and removal of restrictions to 
Palestinian trade; 

-The European Union (EU) intends to adopt the necessary measures in early 2011 to grant duty 
free and quota free access for all those Palestinian products that do not already have such 
treatment under the EC-PLO Interim Association Agreement and its subsequent amendments; 

-Parties to the Agadir Agreement intend to conclude procedures for the accession of the 
Palestinian Authority (PA) to the agreement by early 2011. The EU and other EuroMed partners 
will support PA's efforts to join the Agadir Agreement and will support, as needed, its 
implementation by the PA; 

-The PA will explore with neighbouring countries to consider and conclude agreements to 
facilitate regional transit and transportation of Palestinian products (both exports and imports) 
and the EU would support, as necessary, these efforts; 
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-The PA will continue to review its trade and investment regime both as regards goods and 
services with a view to facilitate investment and exports of Palestinian products and services. The 
EU and other EuroMed partners will support the PA efforts as highlighted in Section 3 of this 
document. 

-Israel and the Palestinian Authority intend to enhance cooperation within the framework of the 
Joint Economic Committee, with a view to developing a comprehensive approach for the 
facilitation of Palestinian trade with the support of the international community.  

2. Integration of the Palestinian economy in the multilateral trading system 

As indicated above, there is untapped potential in trade of Palestinian products in Euro-
Mediterranean markets and other countries. It is therefore necessary to facilitate the integration of 
the Palestinian economy into both the world and regional economy. In this connection, the 
following actions will be undertaken: 

-The EU and Southern Mediterranean countries have already indicated their support to the PA 
request for observer status in the WTO. Israel is ready to positively consider this request.  

-Support the integration of the Palestinian economy in the multilateral trading system. In this 
context, the EU will support PA's actions required to ensure compliance with WTO requirements. 

3. Strengthening the administrative capacity to enhance trade of Palestinian products to 
Euro-Mediterranean markets 

Ministers agree on the need to provide technical cooperation to the PA on areas which are 
important to enhance trade of Palestinian products and services. 

The EU is ready to continue to support the strengthening of administrative capacity of the 
Palestinian Authority. In the immediate future, this is foreseen in particular in the areas of trade in 
services and investment, industrial standards and technical regulations, and on WTO regulatory 
areas, with a focus on the PA's Ministry of National Economy, the Palestine Standards Institution 
and the Ministry of Agriculture with regard to SPS and food safety issues. Initiatives for all three 
agencies will commence in the final quarter of 2010.  Moreover the EU will assist the Palestinian 
Customs Administration by further supporting the PA's long term customs strategy (Al Siyadeh). 

In addition, some cooperation already exists between Israeli and Palestinian bodies in trade-
related areas.  

The following actions will be undertaken: 

-The Israeli and the Palestinian custom authorities have agreed to enhance cooperation and 
exchange of information with a view, inter alia, to prevent customs fraud, and to contribute to 
develop a trade facilitating approach to the management of crossings, to build Palestinian 
capacity for customs control and to introduce a single window approach to border management. 
The EU will support these efforts.  
 
-The Israeli Standard Institute and the Palestinian certifying agencies have agreed to enhance 
cooperation by increasing the transparency and exchange of information on applied standards. 
Cooperation should also be developed between the PA and other EuroMed partners in the field of 
standards and certifications, with a view to support PA's efforts to get closer to international 
standards. In this context, the EU would support the strengthening of the capabilities of the 
Palestinian administration in the area of conformity assessments of industrial products. 
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-Further targeted assistance to foster the development of the private sector, to help develop a 
coherent legal and regulatory framework for firms and to strengthen private sector organisations, 
in line with recent EU upgraded support for Palestinian private sector development, such as the 
funds allocated to the European Palestinian Credit Guarantee Fund and the private sector 
recovery programme in the Gaza Strip.  

-Further cooperation between the Palestinian Authority and neighbouring Arab countries will also 
be explored. 


