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INFORMATION

Time frame of the trip
18.08.2010 -27.08.2010

Cities
Diyarbakir, Siirt, Hakkari, Semdinli, Yüksekova, Dersim

Contact persons
Mayors, human rights activists, BDP members of parliament, BDP local politicians, 
police officers, prison administration employees, public prosecutor’s office 
Diyarbakir, municipality employees, lawyers, prisoner aid associations, women’s 
associations, ecological initiatives

Participants of the trip
part I (Diyarbakir): Jürgen Klute MEP, Ingrid Remmers, MdB (Member of German 
Bundestag), Ali Atalan MdL NRW (Member of the Parliament of North Rhine 
Westphalia), Bärbel Beuermann, MdL NRW, Derya Kilic, member of the regional 
executive committee „Die Linke“ NRW, Serdar Agit Boztemur, delegate of the youth 
association solid NRW, Michael Knapp, human rights activist, MdL delegate Bärbel 
Beuermann and Martin Dolzer sociologist and research project member of the MdB 
and Md Council of Europe Andrej Hunko

part II (Siirt, Hakkari, Semdinli, Dersim): Michael Knapp, human rights activist, Mdl 
delegate Bärbel Beuermann and Martin Dolzer sociologist and research project 
member of the MdB and Md Council of Europe Andrej Hunko.
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REPORT 

Evaluation of the current situation

The current situation in the Kurdish provinces of Turkey is characterized by serious 
human rights violations, repression and war crimes by the Turkish military and  special 
gendarmerie units. 

Despite a one-sided cease-fire by the PKK, that was interrupted only shortly due to 
the continuous policy of war and repression by the Turkish state, military operations 
and assaults of state forces on the civilian population have been taken place 
almost daily for the past months. During the first six months of 2010, more than 20 
extralegal executions took place through state and paramilitary forces within this 
framework. In addition, in the last 3 months reports on the use of chemical weapons 
and post mortal mutilations by the Turkish military have increased. Deliberately set 
forest fires and the use of poisonous defoliants were increasingly documented.

Psychological warfare is also used to various extents as another means of conflict. F 
16 bombers are starting daily from the Diyarbakir metropolis and in Dersim and 
Hakkari about 30 military helicopters take off on a daily basis.  In addition, since April 
2009 more than 1680 politicians of the Democratic Freedom Party (BDP) and its now 
prohibited predecessor party DTP, as well as human rights activists, women activists 
and adolescents have been imprisoned. The first proceedings will start on 18.10.2010 
in Diyarbakir. In doing so, the Turkish state is apparently trying to eliminate all 
regionally and internationally successful politically active individuals. Especially 
international contacts have been negatively sanctioned. The active individuals are 
accused of being members of the KCK / PKK structures. Human rights engagement, 
the advocating of cultural rights, visits to European institutions or parliaments, the 
contact to international journalists or delegations serve as legitimations for this.  

Apparently there is no desire for differentiated reporting which is fought against with 
all means. The two Kurdish newspapers with the highest circulation are currently 
prohibited. The American human rights activist Jake Hess, who was detained for 10 
days because of critical articles on war crimes and human rights violations and 
subsequently deported just as the 1680 people mentioned above, was advised by 
the authorities that every person he would contact in the future, would be 
suspected of being a member of the Kurdistan Democratic Federation (KCK). The 
contact person for our delegation in Hakkari, Bülent Armut, was arrested from the 
car in which he accompanied the delegation (see below).

Torture is also a daily occurrence in the Kurdish provinces, especially in Hakkari, 
Sirnak and Siirt. Journalists, human rights activists and politically active individuals 
are especially affected. In provincial towns the harassment and rape of women by 
security forces is an additional great problem. The impunity of the offenders from the 
ranks of the authorities and security forces in all of the above context is alarming.
(see also the study by Human Rights Watch: Closing Ranks against 
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Accountability/Barriers to Tackling Police Violence in Turkey).

