
1/4

Speech at the plenary session of the Pan-African Parliament (PAP)

Midrand, 13 May 2013

Dear President of the Pan-African Parliament, Mr Bethel AMADI,
Honourable Members of the Pan-African Parliament, dear colleagues,
Excellencies,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is my real pleasure and a great honour to address today the plenary of the Pan-
African Parliament (PAP). A parliament which has been leading in the promotion of 
good governance, democracy and human rights within a diverse and vast continent.

Both our parliaments, the Pan-African Parliament and the European Parliament,
share a fundamental common goal: representing our citizens and making their voices 
heard beyond the borders of our member states. Voices which have a lot in common: 
Europeans, as much as Africans, are world citizens who, although by times facing 
different challenges, share the same aspiration when it comes to social and 
economic progress of their societies.

When I speak to young Africans I see that they share the same dreams and
objectives as young Europeans: a dignified life in peace and security. 

It is true that most of our countries still act far too often from a national perspective
only. However, the regional and global dimensions are increasingly unavoidable, 
especially considering the numerous challenges we face today and which no single 
state is able to tackle alone. None of the EU members for example, not France, not 
Great Britain, not even my country, Germany - although many hail it as a model -
even among the biggest countries, no single state is today able to show the way 
forward alone: it is only when they come together that they can have a real global 
influence.   

As you know the EU and its 27 member states have made substantial progress in 
building common institutions across European countries.          Despite their former 
division and sometimes even hostility to one another, states have managed to pool 
sovereignty on the basis of shared values and interests. Africa is today, although 
within a very different context and at a higher speed, on a similar path, moving 
towards enhanced regional integration.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

We are no longer living in hermetically sealed regions, but in an increasingly 
interdependent world. Only 14 kilometres separate our two continents; a geographic 
proximity that is mirrored by the numerous historical, economic, political and human 
links that join Europe and Africa. In a world that is changing as rapidly as this one, it 
is good not to lose sight of our shared values. 

50 years ago, almost to the day, on 25th May 1963, 32 African Heads of State met in 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, and founded the Organisation for African Unity (OAU). Some 
of the values that inspired the founding of the Organisation of African Unity 50 years 
ago have remarkably stood the test of time.

The opening lines of the Founding Charter provide an inspiring vision which still is, I 
believe, extremely relevant today.

African leaders were - and I quote from the charter: 
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 Conscious of the fact that freedom, equality, justice and dignity are essential 
objectives for the achievement of the legitimate aspirations of the African 
peoples;

 Inspired by a common determination to promote understanding among our 
peoples and cooperation among our states in response to the aspirations of our 
peoples for brother-hood and solidarity, in a larger unity transcending ethnic and 
national differences.

These words touch on the very essence which should guide the commitment of 
continent-wide organisations. These words provide a vision and inspiration to each 
and every one of us as elected representatives of the citizens of the European and 
African Unions. 

Citizens today are increasingly global. They are connected to the entire world, via 
their mobile phone and internet, not just within their district or country, as they have 
never been before and they have to be represented by parliaments that share their 
preoccupations. 

Of course, this is easier said than done: to represent the peoples of an entire 
continent needs time, a capacity to adapt, as well as, above all, an iron will and a 
great faith.

President,
Honourable Members,

As you know, the European Parliament has supported the work of the Pan-African 
Parliament since its creation.  

This commitment is reinforced by the European Parliament's own history and 
experience on the long and difficult way towards institutional strengthening. A 
process that is nonetheless necessary in order to materialise the vision and values 
that inspire our work. 

The European Parliament has its origins as the Consultative Assembly of the 
European Coal and Steel Community, founded in 1952. It took us 27 years - until 
1979 - for Members of the European Parliament to be directly elected by our citizens. 
Similarly, the European Parliament's process of increasing legislative powers has 
been slow and gradual. I hope that the Pan-African Parliament will need less time 
than the European one.

The Pan-African Parliament is much younger, but we believe in its future because 
there is a need for a continental institution, able to promote democracy and good 
governance throughout Africa, but also to bring together the citizens of this, such a
diverse continent, in a peaceful way. As the European institutions prevented conflicts 
between member states, I believe that the Pan-African Parliament can play a 
proactive and highly useful role in peace processes on the continent, and thus help 
bring African solutions to African problems.

Neither the Pan-African Parliament nor the European one is a threat to national 
parliaments. On the contrary, they must aim at reinforcing these parliaments. 

