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I. Introduction

The Delegation, led by M. Robert Evans (PSE, UK) defined Nepal as a priority during this 
semester and visited the country, from 25 to 30 October 2008, in order to hold the first 
Interparliamentary meeting with the newly elected Members of the Constitutional Assembly. 
The CA is entrusted with drafting the final Constitution for the country within a 2 ½ years 
mandate, based on the principles of a federal and democratic state, as agreed by all main 
political actors after the proclamation of the Republic and the abolition of the Monarchy. The 
EP had previously sent parliamentary missions to Nepal in July 2006 (fact-finding mission, 
immediately after Nepal’s return to democratic rule), March 2007 (mission of the then D-
SAARC delegation, in the run-up to the June 2007 elections, which were eventually postponed), 
and a delegation to observe the CA elections which finally took place on 10 April 2008.

Apart from the meetings with newly elected CA MPs and, for the first time at this level, the 
main Maoist political players -such as PM Prachanda- the mission also allowed Members to 
focus on a number of other issues (dealt with in parts III, IV, V of this report):

 At an administrative level, a meeting with the Secretary General of the Nepali 
Parliament allowed to give a fresh impetus and to build on earlier proposals of the EP on 
mutual cooperation and capacity-building, exploring more concrete ways to assist Nepal 
through the EP's Office for the Promotion of Parliamentary Democracy.

 The situation in Tibet was discussed with representatives of the Office of Tibet in 
Kathmandu, who informed the Delegation about the talks to take place in Daramsala 
under the auspices of the Dalai Lama; this meeting took place in the immediate run-up to 
the official address of the Dalai Lama in Plenary.

 Petition No 0983/2007, which the Committee on Petitions had submitted to the 
Delegation, on the resumption of international adoptions in Nepal was raised with all 
relevant authorities and a roundtable was organised with NGOs who are active in this 
field; the Delegation subsequently visited a child care centre in Kathmandu.

 The fate of the more than 100 000 refugees from Bhutan who live in camps in Eastern 
Nepal since 1991, was also one of the priorities of the Delegation, which visited the 
Goldhap refugee camp in Eastern Nepal and met with representatives of the refugees.

The EP Delegation is grateful to the European Commission Delegation in Kathmandu for the
support it constantly provided (despite being severely short-staffed), enabling to devise a very 
thorough programme of activities, in and out of Kathmandu. The EP Delegation hopes, 
therefore, that on its next mission to the region, the European Commission Delegation will have 
at last acquired the status of a fully-fledged Delegation, given the development and assistance 
needs of Nepal (while noting that the point that the Delegation nominally answers to the EC 
Delegation in New Delhi was raised by the Nepali Foreign Ministry). 

During the course of its visit, the 5-strong working 
group met, among others, with the following:

 President Ram Baran Yadav, 

 Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal 
(Prachanda)

 Constitutional Assembly Speaker Subash 
Chandra Nemwang,
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 Foreign Minister Upendra Yadav,
 Minister for Defence Ram Bahadur Thapa,
 Mr. Ian Martin, Special Representative of 

the UN Secretary General and Head of the 
United Nations Mission in Nepal (UNMIN),

 Representatives of the media and the civil 
society

 Representatives of the refugees from 
Bhutan, both in Kathmandu and in the 
framework of a field-visit to the Timai 
UNHCR refugee camp in south Nepal.

II. The talks: Nepal 

i. immediate political background

At his first sitting in May 2008, the Constitutional Assembly confirmed the end of the monarchy 
and gave birth to the Federal Democratic Republic of Nepal. Their second task was to elect the 
first President of the new republic. Much to the dismay of the CPN-M (Maoists), their candidate 
failed to be elected to the largely ceremonial post, with the election, instead, of Nepali Congress 
party candidate Ram Baran Yadav, an ethnic Madeshi from the troubled Terai region of 
southern Nepal. 

After some political manoeuvring, the disappointed Maoists accepted, nonetheless, to form the 
government and the line-up of a Maoist-led Government was finally completed under the 
leadership of Pushpa Kamal Dahal, formerly known as Chairman Prachanda, with the support of 
the Communist Party of Nepal (Unified Marxist-Leninist) and the Madhesi People's Rights 
Forum. Main portfolios are held by the Maoists (Finance, Information, Justice, Peace and 
Reconstruction, Defence) while the MPRF is in charge of the Foreign affairs, Agriculture and 
Education and the CPN-Unified Marxist Leninist controls the ministries of Home affairs, Water 
resources and Local development.

