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I. Introduction

Bangladesh was due to hold general elections in January 2007, with the deployment 
of an EU Election Observation Mission. However, the caretaker administration that 
initially took over for the 3-months in the run up to the elections was perceived by 
many as overtly biased in favour of the outgoing BNP (Bangladeshi National Party) -
leading to heavy riots and, eventually, to the resignation en masse of the caretaker 
government with the proclamation of emergency rule. A new caretaker government,
under Chief Advisor Fakhruddin Ahmed, composed mainly of career civil servants,
was sworn in, with the backing of the military. 

While the proclaimed goal of this government is to organise free, fair and credible 
elections, the self-imposed deadline for the return to elected civilian rule currently is 
set for December 2008. This extended deadline, which goes well above the usual 90 
days which are foreseen by the Constitution as the mandate of an interim 
administration, has raised some concern - notably in the European Parliament which, 
on 6/9/2007 "urged the government to reconsider its present roadmap for elections 
and to speed up its preparations". The EP also "demanded that an end be put to the 
creeping militarisation of the country" and called the Commission "to make 
representations concerning the continuance of the state of emergency". 

In this context, the Bureau of the Delegation for relations with South Asia judged it 
appropriate to visit the country, in order to assess the situation on the ground. It 
should be noted that the Delegation landed in Dhaka literally hours after cyclone 
SIDR had devastated Bangladesh – allowing MEPs to see how the country coped with 
the 3rd natural calamity in less than 10 months, which claimed up to 10,000 lives, 
affected directly 3,1 million people and destroyed or damaged about 950.000 homes. 
Members were also able to witness the rapid reaction of the EU and of the ECHO 
teams that were immediately dispatched on the ground.

II. Meetings with the authorities

Meeting with Chief Advisor Dr Fakhruddin Ahmed

The meeting with Dr Fakhruddin Ahmed, Chief Advisor (Prime Minister) of the 
Caretaker Government, was held one day after the cyclone hit Bangladesh, and while 
damage assessment was still ongoing. While the CA did hint that the increased 
frequency of natural disasters such as floods and cyclones was probably linked to 
climate change and the rising sea level (with poorer countries like Bangladesh not 
being at the cause of it, while suffering directly from the consequences) the theme did 
not monopolise the discussion at all.

Thus, switching almost immediately to the electoral process, the CA gave assurances
that the primary goal aim of his government was to organise free, fair and credible 
elections by the end of 2008 at the latest and, "if election commission manages to 
complete voter’s registration before, then perhaps earlier". 
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  Robert Evans with Chief Advisor Fakhruddin Ahmed

Indeed, from a technical point of view, the 
CA stressed that the Voters List 
preparation is progressing satisfactorily –
and this reflects a strong demand of the 
civil society and of the political parties. 
Roughly 90 million voters are being issued 
with new identity cards – despite the 
difficultly of the «seasonality effect» 
which affects Bangladesh: during the 3 
months of the monsoon, a large part of the 
country is not easily accessible. This will 
allow not only these elections, but also 
future ones, to be held in greater 
conditions of credibility. The Electoral 
Commission is also establishing rules on 
party financing, and in particular on 
financial transparency. These new 
regulations will inevitably mean that 
political parties will have to undergo 
internal reforms.

Dr Fakhruddin Ahmed assured the delegation that political parties, are a "fundamental
constituent" of the democratic process. Referring to the arrest of former PMs Sheika 
Hassina (Awami League) and Khaleda Zia (BNP) on corruption charges he insisted 
that "they will be tried in courts and according to the laws of the land, which will 
prevail". Two main principles apply in this respect: nobody is above the Law, and 
everybody is allowed a fair trial, by an independent judiciary. It is therefore for the 
courts to decide if they should be sentenced or set free: "this government does not 
have a martial way of proceeding". Even if initially convicted, appeals will be 
possible - first to the High Court, and then to the Supreme Court. Will, therefore,
elections take place while these key cases are still be sub judice? "I do not know".