The one-sided cease-fire by the PKK was welcomed by all delegates, mayors and 
Kurdish contact persons and seen as historical chance to solve the Turkish-Kurdish 
conflict. Basically, it would be necessary however, to end the policy of suppression 
as well as the non-recognition of the existence of the Kurdish population and their 
civil liberties by the Turkish state. Notably, the Kurdish politicians did not want an 
independent state but the democratization of Turkey with the objective of 
preferably establishing grassroots democratic communal administrative structures in 
which all religious and cultural identities would be represented throughout Turkey. 

The situation of communal politicians

The mayor of the city of Diyarbakir, Osman Baydemir, for instance, repeatedly 
emphasizes the above demands and advocates a peaceful solution of the Turkish-
Kurdish conflict and it is therefore insinuated that he would act on behalf of the PKK 
since they have the same objectives.  Due to several proceedings he is threatened 
by many years of detention or even a life sentence, as are all other mayors of the 
region. In addition, a travel ban has been imposed on Baydemir. There have been 
several death threats and attempted bomb attacks by fascist powers. Only a few 
weeks ago in the small town of Tunceli/Dersim, a time bomb was placed beneath 
the hall in which the politician held a speech in front of 500 people, among them 
many women and children. Fortunately the bomb that was supposed to detonate 
at the time of his speech was defect. 

The district mayor of Diyarbakır Sur, Abdullah Demirbaş, is also criminalized. He was 
already deposed from his office during the previous mandate because he 
published, among other things, information on the city council in Turkish, English, 
Armenian and Arabic as well as in Kurdish and presented multilingual administrative 
concepts at the European Parliament. His multilingual and peace promoting 
political engagement as well as the participation at press conferences are 
interpreted as leadership function in a terrorist association. Within the scope of the 
wave of repression since April 2009, he was imprisoned for several months despite a 
life-threatening illness and escaped detention several weeks ago due to persisting 
international pressure.  

The mayors of Siirt, Hakkari, Semdinli, Yüksekova and Dersim are in a similar situation. 
Several proceedings were opened against each of them, mostly using congruent 
arguments, with the request for high prison sentences. While EU panels have been 
criticizing such practices for years, they are tightened again in Turkey. 

Juvenile criminal law

There is no substantial change in the liberalization of the juvenile criminal law. 
Despite
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the symbolic release of some children and adolescents, who had allegedly thrown 
stones at demonstrations, and proceedings in front of juvenile courts instead of adult 
juries, children continue to be sentenced according to the anti-terrorism law. This 
continues to results in prison sentences of many years. More than 470 children are 
imprisoned. In addition, children and adolescents are being tortured frequently and 
systematically in the prison of Adana, for instance, but also during transfers. 
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The logic behind criminalization

1st example

The chair of the IHD office in Diyarbakır, Muharem Erbey, has been imprisoned for 240 
days. His two representatives as well. They are charged, among other things, to 
have provided foreign delegations with statistical material on human rights violations 
in Turkey. Proceedings not only against the IHD but against all human rights activists 
are carried out within this framework, so that, for instance, no news about human 
rights abuse and war crimes can get abroad. All active members of the IHD are in 
danger of being arrested, especially if they meet with agents from other countries to 
discuss the situation of the population.

2nd example

Several journalists are currently detained on the basis of spreading human rights 
policy issues. Among them is the journalist Hamdiye Ciftci from Hakkari, who was 
arrested based on the anti-terrorism law, only because of several articles on serious 
human rights violations in the province of Hakkari. 

3rd example

The former mayor of Batman, Hüsseyin Kalkan, the mayor of Cizre, Aydun Budak, 
and the former member of parliament, Hatip Dicle, are some of many other elected 
representatives who have been imprisoned since April 2009 because of their 
commitment to human rights and peace with the same logic described in the case 
of Baydemir. 

