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MINUTES
Meeting of 14 January 2010, from 10.15 to 11.15
BRUSSELS

The meeting opened at 10.15 on Thursday, 14 January 2010, with Proinsias De Rossa (Chair)
in the chair.

1.

Adoption of draft agenda (PE 432.156)
The draft agenda was adopted.

Approval of minutes of meetings of 14 October 2009 (PE 430.033), 10 November 2009
(PE 430.050) and 2 December 2009 (PE 432.147)

The minutes were approved.
Chair’s announcements

(a) The Chair reported on the meeting between Senator George Mitchell, the American
Special Envoy, and AFET’s enlarged Bureau and some Delegation Chairs.

The Senator had recalled the two main objectives: restarting the negotiations on peace and
security and no security for Israel without a Palestinian State and no Palestinian State
without security for Israel and joint US/EU help in building a Palestinian State.

As soon as negotiations had resumed, the states of the region should act jointly. All parties
were welcome as long as they respected the principles and democracy. Iran’s influence
should be minimised in everybody’s interest.

Finally, Mr Mitchell had referred to the example of the international commissions created
in the context of the Northern Ireland conflict and emphasised the advantages of that
solution.

(b) The very detailed report on East Jerusalem drafted by the EU heads of mission was to
be presented at the meeting of the Working Group on the Middle East in February in
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Strasbourg.

(c) At the instigation of the European Campaign to end the Siege on Gaza, a delegation of
50 EU national MPs and 12 MEPs would visit Gaza in the coming days, entering via
Rafah.

4. Report on the delegation’s last visit to the Palestinian Territories

The Chair summed up the main points of the last visit to the West Bank and East Jerusalem
by an eight-member delegation from 6 to 9 December.

Every day which passed was a lost opportunity to create a Palestinian State: the West Bank
and East Jerusalem were being relentlessly surrounded and encroached upon by settlements.
The report of the EU heads of mission (see above) clearly demonstrated this.

In addition to the meeting in Ramallah with (mostly Fatah) members of the Palestinian
Legislative Council, there was a meeting in Hebron with Hamas elected representatives and
the speaker of the Palestinian Legislative Council, Aziz Duwaik, and some of his colleagues.
However, the scheduled visit in Gaza had not taken place owing to a last-minute Israeli
decision to oppose it. Interestingly, that decision had been taken a few hours after the EU
Council’s conclusions on the Middle East peace process had been published.

5. Update from the Palestinian General Delegation

Adel Atieh, adviser at the Palestinian General Delegation, recalled the two parties' obligations
under the Roadmap.

He pointed to Palestinian efforts on security and deplored Israel's breach of its obligation to
stop the expansion of settlements in the Palestinian Territories.

A strong commitment was required from the international community and the European
Union.

He deplored the Israeli authorities’ attempts to undermine the legitimacy of President Abbas.

6. Programme: follow-up and proposals

The Chair stressed the need for proper coordination of all the relevant European Parliament
bodies: the AFET Committee, the Working Group on the Middle East and the specific
delegations (bilateral and sub-regional). A motion for a resolution should be drafted in order
to enable Parliament to state its position on the latest developments.

He was more than ever in favour of joint initiatives (meetings and hearings) with the
Delegation for relations with Israel.

7. Date and place of next meeting

Monday 23 February 2010 in Brussels.

The meeting closed at 11.15.
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