However, the CA added that MEPs should take into account that "there is a genuine 
general demand for reform – within the political parties, but also within our very 
vibrant civil society, press included”. Thus, "in a nutshell, the country will move 
forward in 2008, with reformed political parties and revamped institutions". As far as 
emergency rule is concerned, he underlined that "nobody has ever said that this 
Government is unconstitutional". Restrictions on political activities will be lifted 
"when the time comes... this is on our mind". Emergency, he finally pleaded, "is 
applied with a light touch: political gatherings are allowed, and the press is free".

Exchange of views  with the Advisor on Foreign Affairs, Dr Ifetkhar Chowdhury

As to the Cyclone SIDR, Dr Ifetkhar Chowdhury stressed that the general assessment 
was that "operations were well managed". "Some loss of life» is to be deplored, but 
«nothing compared to what could have happened if it weren’t for the preparedness of 
the Government", which evacuated swiftly the most dangerous areas. All independent 
observers met by the Delegation confirmed that the Government deserves due credit 
for successfully organising the massive evacuation of the population living in low-
lying coastal areas to emergency shelters. 
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This operation of a gigantic scale (at 
least 2 million persons) would 
probably be extremely difficult to 
undertake even in a country of the so-
called developed world, and allowed 
for the death toll not to reach biblical 
proportions: 10.000 casualties 
approximately, a figure that should be 
seen in comparison with the 0,5 
million deaths caused by the Boola 
cyclone in 1970. The main problem, 
according to the MFA, at this stage, 
was ensuring that foodstuffs, water and 
medicine do reach the affected 
populations (effectively IDPs). 
However, he also repeated that while 
welcoming aid, Bangladesh would not 

issue a formal request for international 
assistance as "there are enough 
resources".

  24hrs after SIDR : reconstruction operations

On emergency rule, the MFA was keen to explain the "huge differences" between 
what the state of emergency entails in Pakistan and Bangladesh respectively. 
Bangladesh, he argued, has historically been a liberal society, that did away with 
feudalism quickly, and has managed to keep Islamic radicalisation marginalised – as 
witnessed by women empowerment. Painting, perhaps, a too optimistic picture, the 
Advisor insisted that the last 10 months have been "an oasis of calm (....) with not a 
single shot being fired"; furthermore, and despite the emergency, the media remain 
"fiercely free".

To sum-up, the main goal remains to organise free, fair and credible elections, while 
ensuring that the Administration is depoliticised. This Government "does not have a 
collective after-life": elections will be held before end 2008, as "this date is accepted 
by the public perception" - and the country is also sensitive to the international 
community.

Electoral matters: discussion with Dr Huda, Chief Electoral Commissioner

In order to have elections by the end of 2008, Dr Shamsul Huda stressed, the «cut-
off» date for voters' registration had been set at October 2008. However, it is now 
likely that the process will be over by July 2008. This progress has been partly due to 
the assistance of the Army, which has helped the Electoral Commission with 
sophisticated IT equipment – as the civil administration is, notoriously, ill equipped. 
Drawing completely new voters lists is an absolute necessity due to the abysmal (if 
any) work done on the  matter under the former BNP government: as the NDI had 
reported, the old list featured "as many as 18% of bogus voters", something which 
effectively meant that no free and fair elections could technically be held in early 
2007.
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The new lists will feature photographs, 
for the first time in Bangladesh, as, 
nation-wide, new biometric IDs cards are
being issued in order to prevent fraud. 
The Delegation subsequently made an 
unannounced visit to the Tongi electoral 
registration centre, and found the process 
to be going on as described for both men 
and women – with the (unarmed) military 
largely limiting their role to giving 

technical assistance. Dr Huda did not deny that Cyclone SIDR would also have an 
impact on electoral registration and enrollement: the Commission is currently working 
on 79 districts in the entire country, out of which 16, which are lying in the coastal 
areas, have been hit. He did minimise, however, the consequences, expressing the 
view that, in these districts, registration would be delayed by less than 2 weeks, 
something which, overall, "will bear no impact on our programme". 