4th example

The city council member and former deputy mayor of Hakkari, Bülent Armut, was 
arrested by the “Anti-Terror Police” on 23 August at the check point outside of the 
city of Hakkari. The members of the delegation were in the same car together with 
the BDP politician on the way back from a funeral. The check point is known for its 
torture practices in contempt of human rights. Military, police and JITEM units are 
situated in one locality here.  The below mentioned 3rd case study (torture, rape 
and killing after arrest) can also be allocated with great probability to the “security 
forces” stationed there.

On 24 and 25 August the arrest warrant against Bülent Armut was extended once 
again. Lawyers were not able to get in contact with the politician until that time. On 
25 August, five other politicians were arrested, among them the chair of the labour
union KESK. As delegation we request the immediate release of the considerate 
politician who is engaged for peace. (Please see attached our note of protest we 
sent together with the MdEP, MdB and MdL). 
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The reality that in the Kurdish provinces of the country a majority of the population is 
associated with the PKK through personal contacts or through those tortured or 
dead due to long-year military conflicts, cannot be denied. It is also evident that the 
PKK as well as Abdullah Öcalan are therefore anchored in society and enjoy great 
support. Every politician who earnestly deals with the situation or tries to develop 
future perspectives must cope with this reality. Subsequently, the request of the BDP 
to enter into a peace dialog with all parties involved in this conflict, is only logical 
and directed towards peace. Furthermore, voicing reality cannot be considered as
a criminal act. To openly analyze the conflict and to identify corresponding 
solutions is, however, criminalized by the Turkish state. 

The situation in Turkish prisons is characterized by human rights violations. Cases of 
torture are reported again and again. Many prisons are overcrowded. Relatives are 
purposely humiliated during visits. Often they have to undress completely and are 
insulted as terrorists. Those who are ill are denied the necessary medical care. The 
provisions are insufficient by far and lead to more illnesses. In addition, the prisons 
can usually  not be reached by methods of public transportation. Client 
conversations are usually bugged. The delegates Jürgen Klute, Ingrid Remmers, 
Bärbel Beuermann and Ali Atalan tried among other things to visit the human rights 
activist Murharem Erbey. This was prevented by the Public Attorney’s Office and the 
prison administration under implausible reasons.

War crimes
Already since the beginning of the nineties the Turkish military uses illegal war 
practices, such as the use of chemical weapons and the mutilation of fallen guerrilla
fighters. Between 2001 and 2009 the reports on these practices have become less. In 
the past moths, such documentations have increased once more to an alarming 
extent. 

Some examples:

1st case (chemical weapons)

After the examination of all accessible facts, between September 8 and 15 of last 
year, 8 people fell victim to the use of chemical weapons by the Turkish military in 
the province of Hakkari, close to the Turkish-Iraqi border.

Eye witnesses reported the event and described that soldiers introduced gaseous, in 
all likelihood chemical weapons, in the form of projectiles into a cave in the vicinity 
of the Turkish-Iraqi border town of Cukurca (Hakkari province) and little later 
retrieved several persons, members of the PKK guerrilla, from this cave. Some of the 
already lifeless bodies were then additionally run over by armoured vehicles and/or 
shot.

From the expert opinion of a forensic institute of the Eppendorf University Hospital in 
Hamburg in association with the eye witness report, we can conclude that chemical 
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weapons were used with great probability against the 8 persons killed by the Turkish 
army.  

Human rights activists from the region presented the eye witness reports and photos 
from the time shortly after the autopsy to our last human rights delegation in March 
2010 which included delegates from the German Federal and State Parliament as 
well as scientists. According to Hans Baumann, an expert on photo forgeries, the 
photos are authentic. During an appraisal, Mr. Baumann did not find any 
indications that the photos had been manipulated. Lighting conditions, details of 
the bodies and camera data were consistent and almost impossible to forge in this 
form. After further research, we can assume that the deceased are Rizgar Askan, Aziz 
Özer, Ramazan Yildiz, Kahraman Şex Ali, Yahya Musazade, Salih Güleç, Aliye Timur and 
Hanife Ali between the ages of 19 and 33.