On our part, I recently had the occasion to invite Speakers from the Parliaments of 
the Union for the Mediterranean in Marseilles, and to deliver the same message: that 
we must work together to promote parliamentary democracy, to convey messages 
we receive from civil society, and to be a driving force behind executive powers. 
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In this context please allow me to make some more general remarks on democracy
and the importance of parliamentarism. In the rhythm of our globalised media society,
decisions are taken and implemented with unimaginable speed. We are currently 
seeing how, all over the world and under pressure from the markets, decisions are 
being taken swiftly and, if possible, without parliamentary involvement.
The right thing to do, however, is precisely the opposite: democracy and 
parliamentarism need time. And if we do not take that time we will have a democracy 
that is at the mercy of market principles, rather than a market that complies with 
democracy.

The example of hedge funds speculating on increases in food prices shows how 
perverse markets can act if they are not under democratic scrutiny. The result is 
especially visible here in Africa where people are suffering from food shortages. It is 
not acceptable that the hunger of some is used to the profit of others. This is 
immorality carried to the extreme. 

President,
Honourable Members,

I want to stress here the European Union's commitment to expanding and deepening 
EU-Africa relations. The 2007 EU-Africa summit approved the Joint Africa-EU 
Strategy (JAES), which is the framework for relations between our continents. The 
operationalisation of this strategy has however fallen short of the hopes expressed 
when the strategy was agreed. What we need is a review of the priorities and the 
implementation mechanisms of the joint strategy.

It is essential that this revision takes into account the parliamentary dimension of the 
relations between the European Union and the African Union. The new strategy 
needs to include provision for the European Parliament's and the Pan-African 
Parliament's active involvement in providing political guidance to the future strategy, 
as well as ensuring the effective monitoring and implementation of the strategy and 
its action plans.

To make this into a reality, the European Parliament and the Pan-African Parliament
should work closely together to prepare and influence the 4th Africa-EU Summit.

Next year's summit will provide an opportunity for the European Union and Africa to 
further promote the vision of a mutually beneficial, balanced and people-centred 
partnership between our continents and all our citizens. 

A way in which the new strategy could work to bring African and European societies 
together is to deliver on those aspects that are important to our citizens: fostering
sustainable and inclusive economic growth, concluding mutually beneficial trade 
agreements that can deliver on economic growth and provide for the creation of jobs, 
strengthening of democratic and accountable political institutions, and the promotion 
of good governance, human rights and global sustainable development. 

This is particularly important in the current context, in which discussions have started 
to design the post-2015 development framework that will take over from the 
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). We should explore how the new framework 
can take stock of the new global realities and promote a model of development 
cooperation that does not build on traditional donor-recipient relations. The goal of 
the post-2015 agenda should be to provide a 'decent life for all by 2030'. A decent life 
that needs to integrate the three key dimensions of sustainable development: 
economic, social and environmental. 
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In many African countries, the exploitation of natural resources has led to massive 
pollution and has not benefited local people, but only a very small group of 
individuals. Worse still, many wars and guerrillas on the continent have been 
provoked by the different groups vying to take control of these resources, sometimes 
with the backing of foreign companies. Our role as parliaments is to prevent such 
scandals from happening again, because it is in our common interest. Well managed 
resources will last longer, benefit more people, and a close association with local 
people will help to ensure stability, without which there can be no economic 
development. 

As I just mentioned, the environmental dimension will in the future play an even 
bigger role than today in the relations between Africa and Europe. Africa is indeed 
one of the continents that is and will be most affected by climate change.

Food insecurity will become an ever-increasing challenge and a possible source of 
conflict as we are faced with a growing world population, unequal access to water, 
rising temperatures and more extreme climate conditions. 

For this reason, the European Union considers the 'sustainable management of 
natural resources', according to the principles of transparency, accountability and 
good governance, as something that should become a core pillar of the post-2015 
framework. 

President,
Honourable Members,

The European Union is currently negotiating its long-term budget for 2014-2020. The 
outcome of the negotiations might affect European development cooperation. To face 
all the challenges I just talked about and to keep its strong relation with Africa, the 
European Union needs to resist the temptation of short-sightedness that has risen 
with the crisis we are facing. Let me therefore ensure you that the European 
Parliament is standing firm when it comes to disproportionate cuts in the EU's 
development spending. We cannot shy away from our international responsibility for 
the poorest people on the planet.

Dear President, Honourable members, 

Contrary to what is written on my flight ticket, I am not coming from more than nine 
thousand kilometres away. No, I am coming from fourteen kilometres away. 14km is 
indeed the distance between Africa and Europe. 14km! What are 14km in our 
globalised world? Nothing! We are as close as neighbours can be, we share the 
same values and face the same global issues. It is our duty, as parliamentarians of 
the European Parliament and Pan-African Parliament, to turn these challenges into 
opportunities for the future, to hear and represent the interests of all our peoples, and 
to devise a sustainable development for our societies.

Thank you very much for giving me the opportunity to address you, and let me wish 
you a fruitful session!