The Chief Electoral Commissioner also acknowledged that often, in rural areas and in 
the Chittagong Hills Tracts, in the not-so-distant past, minorities did not dare coming 
for registration. This is being addressed, and, as to the refugees in camps, "except for 
those who, in writing, express their choice for Pakistani citizenship, all of them 
should have the possibility of being granted Bangladeshi citizenship and voting 
rights" - and this is the recommendation the Electoral Commission is going to make.

Other issues which were discussed included political parties registration (165 parties 
exist, out of which about 20 stand some chance of parliamentary representation: this 
means that "rules against dummy parties could be introduced"), the non eligibility of 
candidates who would face prior convictions on charges of corruption, the need for a 
public awareness strategy in the run up to the vote, and the role of the media. Last but 
not least, on emergency, Dr Huda was very clear: "you cannot have free and fair 
elections under emergency rule". Interestingly, and referring to the fact that local 
elections are to precede national elections in some districts –including Dhaka-, he 
hinted that "emergency can be lifted locally", something which would happen at least 
6 weeks before local elections. It is difficult to conceive, therefore, that at least in 
these cases, emergency would be re-introduced after local elections and in the run-up 
to general elections.

Anti-Corruption Drive: meeting with Lt. Gen. Masud Chowdhury

M. Masud Chowdhury, Head of the Anti-Corruption Commission, reminded that 
Transparency International had ranked Bangladesh as the most corrupt country in the 
world for 5 years consecutively – at a cost of 2 points of GDP growth per year. 
International cooperation is needed in helping repatriating funds that were 
misappropriated: "we are a poor country, and not a single dollar has come back (...) 
Remember it took 16 years for some of the funds embezzled by [former dictator] 
Marcos to return to the Philippines". In this context, "we are trying to make an 
impact" even though, in such cases, the question is "where to start".
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The strategy chosen by the ACC has been to go for high-profile cases, with the 
indictment of "200 big fishes, including the 2 former Prime-Ministers, former 
Ministers and others (...) whose property, prima facie, is not compatible with their 
sources of income". While matters "have improved dramatically since the imposition 
of emergency rule", M. Chowdhury insisted on "due process", stressing that "we are 
going by the rules".

75% of cases end up with a firm conviction by courts: those guilty of 
misappropriation of funds and/or abuse or power see their property seized and face a 
conviction of up to 10 years. Interestingly, the gravest problem faced was not one of 
bribery per se, but rather of "abuse of position by [key] politicians...and their 
entourage". The systemic effect is that, unfortunately, people lose their trust in 
democracy: "[you have to understand] that our experience with democracy and 
politicians has been very poor...especially during the past 15 years". 

Discussion with General Mooen, Chief of Army Staff

In his opening remarks, the General stressed that the Cyclone was the third natural 
disaster to hit the country in one year, after 2 major floods. Apart from the loss of 
lives, one should bear in mind that one crop is already completely gone, and the other 
endangered by 75 to 90%. The Military, he underlined, "has been tackling such 
disasters for years – we have the experience", and helped dramatically during the 
evacuation operations, on the basis of the instructions of the government. The 
international community support in this difficult time is welcome, even though "the
Government has not issued an international call for assistance yet".

Switching to more political matters, the General argued that "the episode of 11/1", i.e. 
emergency rule, was necessary as "the country was literally breaking up" and the 
army had to intervene even though "we did not want to be involved". Were there any 
prospects of direct martial law? "Yes – but not with me as an Army chief", although 
"both the international community and the country were ready for that". The first 
caretaker government failed to be accepted by the people, and was perceived as a 
politically biased administration in disguise. He reiterated that he had no wish, nor 
intention, to be the President of Bangladesh

While Elections should be free, fair and credible, for the General, this was clearly 
impossible before. The Army wishes to maintain a low profile, even though "if the 
Government gives us a call to provide security, we will". Currently, the bulk of the
military is confined to barracks or helping with relief operations in the disaster-
affected areas. Nevertheless, the army is helping with voters registration, as "all our 
officers are computer-literate.... we have the necessary experience1. (...) Without our 
practical assistance, elections will never take place in 2008". 

