
Feedback note
Meeting of the Bureau of PA UfM, Rome, 21 January 2011

The meeting was hosted by Mr. Schifani, President of the Senate and chaired by Mr. 
Fini, President of the Chamber.
VP Pittella informed the Bureau about the Belgian answer regarding the establishment 
of the PA UfM in Brussels and invited the Members of the Bureau to start with 
identifying the staff to be seconded to the Secretariat..
The Bureau approved the Turkish request of holding a joint meeting of CoPo and 
CoEco in Istanbul on the 16 and 17 of March on visa policies and the removal of 
barriers in the Mediterranean.
The EP resolution on Western Sahara of November 2010 was submitted to the Bureau 
for information. The Bureau took note of President Radi's (Morocco) protest against 
the substance of the EP resolution.
On the EP's request the Bureau adopted declarations on the situation in Tunisia and on 
violence against religious communities. The proposal of the IT Presidency was 
amended while the major points initially suggested by the EP were kept (see 
declaration text attached).
The EP proposal on sending a delegation to visit the UfM Secretariat in Barcelona 
was adopted. No decision was taken on the composition and on the timing.
President Fini presented the programme of the forthcoming Plenary session on 3 and 
4 March which will be held in the Chamber of Representatives. Thursday will be 
dedicated to the Committee and Bureau meetings while the Plenary will take place on 
Friday. 
Topics on the agenda will be: immigration/integration; environmental safety in the 
Mediterranean; FEMIP; state of play of the UfM; adoption of recommendations and 
proposed changes to the Rules of procedure; handing over of the Presidency to 
Morocco;
Invited guests include: HR/VP Ashton, FR, EG, IT Foreign Ministers and Secretary 
General of the UfM Secretariat Massadeh.
On interpretation, it was decided that the IT Presidency provides interpretation into 
AR, EN, FR, IT and for the Bureau meeting PL. Therefore the EP has to provide the 
languages needed by the Members of DMED. The IT Presidency will provide booths 
and technical support to all Delegations which wish to cover the linguistic needs of 
their members by their own means.
At the margins of the meeting, the IT Presidency accepted VP Pittella's request for a 
JPC EP/Morocco meeting to be held on 3 March in Rome and will provide 
interpretation.



Feedback note
Meeting of the enlarged Bureau, Rome, 21 January 2011
The meeting was chaired by President Schifani. He summarised the results of the 
Bureau meeting and read out and explained the adopted Bureau declaration.
CoPo Chair Mrs. Saifi informed on the next CoPo meeting in Brussels on 27 January. 
The agenda will include exchange of views on three recommendations which are 
under preparation. In the light of recent violent attacks on religious communities the 
CoPo put this item on its agenda. The meeting will further focus on the situation in 
Tunisia. Mrs. Saifi requested the Plenary to address Tunisia as well.
CoEco Chair Mr El Enein defended himself against "ungrounded" accusations made 
against Egypt, notably by the Vatican and insisted on the broad popular rejection in 
Egypt both of foreign interference in internal affairs and of domestic forces which 
aspire to split the Nation. He further called for increased dialogue between Christian 
and Muslim religious leaders.
On CoEco he said that the economic repercussions of the failure to solve the Israeli 
Palestinian conflict have now to be solved. The March Plenary should focus on 
economic and social security and elaborate a vision for the future. CoEco will discuss 
new Islamic funding mechanisms including their social aspects in Istanbul in 
February. For the Plenary session, he joined Mrs. Saïfi in recommending putting 
Palestine on the agenda.
CoCult Chair Mr. Cabrita welcomed the Bureau decisions on the Plenary agenda and 
today's declaration reminding that the next CoCult meeting in Lisbon which will 
focus on immigration/integration, intercultural dialogue, Mediterranean heritage and 
preservation of archaeological sites.
CoFemme Chair Mrs Salah could not attend the meeting due to the recent events in 
Tunisia.
CoEnv Chair Mr. Schennach reported on CoEnv Bureau visit to Algeria. CoEnv's 
working plan for the next two years include: reduction of barriers to technology 
transfers, energy efficiency, promoting biomass (proposal from the South), hydrosolar 
energy and groundwater desalination, protection of coastal areas. He reported about 
his invitation to Arab Climate Summit in Morocco. A fact finding mission to Egypt 
was decided to study specific problems in the Nile delta. Intensive Committee work is 
ongoing on the Jordan valley. Mr. Schennach further stressed the positive working 
climate in his Committee and the recent trend of an active participation of Syria and 
Israel.
WG Rules Chair Pittella explained amendments necessary to implement decision on 
the PA UfM budget. Only Tunisia has submitted amendments so far. He also hoped 
for a quorum to be reached in the next meting to be able to come up with proposals. 
WG EMUNI Chair Mrs. Kratsa promoted strong participation to the upcoming WG 
meeting in Brussels on 25 January. She expressed surprise over IT decision not to 
attend and encouraged broad participation including IT, EG, and JO. The WG is 
preparing recommendations on the recognition of diploma. She also asked the EP and 
national parliaments for their support to organising debates on and enhancing 
visibility of EMUNI.
Mr. Antoni, in charge of the FEMIP issue deplored lack of progress in the light of the 
cancelled UfM summit. He stressed the difficult financial situations both in the North 
and in the South while deploring the lack of EU commitment to the Mediterranean 



including the Mediterranean Bank. The IT Presidency endorsed Mr. Antoni's proposal 
of inviting the EC Commissioner and the EIB President to the Plenary.
Mr. El Enein expressed reservations against the consequences of replacing FEMIP by 
a Bank. He proposed keeping FEMIP and its benefits while requesting other forward 
looking financing mechanisms.
President Majali deplored the lack of information within PA UfM due to the missing 
Secretariat. President Schifani supported the quick establishment of a Secretariat. Mr. 
Majali wished the CoPo to address the political vacuum regarding Palestine.
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