With the cooperation of MdB, “Die Linke” Andrej Hunko, we were able to make this 
war crime available to the general public. In accordance with our ideas, politicians 
of several factions of the German Federal Parliament subsequently requested an 
international fact-finding committee.

2nd case (chemical weapons)

On 06 July 2010 close to the city of Hakkari Semdinli, twelve guerrillas were killed in a 
military conflict. The bodies are all swollen in an indescribable manner, such as the 
bodies of drowned persons. But these were not bodies of drowned persons, 
however. There is a strong suspicion that chemical substances or weapons were 
used pre or post-mortem. The head of one of the bodies had been severed,  some 
body parts of the other corpses were mutilated. Photos of the corpses are 
available. The autopsy report has so far not been released by the Public Attorney’s 
Office. Human rights activists may possibly seek a lawsuit and another autopsy of 
the dead, as well as an appraisal of the photos. In Turkey such lawsuits have very 
little chance of success.

3rd case (torture, rape and killing after arrest)

According to reports of several consistent eye and ear witnesses, on 06 August, 7 km 
from Hakkari, a woman was tortured, raped and finally killed after being previously 
involved, together with three other guerrillas, in a fight with the Turkish military, 
probably members of the Jitem intelligence who is made responsible for more than 
17,000 extralegal executions over the last decades. It was observed how the 
guerrilla member was arrested and then taken to an outdoor location outside the 
city of Hakkari after an encounter during which three other guerrillas died.
Subsequently several witnesses repeatedly heard terrible cries and the words, “Don’t 
do that, no don’t do that.” A convoy of three cars of “security forces” then brought 
the woman to a different location. The next day, she was found dead, laid out with 
the other guerrillas in the morgue. An autopsy of the dead woman has so far been 
refused, as opposed to the other three. After inspection by members of the human 
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rights association IHD, signs of torture and rape were detected. This is a severe 
offense of the Geneva Convention and human rights.

4th case (burns and mutilations)

Sevdin Nergiz was killed in Batman/Beşiri on 08.08.10 by the Turkish military together with 
four other guerrillas. All bodies had been burned beyond recognition. They also 
showed gunshot wounds and torn off body parts or pulled out intestines. Sevdin 
Nergiz was burned beyond recognition or blackened up to his lower leg, his 
intestines were no longer inside his body, one arm was completely missing. One eye 
witness reported that shots were heard throughout the night at the site of the 
incident. The entire area was illuminated with tracer ammunition. Later on large 
flames were seen. At the morning after the engagement, the witness was able to 
observe how the soldiers grouped around the victims and sprayed the dead bodies 
with gunfire.

Whether the injuries were caused by flame throwers, chemical or other weapons, 
can only be determined by an investigation of the case by an independent 
committee. The use of flame throwers is also an offense of the Convention on the 
use of especially cruel Conventional Weapons (CCW) that Turkey has signed in Oslo 
in 2008. The governor of Batman spoke pre-emptively of false accusation with 
regard to the use of chemical weapons, without such accusations being made.

5th case (post-mortem mutilations, chemical weapons)

The body of Özgür Daghan, who was killed on 05.06.2010, showed signs of 
mutilations and probably chemical burns. Initially pictures of the body without 
mutilations were shown to the relatives. At the time the corpse was collected, the 
body was burned and the bones were as though they had melted, the skull was 
shattered. When asked about the cause of the mutilations, an attorney who was 
present responded to the relatives, “What do you expect they do to a terrorist who 
fought against the state.”

Two things become clear in this case: 1. The attorney was informed about what 
happened to the body post-mortem 2. Representatives of the state can rely on the 
fact that they will not be punished even in cases of severe human rights violations or 
war crimes. In this and other cases, psychological war through humiliation is applied 
on top of the war crime.

During several conversations with affected relatives, we were able to perceive the 
traumatic consequences of this.

6th case (forest fires – poisonous defoliants)
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A great problem in the provinces of Diyarbakir, Hakkari, Siirt and Dersim are forest 
fires set by the military and the use of poisonous defoliants. In these cases it is also 
suspected that unauthorized chemical substances were used.

