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MINUTES
of the meeting of 28 November 2012, 10.30-12.30

Brussels

The meeting opened at 11.40 on Wednesday, 28 November 2012, with Emer Costello (Chair) 
in the chair.

1. Adoption of draft agenda (PE 495.791)
The draft agenda was adopted; Items 2 and 3 would be taken together.

2/3.Exchange of views on the situation in Gaza and Palestine’s bid for UN observer 
status

The Chair thanked the three Arab ambassadors and the representatives from the 
European External Action Service (EEAS), the United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency (UNRWA) and the NGO Al Mezan for agreeing to attend the meeting on the 
eve of a key vote for Palestinians in the UN General Assembly, a day which also 
marked the International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People.

The Chair spoke briefly about the violence that had broken out in recent days in Gaza 
between Israeli forces and Hamas in the context of Operation Pillar of Defence. While 
she deplored the fighting, she was pleased that a ceasefire had been agreed on 21 
November 2012, the day before Parliament adopted its resolution on the situation in 
Gaza. 
She expressed satisfaction at the support Parliament had given Palestine in its bid to be 
recognised by the UN General Assembly as a non-member observer state.
She refused to concede that Palestine’s bid was, in the words of the Israelis, an 
‘unacceptable unilateral act’.
She drew attention to Palestine’s long path towards recognition of its inalienable right 
to self-determination:
- the Venice Declaration of 1980, whereby the then nine-member European 
Community recognised the Palestine Liberation Organization (eight years before the 
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United States),
- the declaration of the State of Palestine made by Yasser Arafat in 1988,
- the International Court of Justice’s 2004 advisory opinion on the construction by 
Israel of a wall in the Occupied Palestinian Territory,
- Palestine’s failed 2011 bid to be recognised by the UN Security Council as a 
Member State,
- UNESCO’s October 2011 decision to grant Palestine full membership, a first in UN 
history.

The Chair emphasised the constraints which had influenced the drafting of Palestine’s 
UN bid: the requirement to include a reference to Palestinian territory ‘occupied since 
1967’ and not to refer to conditions for reopening negotiations and Israeli fears of 
being brought before the International Criminal Court by Palestine.

She held that Israeli or US threats to impose financial or political sanctions if the UN 
General Assembly voted in favour of Palestine’s bid were both unlawful and 
unacceptable.

Lastly, she emphasised the need for internal Palestinian reconciliation and strongly 
urged Hamas to formally renounce the use of violence and recognise the State of 
Israel.

This was the historical background to that day’s discussion.

The Chair gave the floor in turn to each of the three Arab ambassadors.

a) The Ambassador of Kuwait and dean of the ambassadors, Nabeela Al-Mulla
The Ambassador welcomed Parliament’s resolution of 22 November 2012 and 
deplored the disproportionate use of force by Israel. 
She decried the fact that the fighting had been exploited for political ends in order to 
cast doubt on the legitimacy of Palestine’s UN bid.
She stressed the need to avoid any land divisions and said she was against the creation 
of three states.
The status of non-member state was not new: countries including Spain, Italy, Austria 
and Germany had all been granted that status in the past.
It was time to give Palestinians fresh hope.

b) Ambassador Lahebib Adami, Head of the Mission of the League of Arab States
He expressed surprise that the occupiers rather than the occupied were being asked to 
limit themselves to ‘proportional retaliation’.
The Arab Peace Initiative – which had the backing of all the members of the League 
of Arab States and which recognised the State of Israel – was still on the table.
He wondered what was really preventing Israel from making peace.

c) Leila Shahid, General Delegate of Palestine
She speculated about the incident which had sparked the recent violence: the 
assassination of the Hamas-Israel mediator.
Israel’s provocative policies of continued expansion had led to frustration, 
hopelessness and the breakdown of the peace process.
Palestinians had an inalienable right to self-determination.
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In her opinion, Palestine’s bid to be recognised by the world’s most representative 
grouping of states was entirely legitimate.

The Chair gave the floor to the representatives of the EEAS, UNRWA and Al Mezan.

d) Leonello Gabrici, EEAS
He said he was proud of the work EEAS had done in giving Palestine the opportunity 
to be treated like a true state.  The acceptance procedure was still being finalised. 
Palestinians would have to accept that their new status would bring new 
responsibilities. 
On the eve of the UN vote, all 27 EU Member States should take note of the new 
framework proposed by the Treaty of Lisbon.
Parliament could surely encourage Member States to acknowledge their 
responsibilities.

e) Matthias Burchardt, UNRWA
He deplored the new wave of violence that had killed and injured many in Gaza, 
including UNRWA staff.
Following years of siege, an already volatile situation had been worsened by a new 
spate of demolitions. While the total cost of the conflict was escalating steadily, the 
money pledged by the international community had been slow to materialise. 

f) Mahmoud Abu Rahma, NGO Al Mezan
Giving a brief overview of the deterioration in living conditions in Gaza, he described 
the restrictions on the freedom of movement of people and goods, which gave the lie 
to Israel’s overly positive portrayal of the situation. 

The members of the delegation held a wide-ranging exchange of views.
They covered topics ranging from proposals to establish a Quintet that would include 
the Arab League (Ivo Vajgl) to the support of the vast majority of EU Member States 
for Palestine’s UN bid (Margrete Auken, Annemie Neyts-Uyttebroeck).
Kyriacos Triantaphyllides expressed his irritation at the growing disparity between the 
positions taken by the delegation and the situation on the ground.
The members deplored the fact that the international community was steadily losing 
credibility because of the failure to follow up successive recommendations.

The Chair thanked the speakers for the extremely lively discussion.

4. Exchange of views on Euro-Arab cooperation
The Chair gave the floor to Ambassador Adami.

The Arab League Ambassador spoke of the importance of Euro-Arab dialogue and of 
the context in which the second Euro-Arab conference had taken place on 12 
November 2012 in Cairo. 

Patrice Bergamini, speaking on behalf of the EEAS, emphasised the triple objective of 
the conference:
- to send out a strong political message, thanks to the attendance of over 40 ministers, 
including 22 EU ministers,
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- to challenge the status quo by issuing a detailed and ambitious political declaration,
- to establish a framework and a proper work programme.

The Chair thanked the speakers for their concise and clear comments.

5. Date and place of next meeting
The next meeting would take place on 18 December 2012 in Brussels.

The Chair thanked all the speakers once again and invited the Arab ambassadors to 
stay in contact with the delegation.

She hoped that the following day’s vote in the UN General Assembly would produce 
the desired result.

The meeting closed at 12.35.
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