By mid September the new government its first budget seeking to start on "delivering to the 
people": a series of allowances for the poorest was announced, as well as four extra years of free 
education for some poor children and the cancellation of many loans taken out by the poorest. 
Financial compensations were also announced for the families of the lost and missing during the 
10-year civil war. 

ii. Meetings with the Government

Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal 
Dahal (Prachanda) indicated that 
the transformation of Nepal in a 
Federal Republic would have "far 
reaching consequences" and that the 
draft of a new constitution would be 
ready "within 2 years". He was 
further keen to stress the need to 
provide for an "atmosphere leading 
to sustainable peace" and the efforts 
his governments would deploy in 
favour of economic development. 
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Nepal, he added, had a huge potential, mainly in the hydro-electrical sector. Attempts at 
economic development had been overlooked by previous governments due to a "lack of political 
will" which meant that the "feudal character of the country" had been left untouched. "We are in 
favour of a dynamic approach", something that will mean "the empowerment of marginalised 
groups": “socio-economic transformation is our priority”.

The Maoist PM explained that he drew inspiration directly from Lenin’s Novaya 
Ekonomicheskaya Politika; if Lenin was alive today, not only “there would be competition in 
the economic sector” but “he would have introduced political competition as well”. The 
Maoists, the PM stressed, “believe in multiparty competition”, in the context of a globalised 
economy: “we are neither totalitarian nor dogmatic...and understand the dynamics of change”.

The PM further acknowledged the efforts made by the EU in sustaining the peace process in his 
country, welcoming the EU’s “constructive and very valuable role”. Asked by the Chair and 
Members of the Delegation on how the balance of power would develop between himself and 
the President of the Country (elected against the Maoist wishes), Prachanda reassured MEPs 
that, under the Interim Constitution, “the division of responsibilities is clear...and the role of the 
President is completely ceremonial”: while “we are trying to achieve good understanding”, “all 
executive power lies in the hand of the Prime Minister”.

More concretely, one of the priorities of the Maoists will now be “to develop a concept of 
scientific land reform”, according to the needs of the XXIst century. In this context, “we even 
want to use the word of revolutionary land reform” – and, in next few weeks, this will mean the 
creation of a land commission which will supervise a process during which the land that is under 
feudal ownership will be nationalised and “then attributed to land-less peasants”.

This being said, the PM acknowledged that the top priority of his government, in the context of 
the peace process, remained the issue of the rehabilitation and integration of former Maoist 
fighters in the national army – a highly sensitive political issue. For the time being, the Maoist 
army remains in the 28 cantonments, as foreseen. “How many fighters, and how, will be 
integrated in the National Army” should be decided “within 6 months”. The PM explained that 
“if this is solved, all other problems will be solved step-by-step”, but was also eager to maintain 
the EU involved due to the “vital role” it played in this respect in the very recent past in 
supporting the peace process.

Are there any chances that the peace process could be derailed? While the PM underlined that 
“there is no possibility to destabilise this Government” which enjoys a solid majority in 
Parliament, if there is no Constitution within 2 years the result would be “a serious 
constitutional crisis” which could trigger a new civil war, meaning that “even the existence of 
this country could be jeopardised”, and “every Nepali understands this”.

---

During a short audience with President Ram Baran Yadav, the Head of State explained that 
“he looked forward to the EU in order to help stabilising democracy and the peace process” and 
repeated his commitment, as President, to oversee the move towards a federal republic, while 
“trying to accommodate all the political forces at play” – which remains a challenge. 
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Asked about the balance of power between PM and President, M. Yadav felt that “this should 
resemble to what happens in the civilised world”; while Nepal’s final constitution is drafted by 
the CA, his role will be to ensure that Nepal stays “a democratic republic” (and not a people’s 
republic): in this respect, the respect of Human Rights is a paramount factor. While he lamented 
the chronic instability Nepal had known “in the past 60 years”, he nonetheless felt that a 
window opportunity exists now: with the help of the international community, “we can stabilise 
the system” – even though this might take “5 to 10 years, as the aspirations of our people have 
to be fulfilled”. 

