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Annex 2 
 

Working priorities to strengthen Euro-Mediterranean trade relations 
during 2011 

 
Trade Ministers of the Union for the Mediterranean have discussed the work carried out by 
Senior Officials during 2010 to implement a number of initiatives that can enhance economic 
integration and boost Euro-Mediterranean trade and investment. 

They agree that working priorities for 2011 should be the following: 

A. The Euro-Mediterranean trade and investment facilitation mechanism 

The establishment of a Euro-Mediterranean trade and investment facilitation mechanism ("the 
mechanism") was highlighted as one of the key initiatives to strengthen the Euro-
Mediterranean trade partnership in the short to medium term. The mechanism should 
centralise information and thus facilitate the activity of economic operators and 
administrations in the Euro-Mediterranean region, via a tool which is transparent, accessible 
to and useful for economic operators and provides up-to-date information on trade and 
investment flows, regulations and conditions in the Euro-Mediterranean region. The aim of 
the mechanism is to enhance transparency and to facilitate trade of products covered by Euro-
Mediterranean free trade agreements. The implementation of this mechanism should be in 
conformity with the principles and rules of international law. 

In light of this, the following actions should be pursued in 2011: 

1. Making the Euro-Mediterranean trade and investment facilitation mechanism 
operational  

Once finalised, the mechanism will include four different elements: a) information on market 
access conditions for the use of economic operators and administrations in the Euro-
Mediterranean region; b) early warning mechanism on measures having a significant impact 
on trade and investment conditions; c) the establishment of a network of focal points which 
will act as facilitators in problem solving activities; d) facilitating discussion on the market 
access barriers identified and their possible resolution. 

In order to ensure that the mechanism starts delivering results in the short term, Ministers 
agree to give priority in a first phase to the swift implementation of the market access 
information component and the establishment of a network of focal points which will act as 
facilitators in problem solving activities . In this connection, Ministers endorse the following 
actions: 

- the mechanism will be a framework portal presenting relevant information on the entire 
Euro-Mediterranean region in a coherent and coordinated way, building as much as possible 
on the model of the EU Export Helpdesk for developing countries; 

- information on market access conditions for trade in goods (such as tariffs, requirements, 
taxes and other measures), in English or French, will be provided for all countries. This will 
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not prevent any country willing to do so from providing additional information or languages 
already in the initial stage of the mechanism implementation; 

- the framework portal will be set up by an external contractor, in close cooperation with all 
national focal points and according to the terms of reference prepared by the Trade Senior 
Officials Working Group; 

- once the mechanism is set up, it will be managed and updated by the focal points, where  
appropriate in connection with relevant competent authorities; 

- focal points will act as facilitators in problem solving activities, endeavouring to seek a 
solution to problems raised, including by giving advice to users or other focal points and 
liaising with relevant national authorities, according to guidelines to be defined by the Trade 
Senior Officials Working Group. 

In this respect, Ministers acknowledge that the prompt establishment of the focal points 
network is essential, and therefore endorse its launch and encourage the organization of 
regular meeting of focal points. A first meeting should take place in the first quarter of 2011. 

In order to maximize the potential of the mechanism, Ministers also support its full 
implementation shortly after the accomplishment of the first phase, and, notwithstanding the 
possibility to opt out from certain elements, encourage the participation of all Euro-
Mediterranean partners in all its components. 

2. The funding and practical operation of the Euro-Mediterranean trade and investment 
facilitation mechanism 

Ministers agree that practical operation of the mechanism will be shared by the partner 
countries and the EU, and support financing all its technical aspects under ENPI regional 
funds. Ministers agree that this will include: 

- the setting-up of the mechanism by an external contractor in close cooperation with all 
national focal points,  

- technical assistance to Southern Mediterranean focal points, both at national and regional 
level, to facilitate the establishment of a well-running network. 

B. Enhanced cooperation with the business community on Euro-
Mediterranean trade and investment relations 

Ministers agree on the importance of involving the Euro-Mediterranean business in the 
definition and implementation of the Euro-Mediterranean trade agenda. The discussion held 
with business representatives showed that it is important to involve Euro-Mediterranean 
business regularly in meetings either at Ministerial or at Senior Officials level and that there is 
a need to raise awareness amongst the Euro-Mediterranean business community of the 
opportunities offered by the Euro-Mediterranean free trade agreements and the PanEuroMed 
system of cumulation of origin.  

Priority should be given in 2011 to a wide consultation of the Euro-Mediterranean business 
community and subsequently, to the organisation of a Euro-Mediterranean business forum. 
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C. Reinforced cooperation in the area of fight against piracy and 
counterfeiting in the Euro-Mediterranean region 

In 2009, it was agreed that a meeting of Euro-Mediterranean customs and trade experts on 
fighting against piracy and counterfeiting should be organised. The meeting was held in Tunis 
on 6-7 October 2010 and it showed the importance of enhancing cooperation in this area at 
regional level.  

The discussions at the meeting showed that information sharing among Euro-Mediterranean 
partners in this area should be a priority, notably via online tools. In this respect, Ministers 
agree to explore the possibilities to use the future Euro-Mediterranean Trade and Investment 
Facilitation mechanism to set up an on-line network of experts to exchange information and 
expertise on these areas.  

Ministers support holding another meeting of Euro-Mediterranean experts in 2011 to which 
stakeholders should be invited, notably in order to enhance public awareness, to promote the 
exchange of experiences and best practices, strengthen coordination among relevant 
authorities, and increase the effectiveness of actions against piracy and counterfeiting. The 
importance of reinforcing cooperation involving customs authorities from the entire Euro-
Mediterranean region was also highlighted. 

D. Enhanced sectoral cooperation 

Ministers recall the list of sectors agreed at the Trade Ministerial Conference in Marseille in 
2008, which included traditional sectors of socio-economic importance in the Euro-
Mediterranean region, such as textiles, leather and footwear, agriculture and food processing 
industries, but also other sectors such as energy, high technology, automotive, and chemicals 
which can contribute to sustainable growth, job creation and regional integration. Ministers 
agree that priority should be given to those sectors which could offer opportunities in terms of 
Euro-Mediterranean industrial and technological cooperation, of cumulation of origin and of 
increased investments. 

Ministers instruct the Senior Officials Working Group to discuss in 2011 whether to organise 
meetings involving trade and industrial or other relevant policy experts to discuss horizontal 
questions related to industrial sectors. In this respect, Senior Officials will agree first which 
industrial sectors should be given priority and whether it is necessary to involve the relevant 
industrial federations or specific companies. 
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