In Hakkari for instance, physicians suspect that the herbs that grow in the region and 
are harvested by the population from April until June are heavily poisoned. One 
consequence could be an increase in the rate of stomach cancer by 100 % in the 
past years. Previously the herbs were used as medicinal products. Doctors in Ankara 
and Hakkari have recommended to no longer eat these herbs. For a large part of 
the population they are essential however and they do not want to stop collecting 
them. According to information from doctors in Hakkari, the rate of diarrhoea has 
also strongly increased. A corresponding document is available at the local court. It 
is suspected that the plain of Bercelan as well as other places are contaminated as 
well. The city’s drinking water comes from here.

Because of a complaint against the use of chemical weapons by the Turkish military 
in Hakkari/Bercelan a few months ago, the chair of the IHD, Ismael Akbulut, was 
detained in the Bitlis prison for three months. He was accused of the alleged 
humiliation of the Turkish military and promoting an [illegal] organisation. He was 
subsequently released due to lack of evidence.  Delegations from Europe that have 
attempted to conduct research in this matter on-site in the region, were regularly 
prevented from doing so by the military and police. 

7th case (post-mortem mutilations)

On 19.08. several guerrilla were attacked by soldiers and village guards in Ercis close 
to Van. Two of them were killed and their bodies were mutilated post-mortem. After 
the guerrillas were already dead, they were further mutilated by a number of 
gunshots and dragged over the ground for several hundreds of meters. One villager 
who reported this episode as eye witness was arrested immediately.

8th case (chemical weapons)

In the city of Pervari, close to Siirt, with a population of 27,000 inhabitants, ten 
guerrillas were burned and dismembered on 6 July 2010. The Public Attorney’s Office 
subsequently turned only 2 of the bodies over to the families. The normal 15-day 
period for identification was not complied with and the remaining 8 bodies were 
buried immediately. Since human rights activists have seen the bodies and existing 
photos, there is good cause to believe that the Turkish military has used chemical 
weapons in this case as well. The Public Attorney’s Office did not release the 
autopsy reports, as is common in cases like this.

Background:

Pervari is ruled by several village guard clans. 47 people believed to belong to the 
BDP were arrested in the past months and also because they did not belong to one 
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of the clans. Village guards and soldiers regularly place mines in commercial forests
and mountainous regions around the city. They are placed also without 
cartography in so-called safety zones. This practice often causes injuries and deaths.
A soldier professed to human rights activists that mines are places in safety zones for 
supposedly “safety reasons”. This is an offense of the Ottawa Convention.

The delegation had planned to drive  to drive to Pervari in order to conduct on-site 
research about the detailed circumstances of the possible use of chemical 
weapons. There were, however, concrete grounds for suspecting a land mine 
assault on the delegation vehicle if this trip were to take place. Furthermore, 
according to the assessment of our local contact, neither the freedom nor the life of 
any person who would have spoken with the delegation could be ensured 
thereafter.

In the past months in the Siirt province more than 50,000 hectares of forest were 
destroyed by forest fires that were set by the military. In many cases, soldiers and 
police prevented the extinction of the fires. According to reports, military and village 
guards also set mines in the regions where forest fires were set.

9th case (chemical substances)

In a farm in Yüksekova, tree fruit showed unusual changes this year. A test that was 
conducted in a laboratory outside of Turkey, indicated high concentrations of 
unusual chemical substances.

10th case (shepherd Dersim)

