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European Parliament pledges continued support to Pan-African 

Parliament 

 
President of PAP, Hon. Amadi (l) and President of EP Hon. Schulz (r) 

Midrand, Johannesburg – The European Parliament will continue to 
strengthen its relationship and cooperation with the Pan-African Parliament 
(PAP) and will support its efforts to transition into a fully legislative body. The 
European Parliament would also push for the parliamentarian side of 
cooperation to be reinforced within the African Union (AU)–European Union 
(EU) development and cooperation framework. 

Speaking on Monday at the Second Ordinary Session of the Third Parliament 
in Midrand, European Parliament President Martin Schulz said that it was 
good for the AU and the EU not to lose sight on their shared values at a time 
when Africa – like Europe did before – was striving to foster regional 
integration. 

“We are living in an increasingly connected world where citizens are incredibly 
connected and Africa is no exception. This will impact on the way PAP interacts 
with Africans,” Schulz said. 

Hon. Schulz said that the European Parliament had been supporting PAP since 
its inception and that the European body’s renewed commitment to support 
PAP was motivated by the fact that the EU understands that it takes time to 
achieve institutional change. However, PAP was well ahead in its efforts to turn 
into a legislative body. 
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“It took 27 years – from 1952 to 1979 - for our citizens to be able to directly elect 
European MPs and it took 40 years for the EU Parliament to be granted full 
legislative body. The process was long and difficult. However, PAP will need less 
time. It is my belief that PAP can do it,” he said. He added that “Governments 
and national parliaments should not consider a fully legislative PAP as a threat 
but rather as a driving force behind executive powers.” 

A strong PAP would ensure for instance that consultative parliamentarian 
processes are followed before key strategic decisions are taken, which could 
have an impact on Africa’s development. Parliamentarian scrutiny could cover 
issues relating to sustainable development, the exploitation of Africa’s vast 
mineral resources, trade, investment, etc. 

Hon. Schulz also said that the Africa/EU Joint Strategic Partnership had fallen 
short of its goals and that it was necessary to review its priorities and 
mechanisms. 

“There is a need for the Joint Partnership to take into account the relationship 
between the European Parliament and PAP. This will allow the promoting of 
people-centred cooperation between Africa and Europe, leading overtime to 
sustainable and inclusive economic growth and development,” he said. 

With 2015 – the deadline year for meeting the Millennium Development Goals 
(MDGs) - fast approaching and the MDGs set to be replaced by the Post-2015 
Development Framework, the AU and EU should take opportunity of the 
upcoming Fourth Africa/EU Summit to take stock of what has been achieved 
since the inception of the Joint Strategic Partnership in 2007 and decide on 
the direction that the Africa/EU cooperation should take. 

Hon. Schulz concluded by saying that despite Europe going through a financial 
crisis and talks of cuts in the cooperation budget, the European Parliament 
will oppose any efforts to reduce the flow of cooperation funds heading towards 
Africa. 

“We cannot shy away from our responsibility for the less fortunate citizens in the 
world,” he said. 
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