Furthermore, General Mooen underlined repeatedly that "we need your support in 
bringing democracy back to the country", not afraid to ask Delegation Members 
whether, after their visit, they had the feeling that the 2008 deadline would be met. 

                                               
1 alluding to the participation of the Bangladeshi Army in UN peacekeeping operations and voters 
registration in Sierra Leone
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The Bangladeshi Army, he stressed, "is not the Pakistani Army": for running the 
country "the military is not the answer, this is not our job" and "politicians have to 
start taking their responsibilities”.

Asked about the allegations of torture, notably against the Rapid Action Battalion 
(often criticised by Amnesty International), the General dismissed them: "I can assure 
you that they are not true", and preferred to focus on the anti-corruption policy of the 
current administration. He explained that "I will be the happiest person if [former 
PM] Sheika Hassina is not convicted and walks out free", but also feared the 
possibility of a long trial, as, "if you go by the Constitution, there will be no end to it". 
At any rate, "[the army] has no right to intervene in this process and will not 
intervene".

III. Meetings with civil society

A lively roundtable meeting took place with most of the important players of civil 
society in Bangladesh; in general, the view was that the there is definitely room for 
improvement on human rights issues, and, most notably, on the follow-up and 
implementation of the relevant international conventions Bangladesh subscribes to.
As a key participant put it, "the country has signed a great deal of conventions it 
conveniently violates". More specifically:

 Torture: torture centres "do exist", and at least verbal or psychological abuse 
is routinely applied to those arrested. The fact that Dhaka has issued a 
reservation on Art. 14 (Right to compensation) on the UN Convention against 
Torture is, in itself, telling. The sense of relief that prevailed when the current 
Government took over is quickly fading, as no specific action has been taken. 
A specific problem is that, although prohibited according to the Constitution, 
torture is not criminalized in the sense that there is no up-to-date torture-
specific law – while the Bangladeshi security forces have "a history of 
impunity".

 Arbitrary detentions: "even now, people go missing". It is true that the 
situation is not comparable to what happened in Latin America in the 1970s: 
the missing do reappear, usually after 4 to 10 weeks. Such extra-judicial 
practices, however, are to the severe detriment of their fundamental rights.

 Lack of a Freedom of information Act: needed in order to complement the 
existing guarantees, which are already enshrined in the Constitution, "by 
making the Government accountable in cases of breaches (...) Even Pakistan 
has such an instrument".

 Jails: systematically overcrowded. No real respect for Human Rights, and few 
real means of legal redress.

 Emergency rule: there was some disagreement within the NGOs as to whether 
the state of emergency has actually meant the blanket suspension of all 
fundamental rights or not. The prevailing opinion within the participants 
seemed to be that, legally speaking, only few fundamental rights had been 
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suspended and that, even then, the High Court can protect citizens if judges 
rule that the state of emergency rules have been misused.

 Situation in Chittagong Hills Tracts: arrests of Human Rights activists are 
reported and the independence of the judiciary, locally, is far from guaranteed. 
The main reason is that the 1997 Peace Accord, negotiated by the Awami 
League government, was never fully implemented by the subsequent BNP 
administration. Many shadows exist on the voters registration process.

 Political parties / Anti-Corruption Drive: both the BNP and the Awami 
League have failed to acknowledge their real failures and are still reluctant to 
proceed with any internal reforms. Of the two, the BNP, which ran the country 
until most recently, has objectively, the greatest responsibility for the current 
state of affairs. In the words of a participant, "had it used its power to practice 
genuine democracy, we would not still be discussing today in terms of 
charismatic leaders". Most expect both former PMs to be convicted ("minus 2 
formula") either directly, on corruption charges, either, indirectly, on technical 
counts -as tax evading. Harsh words were heard on the way the Bangladeshi 
Parliament performed its tasks during the last mandate: with one sixth of its 
former MPs in jail or under house arrest on corruption charges, it "failed on all 
counts" as an institution where serious debate could genuinely be held and 
where, if needed, the government could be contradicted .

