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The exchange of views will focus on the work of the UN Special Advisers with regard to the prevention 
of genocide and to the responsibility to protect, and how their work relates to some of the major crises 
taking place today. In a continuing effort to strengthen the UN's role in the area, in 2004 the then 
Secretary-General proposed creating a Special Adviser for the Prevention of Genocide who would be 
supported by the High Commissioner for Human Rights but who would report directly to the Security 
Council, making clear the link, which is often ignored until too late, between massive and systematic 
violations of human rights and threats to international peace and security. The post, now occupied by Dr 
Francis DENG, was subsequently upgraded to a full-time post in line with efforts to further strengthen 
the UN's genocide-prevention capacities. In 2008 the current Secretary-General appointed Dr Edward 
C. Luck as Special Adviser, his work to include the responsibility to protect, as set out by the General 
Assembly in paragraphs 138 and 139 of the 2005 World Summit Outcome document.  Mr. Luck’s 
primary role involves conceptual development and consensus building, to assist the General Assembly 
to continue consideration of this crucial issue. We will also hear from Mr György Tatar of the 
Foundation for the Budapest Centre for the International Prevention of Genocide and Mass Atrocities 
on the initiative of the Hungarian Presidency relating to genocide.

Speakers

1. Dr Francis Deng, UN Special Advisor for the Prevention of Genocide

2. Dr Edward C. Luck, UN Special Advisor on the Responsibility to Protect

3. Mr György Tatár, Chair of the Board of Trustees, Foundation for the Budapest Centre 
for the International Prevention of Genocide and Mass Atrocities

4. Representative of the European External Action Service (EEAS)

The exchange of views can be followed online:
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/homeCom.do?language=EN&body=DROI


