
INFORMATION NOTE

On the Foundation for the International Prevention of Genocide and 
Mass Atrocities

Based on a Feasibility Study prepared by the Hungarian Government in 2009, the Foundation 

for the International Prevention of Genocide and Mass Atrocities was registered in Budapest 

on 14 January 2011. The Foundation has been established by two Budapest based universities, 

the Central European University and the Károli Gáspár University of the Hungarian Reformed 

Church.

In the Deed of Foundation the Founders proclaim their commitment to the international 

protection of human rights, and the prevention of genocide and mass atrocities occurring in 

any area of the world. The Founders believe that the activities of the Foundation will 

contribute to the spread of a culture of conflict-prevention, the institutionalization of the  

Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide.

The work of the Foundation concentrates on bridging the gap between early warning and 

early action, setting up and applying an integrated warning-response support system, and 

generating political consensus for timely action at an international and regional level.

The Foundation also seeks to enforce and sustain international, regional and national 

prevention capacities and capabilities, improve existing risk assessment methodologies and 

scientific activities, and enhance the international dialogue and network of experts in the field 

of genocide prevention. 

The Foundation will focus on the implementation of two principal programmes: 

The Programme for Prevention Policy Planning; 

The Programme for Dialogue and Partnership.



Through the Programme for Prevention Policy Planning, the Foundation will feed in the 

decision-making mechanisms of the main players of the international community. It will

monitor volatile situations and prepare specific risk assessments across the world through the 

available open-source information and a special network of regional and local focal points. 

Liaising with the international community and elaborating practical policy options and 

recommendations for decision-making bodies and others involved, the Foundation will 

contribute to the ongoing efforts to generate timely actions. 

The Programme for Dialogue and Partnership will focus on enhancing the collaboration 

within the international network dedicated to prevention of genocide and mass atrocities. It 

will devote particular attention to developing cooperation between the Foundation and with 

Academia, International Organizations and other stakeholders able to prepare in depth studies 

on potential genocide cases, and further develop methodologies for specific early warning 

activities and policy recommendations. It will also provide support to developing capabilities 

and skills within the international community. 

Memorandums of Understanding are planned to be signed between the Foundation, on the one 

side, and the UN Office of the Special Advisor on Genocide Prevention, EU relevant 

institutions and Member States, regional and sub-regional organizations, governments playing 

prominent role in genocide prevention and NGOs, on the other side in order to fill the niches, 

ensure synergies and avoid duplications.  

As one of the first steps towards a more effective engagement of the European Union in the 

domain of the prevention of genocide and mass atrocities, the Foundation plans to set up a 

dedicated Task Force in the next months to review the relevant EU capabilities and prepare 

recommendations for improvement in the format of a Green Paper.

The Foundation will gradually be building up its capacities and enlarging its activities by 

giving priorities to the most threatened regions and establishing partnerships with the most 

concerned stakeholders. The first targeted region will be the region of Great Lakes in Africa. 

Consultations between the Foundation and the Regional Committee of the International 

Conference of the Great Lakes Region (ICGLR) for the Prevention and Punishment of the 

Crime of Genocide, War Crimes and Crimes against Humanity and All forms of 

Discrimination have been launched to sign a Memorandum of Understanding.



An International Centre will largely translate into practice the vision and objectives of the 

Foundation: “Budapest Centre for the International Prevention of Genocide and Mass 

Atrocities”. 

The Foundation plans to receive sufficient grants by the end of 2011 to be able to launch the 

activities of the Centre in January 2012 with a view to make it fully operational by January 

2013.