 Camps of Urdu-speakers: 16 camps, 160,000 persons, 80% of whom where 
born after the independence of the country. So far, these people have been 
denied citizenship and voting rights – often under pressure from the military. 

 Secularism: Hindu NGOs reminded that with the VIIth amendment, 
secularism was crossed out of the Constitution. The consequence has been that 
minorities have been chronically under-represented in the policy making 
process, to the extent that some speak of a strategy of "systematic denial", 
forcing many to "silent migration" to India.  

*

*          *



EPADES\DSAS\CR\705749EN.doc - 9 - PE 401.193

IV. Conclusions

The Bureau of the Delegation arrived at the following conclusions:

 The aim of holding elections before the end of 2008 was shared by all 
interlocutors met. There is still reasonable hope that these could be held by the 
autumn (no postponement due to the cyclone).

 The Caretaker Government seems genuinely aware that it enjoys credibility, at 
both national and international levels, as long as it sticks to this deadline. Any 
extension would be extremely difficult to explain - again, both nationally and 
internationally.

 It is nevertheless unclear, how functional return to civilian rule can be 
achieved if, within early 2008, reformed political parties fail to resume their 
activities. In this respect:

o The Delegation welcomes the commitment of the Caretaker 
Government that the trials of both former Prime Ministers Khaleda Zia 
and Sheika Hassina will be conducted according to the rule of law. The 
Delegation wishes to stress that it does appreciate the efforts currently 
undertaken to combat corruption and acknowledges that this priority 
had been seriously neglected by previous Governments. It nevertheless 
stresses that the risk of having key cases still sub judice in the run-up 
to the elections will not help the re-organisation of either BNP either 
Awami League.

o Even though the emergency rule seemed indeed to be applied "with a 
light touch", the Delegation feels it should be lifted as soon as possible 
- and certainly not a mere 6 weeks before the elections.

 From what it saw, heard, and witnessed during its stay, the Delegation fears 
that the words "creeping militarisation", as used in the EP Urgency Resolution 
on Bangladesh of 6/9/2007, may have been somewhat exaggerated and not 
entirely appropriate to describe the situation.

 Nonetheless, the Delegation cannot ignore the voices pointing to a pattern of 
human-rights abuses - even though there are little analogies to other countries 
in South Asia. It is true that the Caretaker Government has, largely, inherited a 
problematic situation. Resolute progress is nevertheless needed on other fronts 
except corruption; in this respect, the Delegation would be interested in 
hearing what steps the Caretaker government could take, such as the creation 
of a National Human Rights Commission2.

                                               
2 Upon return to Brussels, the Delegation was informed by the Mission of Bangladesh to the EU that 
the NHRC would be constituted within "a matter of days", as all legislative / regulatory obstacles had 
been overcome.



EPADES\DSAS\CR\705749EN.doc - 10 - PE 401.193

Annex - EP Press Release ("splash" webpage www.europarl.europa.eu , 22 Nov)

Bangladesh: MEP sees EU humanitarian aid reach cyclone victims
Humanitarian aid - 22-11-2007 - 10:11

Rebuilding after Cyclone Sidr 

When cyclone Sidr crashed into Bangladesh it took the lives of over 3,500 people and left 
two million people destitute. With winds of 220 km/h and tidal surges of up to 5 metres it 
swept away 450,000 homes. Bangladesh is one of the poorest countries in the world and 
aid has been pouring into the country after the disaster. UK MEP Robert Evans, chair of the 
EP delegation for South Asia, has been in Bangladesh as part of a long planned visit. We 
spoke to him by phone about what he has observed.

Mr. Evans, what have you seen so far in terms of destruction and aid delivery?