On 12.08.10 the shepherd Fikri Karakuş was attacked from Skorsky and Kobra helicopters 
in Dersim/Pülümür and badly wounded. After helicopters flew over him at 5 p.m. 
while he was grazing his cattle, he and his herd was bombarded even though it 
must have been obvious that he was a civilian target. He explained, “I was close to 
a rock with my sheep and sat in the shade when helicopters flew over us several 
times. I had a dog and a donkey with me. Suddenly the Kobra helicopter were flying 
towards me. When they started to throw bombs in my direction I hid under a rock 
and waited. I was wounded during the process and fainted. I was found on the 
mountain pasture and brought to hospital.” According to reports, the bombing 
lasted at least 2 hours. On the way to the hospital those who were transporting him 
were threatened by the commander of the Kocatepe military base. He said, “this is 
a terrorist, he should die, leave him be.” In the meantime the wounded and heavily 
traumatised shepherd is being treated in the hospital of Elazığ. Splinters have 
entered his left leg and large body surfaces were burnt.
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We request the immediate clarification of all of these crimes by an independent 
international committee. They are violating human rights and the Geneva 
Conventions and cannot be tolerated.

Cases of rape in Siirt

Lately  the incidence of rape in Siirt has tremendously increased. The tip of the 
iceberg: A deputy school director and more than 20 other suspects, including 
soldiers, security forces and members of the AKP have systematically raped at least 
7 students under threats over a period of 4 years in the room of the school director.
The governor commented protests of Kurdish women’s organisations by saying that 
they should not start any protest but rather prostitute themselves. Rape has been 
systematically carried out for years in several regions within the scope of assimilation 
policy and political oppression of the Kurdish population. 

Excessive force by the police on demonstrations in Siirt

In Siirt the chair of the BDP, Ali Kayar, the IHD board member, Zana Aksu, the BDP 
district leader, Naciye Ete, and five other persons were beaten during the funeral of 
a guerrilla by police forces one day after our departure. In addition the police used 
tear gas and strong munitions. The board member of the BDP, N. Aksu, was severely 
injured during the process. She is currently hospitalised. Three other persons were 
arrested. The body was left unburied for a while since the police had violently 
dispersed the burial process in which many thousands of people had participated.
Due to the massive use of tear gas grenades, a fire broke out on the cemetery that
damaged a number of graves.

Construction of a dam and psychological pressure in 
Tunceli/Dersim

In the city of Tunceli/Dersim 8 dams are under construction and others are planned.
An already completed dam has flooded large parts of outskirts and natural 
resources. Parts of the inner city are also endangered as well as the entire Munzur 
valley, a nature reserve that could also be a world cultural heritage if the Turkish 
government would not prevent a corresponding application. The dams are not 
efficient to generate electricity and on no account necessary. The only objective 
seems to be the isolation of the mountain metropolis from the surrounding and the 
gradual destruction of the still existing infrastructure. This is to brake the strong 
resistance of the PKK and Turkish left guerrilla organizations in the mountains of the 
region. Opposition against the construction of dams is developing from ecological 
and political initiatives which is sometimes organized in a very creative form (e.g. 
building of cult sites, cultural festivals, etc.).
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In accordance with sad historical continuity, the State maintains its iron fist policy in 
Tunceli/Dersim. In 1938 more than 80,000 people were murdered and several 
hundred deported during the course of the Dersim massacre. The pressure of 
repression has reached such an extent here, that dialogue is practically only 
possible with members of parliament and the mayor so as not to endanger more 
people. 50 members of the municipal administration and the administrative staff as 
well as human rights activists have been arrested since 2009. In Tunceli/Dersim the 
components of psychological warfare and technical observation are very 
pronounced. Rape and humiliation of women by security forces is especially 
common here.

At the day of our arrival the head of the Kemalist CHP from Tunceli/Dersim is holding 
a speech. The entire city is flagged with CHP banners and his portrait. He speaks of a 
necessary dialogue with the PKK and then plays, directly in front of the police 
barracks in which after the military coup of the eighties countless of people were 
tortured and died, the same song about the glory of Turkishness that was played 
during the torture procedures at that time as an instrument of psychological torture 
and to camouflage the screams.

Teargas grenades against 9-10 year old children in Semdinli

On 22.08.2010 we reached the city of Semdinli at noon. As children threw a few 
rocks in protest at passing armoured vehicles, menacingly dressed police officers 
attacked them with teargas launchers the size of machine guns. In the process, the 
BPD party building was demonstratively and repeatedly targeted. 

