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We, as Members of the European Parliament, strongly condemn threats by the 
Kazakhstan authorities to arrest and imprison Ainur Kurmanov, Esenbek Ukteshbayev 
and other leaders of the Socialist Movement Kazakhstan. This threat is clearly an 
attempt to behead the growing opposition to the increasingly dictatorial Nazarbayev 
regime. 

We understand that the Movement’s lawyer was phoned by police on 14 September 
and told that these two and other leaders will be charged with “arbitrariness” or 
“despotism” – absurd allegations that can carry a custodial sentence of up to two 
years. It is likely that further ‘crimes’ will be added, once the case comes to court, and 
that up to twenty-five other people may also be accused of similar offences. 

These attacks arise due to the tremendous struggle organised by the Leave People’s 
Homes Alone (LPHA) campaign, which has defended people against evictions. It is 
now widely suspected that the regime will use these cases to remove key activists and 
to close down all genuine opposition organisations. We condemn this attempt to jail 
these opposition movement leaders and support the campaign for basic democratic 
rights in Kazakhstan. 

This threatened crackdown follows the visit, last July, by Paul Murphy MEP 
(Socialist Party, Ireland) who met with striking oil workers in Kazakhstan and human 
rights/ democratic rights activists. 

Both the European Union Permanent Council and the US delegation to the 
Organisation of Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) were compelled to 
protest over the imprisonment of oil workers’ lawyer, Natalia Sokolova, the 
continuing imprisonment of the human rights activist, Evgeniy Zhovtis, and the 
blocking of web sites in Kazakhstan. 

We condemn any attempt to stop the two opposition leaders, Ainur Kurmanov and 
Esenbek Ukteshbayev, travelling to Warsaw in October at the invitation of the OSCE 
to attend its annual ‘Human Rights Dimension’ conference. The two opposition 
leaders intend to highlight the Kazakhstan regime’s shameful record on worker’s and 
prisoners’ rights, as well as the continuing assault on democratic rights. 

We call for: 

 The immediate dropping of all charges against Mr Kurmanov, Mr 
Ukteshbayev and the other activists of the Socialist Movement Kazakhstan 

 No repressive measures against the Leave People’s Homes Alone campaign 
 No restrictions on the right of Kurmanov and Ukteshbayev to travel to attend 

the OSCE Human Rights Conference 
 The immediate registration of the Republican Workers’ Trade Union 

(Zhanartu) 



 The immediate release of Natalia Sokolova, the lawyer for the striking oil 
workers in Zhanaozen and Aktau. 

Yours sincerely, 

MURPHY Paul MEP 

KILL-NIELSEN Nicole MEP 

CHOUNTIS Nikolaos MEP 

DE BRÚN Bairbre MEP 

MEYER Willy MEP 

WILS Sabine MEP 

SCHOLZ Helmut MEP 
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