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Mini Profile: Al Walaja 

In 1948, some 1,600 people lived in the village of Al 
Walaja. All of them were displaced by the war and ended 
up in refugee camps, while others moved to Jordan and 
Lebanon. Some villagers owned agricultural land on the 
Jordanian side of the Green Line; about 100 of them set-
tled in this area, which became the new Al Walaja.   

Some 70% of the original 17,793 dunums (du)1 of village 
lands were lost in 1948. In the 1950s, the Israeli towns of 
Ora and Aminadav were established there. Following the 
1967 war, nearly half of the remaining land was annexed 
by Israel and placed within the Jerusalem Municipality. In 
the 1970s, 123 du were confiscated for the construction 
of the settlements of Gilo and Har Gilo. Half the village is 
located within the Jerusalem Municipality, the rest in the 
West Bank (Area C); no residents were given Jerusalem ID 
cards. 

BACKGROUND 
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KEY FACTS 

 Population: 2,040 (97% are registered refugees) 

 Area: 4,400 du — less than 30% of the original land 

 Unemployment at 40% 

 All residents hold West Bank IDs 

The original route of the Barrier would have split Al Walaja into 
two. The community won its petition to the Israeli High Court 
for the village remain intact. The new route, however, will en-
circle the village and threatens to cut off farmers from their ag-
ricultural land. Al Walaja will become a Palestinian enclave in-
side the Gush Etzion bloc, connected to Beit Jala and Bethlehem 
by an underground tunnel.  

After several years of inactivity, construction resumed in April 
2010. In April 2011, bulldozers uprooted or damaged more than 
200 almond, olive, apricot and grape trees — a loss of income 
affecting four Al Walaja families.  

Since residents can no longer work in Israel and Jerusalem, they 
have become increasingly dependent on agricultural produc-
tion. Israel’s Civil Administration maintains that agricultural 
gates will be operated for farmers to access their land on the 
other side of the Barrier; however, in other West Bank locations 
the agricultural gate system has severely limited access to land. 

THE BARRIER AND AGRICULTURAL ACCESS 

Source: OCHA 

This community of refugees is at risk of forced displace-
ment for a second time, due to pressure from: 

 Construction of the Barrier and associated restrictions 

 Loss of agricultural land 

 Denial of residency and housing rights 

 Poor infrastructure and limited services 

 Settlement expansion 

KEY CHALLENGES 

The only way out will be a tunnel. 



 In 2004, the International Court of Justice (ICJ) called on 
Israel to dismantle the Barrier, and provide reparations 
to those materially damaged by the construction.2 

 The Barrier and the agricultural gates constitute a viola-
tion of the residents’ right to liberty of movement.3 

 In cutting off access to agricultural lands, wells and 
means of subsistence, the Barrier violates the right to 
food and the right to an adequate standard of living.4 

 The Barrier and restrictions on access to farmland also 
violate the right not be arbitrarily deprived of property.5 

 The permit system fails to meet Israel’s obligation  under 
international law to govern in the interests of the occu-
pied population and while respecting the laws in force in 
the country.6 

 The Fourth Geneva Convention prohibits an occupying 
power from transferring parts of its civilian population 
into the territory it occupies; therefore, all Israeli settle-
ments in the West Bank are illegal, including those built 
on land in Al Walaja.7 

 It also prohibits any destruction by the occupying power 
of private property, except in cases of military necessity; 
demolitions in Al Walaja, where there are no ongoing 
military operations,  do not satisfy this factual test.8 

VIOLATIONS UNDER INTERNATIONAL LAW 

 
The European Commission’s Humanitarian 
Aid department funds relief operations for 
victims of natural disasters and conflicts 
outside the European Union. Aid is chan-
nelled impartially, straight to people in need, 
regardless of their race, ethnic group, relig-
ion, gender, age, nationality or political 
affiliation. 
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In 2004, private investors announced their intention to build a new settle-
ment, known as Givat Yael. According to plans leaked in 2009, the settle-
ment will expropriate 60% of the remaining Al Walaja lands to build some 
14,000 housing units for approximately 42,000 settlers. Construction 
would include built-up areas and dispossess the village of almost all of its 
agricultural land. Moreover, the settlement would further squeeze the 
village between settlement areas and cut it completely from any West 
Bank access, making it unsustainable for the inhabitants to stay in the 
village.  

The plan is at odds with the construction of the Barrier, and at this stage 
it seems that the settlement’s construction is gaining more support as it 
would lead to the final connection between Jerusalem and Gush Etzion. 

CASE STUDY: GIVAT YAEL SETTLEMENT 

 In 2004, 80 men were arrested for being illegally resi-
dent, in their own homes — which happened to be in 
the part of Al Walaja that was unilaterally annexed to 
the Jerusalem Municipality in 1967 

 Although 50% of Al Walaja is located within the Jerusa-
lem boundary, none of the villagers in this area were 
granted residency rights 

 The Jerusalem Municipality has refused to “zone” the 
village, making it is impossible for inhabitants of the Je-
rusalem side of the village to build legally 

 Between 1985 and 2006, 45 houses were demolished in 
both sides of Al Walaja; more than 100 people were ren-
dered homeless as a result 

 More than 50 more have demolition orders pending 

 In 2006, residents appealed against home demolitions 
on the grounds that they have no possibility to build le-
gally; an Israeli court suspended the demolition orders 

 The village submitted a master plan for zoning in 2008; it 
was rejected in 2009, opening the door for the resump-
tion of demolitions 

 In 1989 and again in 2003, residents of the Jerusalem 
side of the village lost appeals to Israeli authorities to be 
included in the West Bank  

 The negative responses underscore that the Israeli gov-
ernment considers this area as part of Jerusalem, de-
spite the fact that it provides no municipal services there 

RESIDENCY AND HOUSING POLICIES 

Al Walaja residents will be left with  
just 10% of their original land 

UNRWA provides assistance and protection for Palestine 
refugees, including education, livelihood support, microfi-
nance, social safety net, monitoring/reporting of incidents, 
and intervention with authorities and other stakeholders. 

UNRWA RESPONSE 

Footnotes 
1 1 dunum = 1,000 m2 

2 “The Legal Consequences of the Construction of a Wall in the Occupied Palestinian Territory.”  

3International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, Art. 12(1) (hereinafter “ICCPR”).  
4 International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR). See Report by the 
Special Rapporteur of the United Nations Commission on Human Rights, Jean Ziegler, “The 
Right to Food,” Addendum, Mission to the Occupied Palestinian Territories, E/CN.4/2004/10/
Add.2, 31 October 2003, para. 49. 
5 Universal Declaration of Human Rights, Art. 17, Hague Regulations of 1907, Art. 46.  
6 Hague Regulations of 1907, Art. 43. 
7 Art. 49 (6). 
8 Fourth Geneva Convention (1949), Art.53. 
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