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IGOR VINYAVSKIY 

Igor Vinyavskiy worked for the TVK-6 television station (Semipalatinsk), in regional 
newspapers, such as "Spectr", "Nashe Delo", "Irtysh Times." In 2000 he moved to 
"Irbis" – a television and radio- broadcasting company. Since March 2007, he has 
been the chief editor of the "Vzglyad" newspaper (Almaty).

Awards
In 2003 Igor Vinyavskiy was awarded the "Freedom" Award, founded by the 
"Democratic Choice of Kazakhstan" movement for his contribution to the 
development of democracy in Kazakhstan.

Recent events
1.02.2010. The Medeu District Court of Almaty seized copies of the “Vzglyad” 
newspaper. This was following a claim by Timur Kulibayev, son-in-law of President 
Nursultan Nazarbayev. These claims were in connection with the publishing of 
Mukhtar Ablyazov’s article which featured a story regarding the transfer of bribes by 
the Chinese corporation CNPC and corruption of the Deputy Chairman of the Board 
of the "Samruk-Kazyna" Fund, Timur Kulibayev (appointed 12 April 2011. After 
tragic events in Zhanaozen December 26, 2011, he tendered his resignation).
At the end of 2010 the Tax Committee presented the newspaper editor with an 
accusation of tax evasion for the amount of more than 37 million tenge ($ 251,000).
23.01.2012 Igor Vinyavskiy was arrested on suspicion of having committed an 
offence under Part 2 of Art. 170 of the Criminal Code of the Republic of Kazakhstan 
(calls for the violent overthrow or change of constitutional order or for a forcible 
violation of the unity of the Republic of Kazakhstan carried out through the media, 
punishable by fine or imprisonment from three to seven years). The leaflets with 
distribution for which I. Vinyavskiy was charged by the prosecutors, were found on 
April 23, 2010 .
15.03.2012. Igor Vinyavskiy, the editor-in-chief of the 'Vzglyad' opposition 
newspaper was released under amnesty . The release of the journalist coincided with 
the adoption of the resolution on Kazakhstan by the European Parliament and 
received positive feedback from the Freedom House organisation and the OSCE 
Representative on Freedom of the Media Dunja Mijatovic.

MURATBEK  KETEBAEV 

Muratbek Ketebaev is a graduate of Political Economy at the Faculty of Philosophy 
and Economics of the Kazakh State University in Almaty.

In the years 1979-1994, he has held various expert and management positions in the 
bodies of public administration of the Kazakh Soviet Socialist Republic and the 
Republic of Kazakhstan (Central Office of Economic Planning at the Provincial 



Executive Committee of the city of Almaty, the Fund of Cultural, Social and 
Scientific Development, Labour Fund of the Republic of Kazakhstan).

In 1997, he held the post of Deputy Minister of Economy of the Republic of 
Kazakhstan.

He has been engaged in the political activity since 2001. Since 2006, he has occupied 
the post of Deputy Chairman of the Political Council, and since 2007 - Deputy 
Chairman of the Coordination Committee of the People's Party 'Alga'.

He is the founder and the president of the 'Active Citizenship' Foundation. He is an 
activist of the 'National Front' coalition.

On behalf of the National Front, he has been one of the coordinators that monitored 
oil workers' strikes in Zhanaozen (since May, 2011). He has delivered speeches at 
numerous seminars and panel discussions devoted to the socio-political situation in 
Kazakhstan in the OSCE forum as well as in the European Parliament. 