We have been visiting the Southern part of Bangladesh which has been hardest hit. We have seen 
wholesale destruction, lots of homes that have been completely destroyed, in some villages up to 
80 percent of them. The wind and the tidal wave, a small Tsunami if you like, swept away these 
houses mostly made of corrugated iron. Despite the official warning many people have been taken 
by surprise.

On the other side we have also seen the military and many charities actually getting aid to the 
people. It seems to be filtering through although of course more would be required.

Also a huge number of people have lost their live stocks and livelihoods. From the helicopter we’ve 
seen whole fields of rice that have been flattened. Which means that they lose two harvests: the 
current one and the next one because they don’t have seeds.

So the problems will not be for a few weeks but for months on the food front. Also, as it gets colder 
they will need more clothing and fresh water of course. So there are ongoing issues for 
Bangladesh for the next months, perhaps years.

In December the Presidents of the three EU institutions will jointly sign the "European 
Consensus on Humanitarian Aid". What do you make of the EU's disaster aid in this case 
and more generally?

I think the EU is one of the fastest and in some ways most sensible actors, in the way we provide 
our aid in circumstance as cyclone hit Bangladesh.

What is a continual problem from my experience – whether we look at Bangladesh now or 
Pakistan after the earthquake or in the Tsunami area – is the logistics on the ground for actually 
distributing the aid. The management in disaster areas often seems not to function properly. The 
Bangladeshi army are working very well, but I think some logistical aid perhaps from EU countries 
with experience could help.
   
Southern Asia is affected by natural disasters regularly like few other world regions. Based 
on your experience after the 2004 Tsunami and now, do you think the EU could make a 
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greater contribution so that countries like Bangladesh are better prepared for and to some 
extent can mitigate natural disasters?

Yes, I think the EU could do more. We could not have prevented the cyclone but Bangladesh also 
gets flooded regularly because much of the land is low lying. In the EU, particularly in the 
Netherlands, we have great experience in protecting land and buildings from flooding. I am not 
sure we are doing enough in offering expertise and skill to the people of Bangladesh. There is a 
real opportunity to assist them to stop the flooding from affecting them the way it has done and 
then lessening the need of the international community to continually be coming to their support. 
For many people in Bangladesh, this cyclone is the third time they have been hit in the space of 12 
months!

NGO's distribute EU aid

A day after the cyclone (the Asian equivalent of a hurricane) hit Southern Bangladesh, the EU’s 
Humanitarian Aid office (ECHO) made available € 1.5 million funding for emergency relief efforts 
and another € 5 million this week. The emergency aid financed by the EU is carried out by non-
governmental organisations such as Action Aid, Oxfam and Islamic Relief.

Bangladesh is one of the world's most densely populated countries, and almost half of the 
population live on less than one dollar a day. Since October last year the country is being run by a 
caretaker government and elections have been put on hold, but are now planned for sometime 
next year.

MEP Robert Evans, together with MEP Jaromír Kohlíček (GUE/NGL) and Ms Mariela Velichkova 
Baeva (ALDE), was in the country on a long time scheduled visit to examine the political situation 
in relation to the elections.

"European consensus on humanitarian aid"

During its last plenary session the European Parliament adopted the report drafted by Thierry 
Cornillet (ALDE) on a "European consensus on humanitarian aid" which outlines principles, values 
and coordination mechanisms of the EU’s and the Member States emergency relief.

The Council endorsed a document setting out this “Consensus” on Monday (19 November) and 
the EP plenary is expected to do likewise during next week’s session. The Consensus document 
will then be signed by the Portuguese President for the Council, Parliament President Pöttering 
and Commission President Barroso on 18 December in Brussels.

