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Delegation for relations with the Palestinian Legislative Council
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MINUTES

Constituent meeting
Wednesday, 16 September 2009, 14.00 — 14.30
Room LOW N1.3
Strasbourg

1. Opening of the meeting by the acting chair

Mr Kyriacos Triantaphyllides (GUE-NGL, CY), the delegation’s outgoing Chair, opened the
meeting and said the first item had to be the election of the delegation’s Chair.

2. Election of Chair

The acting chair confirmed that there was a quorum of members and then called for nominations.
The S&D Group nominated Mr Proinsias de Rossa (S&D, IE) who agreed to be nominated and
confirmed that he had completed the statement of financial interests. As no other nominations
were received, Mr de Rossa was elected Chair of the Delegation for relations with the Palestinian
Legislative Council by acclamation.

3. Election of Vice-Chairs
The new Chair thanked Mr Triantaphyllides for his assistance and above all for the way in which
he had led the work of the delegation as its Chair during the last half of the previous

parliamentary term. He thanked members for the confidence they had just shown in him and
assured them he would commit himself fully to the task.
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The new Chair then moved on to the election of two Vice-Chairs.
Election of first Vice-Chair:

The Chair called for nominations and the GUE Group proposed Mr Kyriacos Triantaphyllides.
Mr Triantaphyllides agreed to be nominated and confirmed that he had completed the statement
of financial interests. As no other nominations were received, Mr Triantaphyllides was elected
first Vice-Chair of the delegation by acclamation.

Election of second Vice-Chair:

The Chair called for nominations and the Verts-ALE Group proposed Ms Caroline Lucas (UK).
Ms Lucas agreed to be nominated and confirmed that she had completed the statement of
financial interests. As no other nominations were received, Ms Lucas was elected second Vice-
Chair of the delegation by acclamation.

The Chair confirmed that the Bureau had now been formed.

4. Calendar of activities for the second half of 2009

The Chair stressed the importance of the challenges and difficulties connected with relations
with the Palestinian territories. He reminded them of the initiatives taken in previous months in
relations with the Palestinian Legislative Council.

He spoke about the need for cooperation within Parliament with the relevant parliamentary
committees (AFET, DROI, DEVE) and with other delegations covering this geographical area,
in particular the Delegation for relations with Israel. The work of the Euromed Parliamentary
Assembly would be watched with close interest.

Specific proposals for the 2009 timetable, notably the question of a fact-finding visit to the area,
could not be formalised until they had all the information needed in their hands. The Conference
of Delegation Chairs would discuss a draft timetable on 1 October 2009 and this would be
submitted to the Conference of Presidents on 15 October 2009.

Delegation Chairs would hold an initial discussion on the 2010 timetable on 25 November 2009.

Members were then invited by the Chair to put forward their suggestions, as follows:

- meetings to be able to last longer than one hour,

- plan a visit to Gaza and Ramallah before Christmas,

- joint meetings with other delegations/committees,

- East Jerusalem’s special situation, the situation of young people held in detention,

- arrange a hearing for R. Goldstone, head of the mission to Gaza mandated by the UN Human
Rights Council,

- information that the S&D Group was circulating a document proposing an Israeli gynaecologist
renowned for his courage during the Israeli military operation in Gaza as a candidate for the
Sakharov prize.
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The Chair said that all these issues would be responded to in the near future.
5. Date and place of next meeting
Wednesday, 30 September 2009, in Brussels (to be advised).

The Palestinian envoy Leila Shahid and a representative from the Commission would be invited
to attend.

The meeting closed at 14.30.
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