Funeral and life-threatening police assaults in Semdinli

On 23.08. the Public Attorney’s Office in Hakkari Semdinli delayed the release of 4 
bodies of guerrillas who were killed on 20.08.2010 during the bombardment of a 
region near Semdinli. Finally 3 of the victims were turned over to the respective 
families or the municipality in order to be washed and buried. The 4th victim was 
initially not to be turned over, since the immediate relatives were not able to come 
due to health reasons. Because the 4th body was not released and because of the 
constant verbal provocations by police officers of the waiting crowd, it was 
foreseeable that the situation would escalate. We therefore attempted an 
intervention by calling the German Embassy to describe the release or non-release 
of the 4th body and have a conciliatory effect.

When a demonstration from the city arrived at the hospital and mostly children 
started throwing some noneffective stones on the armoured vehicles, the police 
drove into the crowd with an armoured water cannon truck (type Skorpion) at a 
speed of about 50 km/h. It was only by pure coincidence that no one died in the 
process. The armoured truck then drove at the same speed into a crowd of people, 
some of which were sitting, in front of the hospital who were waiting for the release 
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of the bodies. If only one of the fleeing people had stumbled, a tragic and 
completely unnecessary incident would have occurred. Members of the delegation 
also had to save their lives by jumping over a fence.

The life of people is knowingly put at risk here. Four people were injured by teargas
projectiles. The police also used strong munitions. Eye witnesses explained that these 
were fired purposefully at the demonstrators. People were seeking shelter and 
medical care at the local hospital. The use of gas grenades caused severe physical 
damage to the inhabitants and children as well as the members of the delegation 
from Germany.

Finally 2 of the bodies were turned over to the families that had arrived and 2 others 
to the municipality. During the subsequent funeral, substantial grief and bitterness 
was felt and illustrates that the young people who were just over the age of 20 had 
to die during a period of ceasefire. The 2 women who were killed had been 
members of the “Canli Kalkanlar” in 2004/2005. They had campaigned as living 
shields intensively for peace. Most of the peace activists were then covered with 
procedures. They had the choice of many years of imprisonment, escape into exile 
or the becoming a guerrilla in the mountains. The tragedy of the Kurdish population 
becomes especially apparent here in a cynical manner.

As long as the Turkish state blocks all political and peaceful solutions, people will 
continue to join the guerrilla and die in an unnecessary continued conflict.

The two female guerrillas were then accompanied in a convoy of more than 50 
vehicles to their home towns. The traffic in the district town of Yüksekova stood still, 
the police had withdrawn after heavy street fights with several wounded. Several 
thousand young people accompanied the funeral procession with avowals of 
solidarity and PKK flags. The guerrilla fighter Gülistan Ergul was buried on 24.09.2010 
by approximately ten thousand people in her home town of Bitlis.

These events clearly show that the PKK is not to be separated from the Kurdish 
population. “We do not want that guerrillas and soldiers continue to die” is repeated 
by the Peace Mothers over and over. The international public and the governments 
should acknowledge this reality and develop political strategies for a peaceful 
solution of the conflict accordingly.

Conclusion

If the Federal Republic of Germany, the EU and the UN are seriously interested in a 
peaceful solution of the Turkish-Kurdish conflict, they must actively engage in a 
peace dialogue and the processing of committed injustice. It is not acceptable that 
in the first six months of 2010 more than 20 murders have been committed by 
security forces and the military, that cases of torture are increasing and war crimes 
such as the use of chemical weapons and the mutilation of dead are on the rise.
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For some time, the objective of the BDP, that is represented in the Turkish parliament 
with 20 delegates, has been to develop federal and regional self-determination 
structures. This model intends to strengthen the rights of the Kurdish population group 
and all regional, ethnical and religious minorities. With this kind of diversity Turkey 
could achieve new access to cultural prosperity. Instead of separatism, Kurds and 
their political representatives are committed to the democratization of the country.
This was evident in all discussions that were held.

