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Draft declaration of the EP-PAP Parliamentary Summit to the 

IVth Africa-EU Summit

Meeting in Brussels, Belgium on 31 March and 1 April 2014, on the 

eve of the Fourth Africa-EU Summit, we parliamentarians 

representing the Pan-African and European Parliaments, invested with 

a supervisory role, have reviewed the progress achieved and stages 

completed in the implementation of the Joint Africa-EU Strategy 

since the last summit held in Tripoli on 28 and 29 November 2010.

We welcome the growing degree of cooperation between our two 

parliaments enabling them to exercise an increasing role of scrutiny 

over the Executives and their actions, and call for this parliamentary 

role to be strengthened further to enhance democracy and 

transparency in the field of Africa-EU relations. The importance of 

the role of all parliaments in this process needs to be emphasised and 

a clear separation made from the role of civil society which is to 

contribute to, but never to replace the parliamentary role. The 

democratically elected parliaments of the African and European 

peoples remain the true representation of the will of those peoples and 

the trust and belief that they have in the cooperation between the AU 

and the EU.
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Since the last Summit the continent of Africa has faced numerous 

new challenges which have further emphasised the importance of 

cooperation within the framework of the JAES. Ethnic and religious 

strife at national and regional level are perceived to be on the increase 

as is the threat of terrorism. It is also clear that state fragility remains 

one of the biggest challenges for some African countries in view of 

making real progress towards achieving the Millennium Development 

Goals. In this regard it should be noted that there are many countries 

where improvements are tangible but more progress will depend on 

how to make economic growth and wealth more inclusive and how 

inequalities within countries can be reduced. Finally the protection of 

collective and individual human rights in much of the African Union 

remains a major challenge for all concerned. 

In order to avoid a dilution of their efforts and ensuring their 

relevance at a continental level, we parliamentarians call on the 

European and African partners of the JAES to ensure a regular and 

specific dialogue on a high level and ministerial level, focussing on a 

limited number of realistic flagship objectives. The following priority 

areas should be considered in this regard:

 In the area of peace and security, the African Peace Facility has 

been enabling collective African solutions to crises over the past 
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ten years of its existence, while supporting the start-up of the 

African Peace and Security Architecture. These achievements 

should be sustained and developed during the next JAES 

implementation period.

 In order to allow people-centred inclusive development, a 

renewed attention for enhancing macro-economic governance

should be promoted, starting at a continental level and trickling 

down to all state levels. Fair taxation systems should be 

established and enforced to ensure sustainable state revenue for 

the provision of effective services to citizens.

 In the economic area, the demography and the new perceived 

dynamism in Africa are crying out for job creation, in particular 

for young people. A panoply of tools should be used to converge 

towards this objective, ranging from education and vocational 

education, public-private investment, micro-financing, 

investment guarantee funds, and so on. Conclusions on the next 

JAES implementation period should propose concrete action at 

the level of continental cooperation in this area, which should be 

supported by the necessary funding.

 From a social point of view, while social security systems can 

vary according to specific country traditions, minimum 

standards should be developed and stepping stones defined at a 

continental level in order to allow progress through peer review.
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 It is essential to improve living standards throughout the African 

continent with appropriate measures adopted at local, national, 

regional and continental level making use of the interaction of 

best available technologies in the areas of food and water 

security, renewable energy, environmental protection and 

climate change.  

 Concerns must also be expressed regarding recent developments 

in terms of increased tension, discrimination and persecution in 

certain parts of the African continent based on racial, religious 

or sexual orientation. Measures must also be adopted to address 

the causes of and often fatal consequences of migration and 

human trafficking from African countries to the European 

Union. 

The IVth Africa-EU Summit is taking place at a challenging time in 

particular for the European Union. It is important for progress and 

achievements already in place not to be undermined by the calls for 

austerity in the EU and resulting cuts being made in budgets for 

programmes and institution-building. The Pan-African Parliament and 

the European Parliament, National and regional parliaments, as well 

as the civil societies on both continents must be fully involved in 

decision-making at their respective levels in order to ensure that 

proper accountability to all citizens involved in the process is assured. 
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This can only enhance the development of the well-being of the 

nations of the AU in economic and social terms, while ensuring that 

the basic principles of democracy, good governance and the rule of 

law are upheld.