REF.: 20071122STO13449

Further information : Post Tsunami reconstruction - triumph or tragedy?
Resolution (14 November 2007): The European Union and humanitarian aid 
EU consensus on humanitarian aid
EP Southern Asia Delegation
EU Humanitarian Aid Office (ECHO):
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DELEGATION FOR RELATIONS WITH SOUTH ASIA

Working group visit to Bangladesh

16-22 November 2007

List of participants (4)
(07/11/2007)

Members
(3)

Group Country

Mr Robert EVANS, Chairman
 Committee on Transport and Tourism 

PSE United Kingdom

Mr Jaromír KOHLÍČEK, 2nd Vice-Chairman
 Committee on Transport and Tourism 

GUE/NGL Czech Republic

Ms Mariela Velichkova BAEVA
 Committee on Economic and Monetary Affairs

ALDE Bulgaria

PSE Group of the Party of European Socialists
ALDE Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
GUE/NGL Confederal Group of the European United Left - Nordic Green Left 

General Secretariat of the European Parliament, DG External Policies (1)

Philippe KAMARIS Administrator
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DELEGATION FOR RELATIONS WITH THE COUNTRIES OF SOUTH ASIA

Bureau visit to Bangladesh
(Dhaka)

16-22 November 2007

FINAL PROGRAMME 

Friday 16 November 

morning Departure of participants from Europe 

Saturday 17 November Dhaka

01:55 Arrival of EP Delegation (flight BA145) 
VIP Arrival / received by EC DEL 
Ms Françoise Collet Chargé d'affaires a. i., M. Charles Whiteley

proceed to Pan Pacific Sonargaon Hotel
107 , Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenue 
Dhaka,                                                       Tel: +880 2 811 1005

10:30 Meeting with Chief Advisor Dr Fakhruddin
Chief Advisor's office, Old Shangsadbhaban, Tejgaon

12:30 Working lunch with EU Heads of Mission, hosted by EC DEL 
Flambe Restaurant, House G. Road 50, Gulshan 2

15:00 Roundtable with civil society / NGOs           [see separate detailed list]
Spectra Convention Centre, House 19, Road 7, Gulshan1

19:00 Meeting with the Foreign Affairs Advisor, Dr Ifetkhar Chowdhury
Padma State Guesthouse

Sunday 18 November Dhaka

10:30 Meeting with the Chief Election Commissioner, Dr Shamsul Huda
Election Commission, Planning Commission Compound,

             Block 5 & 6, Sher-e-Bangla, Nagar
12:00 Courtesy Call on Mr Siddiqui, Deputy Speaker of the Parliament

Tour of the Parliament
Jatiya Sangsad

14:30 Meeting with the Anti-Corruption Chair, Lt Gen Masud Chowdhury
             ACC Headquarters, 1 Segun Bagicha, Dhaka 1000

16:30 Meeting with Dr. Iftekhar Zaman, Transparency International
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19:00 Reception hosted by the EC Head of Delegation, Mr Stefan Frowein
House 13B, Road 54, Gulshan 2

Monday 19 November Dhaka 

10:50 Meeting with General Moeen
Chief of Staffs HQ

12:30 Field visit to Gazipur and Pubail
EU Primary Education Development Programme II 
NGO project visit / BRAC- Pubail vicinity

13:50 Tour of Old Dhaka : Sadarghat, Badam Tole, Ahsan Manzil
14:30 Visit of the Kaliganj Dockyards
16:00 Meeting with Dr June Rollinson, Director, British Council

17:30 Visit of the Tongi electoral registration centre 

Tuesday 20 November Southern Bangladesh / Dhaka

09:30 – 17:00 Helicopter field-visit of the cyclone affected areas organised by the 
Bangladeshi Armed Forces
(EC DEL + Chair only)

18:00 - 19:30 Visit of the Shankaria Bazar, Old Dhaka

Wednesday 21 November Dhaka vicinity

10:00 - 12:00 Coordination meeting with EC DEL

16:00 - 18:00 Coordination meeting with EC / BD Foreign Ministry

Thursday 22 November Dhaka

09:30 – 13:00 Visit of the Concorde Garments Factory
(EC DEL + EP Secretariat)

16:00- 18:00 Final debriefing with EC DEL 
(Press cuttings, régie)