The new one-sided cease-fire by the PKK should be viewed as chance by the Turkish 
government and the governments in Europe. A first indispensible step is that the 
Turkish side also joins the cease-fire. The peaceful developments e.g. in Northern 
Ireland and South American countries have shown that in order to achieve positive 
steps, the logic of fighting opposing movements must also be overcome on an 
international level. A requirement for this is the inclusion of the PKK and Abdullah 
Öcalan in a dialog.

If people did not experience the situation on-site, the suffering of the Kurds is not 
easy to convey. We hope that our report was able to achieve this at least in part.
The majority of the Turkish as well as the Kurdish population has a great yearning for 
peace. Responsible politicians are called upon to act accordingly.

Despite the extreme repression and crimes by the Turkish state as well as state 
discrimination of the municipalities governed by the BDP, the cultural and political
assertiveness of a large part of the Kurdish population has developed over the last 
years to such an extent that the self-determined steps towards democratization and 
plausible communal policy can no longer be repressed. Assimilation and denial of 
reality do not constitute acceptable solutions.

Therefore important necessary steps include:

 The immediate cessation of war crimes by the Turkish military
 The clarification of all war crimes by an international committee
 The release of more than 1680 prisoners, including some elected politicians
 A mutual cease-fire
 Dialogue between all parties involved
 Amnesty regulations
 The legal processing of human rights violations
 The promotion of communal and civil society projects
 The will of international governments to distance themselves from the combat 

logic towards the PKK and understand their desire for peace as a positive 
chance for the peaceful and democratic development of Turkey.

Such a development would be an important step towards the long-term 
democratisation of the Middle East.
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ANNEX I 

War Crimes 

1st case:

According to the forensic report reddish dry skin like this can be caused by fire or 
chemical substances. If fire would have been the cause the hairs on the chest 
would have been burned as well.

According to the forensic report injuries like that can be caused by the overrun with 
heavy vehicles.
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5st case:

Due to another forensic „injuries“ like that can be caused by chemical substances. 
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ANNEX II

Documented letter to the embassy representative of the Federal Republic of 
Germany in Turkey

Dear Dr. Cuntz, dear Sir, dear Madam,

On 24.08.2010 members of a larger human rights delegation from Germany, including Mr. 
Martin Dolzer, research project member of the MdB Andrej Hunko and Mr. Michael Knapp, 
MdL NRW delegate, Bärbel Beuermann, were on the way from Semdinli, Hakkari province to 
Hakkari city. The delegation was accompanied, among others, by the former deputy mayor 
and current city council member Bülent Armut.

At a check-point shortly before Hakkari city, that is known for its continuous torture practices, 
Mr. Armut was arrested from the vehicle. We were told upon request that this was happening 
because of an arrest warrant from the Public Attorney’s Office in Hakkari. The reasons for the 
arrest are speculative since the arresting officers and the Public Attorney’s Office did not 
provide any information about this to lawyers or members of the delegation. The members of 
the human rights delegation have come to know Mr. Bülent Armut as sincere and helpful 
politician who is strongly committed to peace and human rights. He even conducted de-
escalating communication in tense conflict situations.

Dear Mr. Cuntz,

Mr. Bülent Armut has now been detained for much longer than 72 hours without having the 
opportunity to consult a lawyer. 

this procedure has so far been used only on the basis of the 2006 anti-terrorism law. In light of 
the arrest of approximately 1670 politicians, some of them acting mayors, we protest severely 
against this further act of random repression and  ask you urgently to intervene.  The 
democratisation of the country cannot benefit if elected local politicians from the BDP, most 
of them with international contacts, are gradually and evidently randomly arrested.  This 
can in no way contribute to settling the long—lasting conflict in the region.

As representatives of the BRD in Turkey, we ask you to request the Turkish government to 
inquire about Mr. Bülent Armut and his integrity as well as to discuss the randomness of the 
arrest – working towards his release.

On behalf of the undersigned

Ingrid Remmers, MdB

Other signatories: MdEP Jürgen Klute, MdL NRW Bärbel Beuermann
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