---

Foreign Minister Upendra Yadav reminded the Delegation that the election of the Constituent 
Assembly effectively meant that "this will be the first time in the history of the country that the 
people will have the opportunity to write their Constitution through an elected Assembly, after 
having proclaimed the republic". The government is pursuing its goal of achieving an "inclusive 
and social form of democracy", where all minorities (ethnic, religious, linguistic) and castes will 
be duly represented.

As to the Peace Accord, the MFA stressed that "it has to be implemented to its logical end", 
meaning that the People's Army question should be settled through the creation of a special 
committee to oversee the integration of former Maoist fighters, with the participation of the 
opposition. While it is true that Nepal is still in transition, the MFA reminded that the Monarchy 
had been abolished without bloodshed and was confident that this atmosphere would be 
maintained.

The MFA, himself a Madeshi, stressed that this was the first time a member of this ethnic 
minority had acceded to such a ministerial post; in his words, "we want equal rights, but also 
equal opportunities", and this priority is included in the common minimum programme of the 
ruling coalition. On the aspirations of the Madeshi Forum, he stressed that their aim is Madesh 
to be recognised "as a territory or as a state within Nepal". While the Madeshi Forum can be 
flexible, the only point where "we will not compromise is the democratic nature of the state".

The Maoists, the MFA stressed, are, above all, pragmatists: "they have changed their positions", 
and "are now in the democratic system" since "they failed to capture power through the bullet", 
achieving their aim "through the ballot". On the other hand, Members reminded that the 
Maoists, previously, had been at ideological odds with China, wondering to what extent the 
Maoists taking power could influence Sino-Nepali relations. The MFA was keen to underline 
that "we maintain good relations" and that "the USSR lesson has shown that communism cannot 
be imposed to the economy". Furthermore, China "has always supported a peaceful resolution of 
the conflict in Nepal" and accepts that "the type of system that we follow is an internal and 
sovereign matter". While it is true that the first foreign visit of PM Prachanda since he assumed 
office was to China, this was only because of the Olympics, meaning "no political conclusions 
should be drawn".

To sum up, the MFA, together with the Foreign Secretary, highlighted the positive role of the 
EU played in the peace process, expressing their confidence that the EU would help Nepal to 
reap the peace dividend and increase its assistance and development programmes in order to 
further help the stabilisation of the country. The Nepali interlocutors of the EP Delegation 
appeared quite knowledgeable on the EU's institutional mechanisms and fully aware of the 
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budgetary powers of the EP and expressed their hope that the EP, as a budgetary arm of the 
union, would support Nepal in this respect - also stressing that, for such an aim to be achieved, it 
would be high time for the European Commission Delegation in Kathmandu to gain the status of 
a fully fledged Delegation, not answering any longer to New Delhi.

---

Minister for Defence Ram Bahadur 
Thapa, welcomed the EP delegation in 
these "historic times for Nepal". Himself 
a former General of the People's 
Liberation Army (PLA), he reminded 
MEPs that his task as "a professional 
revolutionary - a termed coined by Lenin 
- had been to dedicate his life to the 
revolution against the Monarchy". This 
goal having been achieved, there were 
still some real and sensitive issues which 
ought to be tackled in priority, crucial 
for the future of the country:

Thus, sustaining peace largely depends "on whether we will succeed in integrating the PLA" 
under the supervision of a special cross-party committee, which will "include Congress": the 
aim will be to strive for consensus, and "there will be a debate on this issue both in the 
Constitutional Assembly and with civil society". However, discussions should not drag on 
eternally, and this committee will have a 6-months deadline to produce its proposals.

The Minister acknowledged that "many options exist"; in some regions, former fighters would 
be integrated in the National Army, while in others, alternatives could be found - alluding, 
perhaps, to the creation of new frontier corps. While the Minister stressed that there had not yet 
been a policy decision on the size of the army, he explained that, personally, he would not 
imagine an army of more than 40.000 / 50.000 soldiers - "as the economy would not be able to 
sustain larger numbers". Downsizing the army, however, would not be done overnight and the 
Minister assured that "nobody would be dismissed". 

On the other hand, while the army would remain a professional one, the Minister also hinted 
that, in the future, "each citizen should receive military training if he so wishes", for self-
defence purposes.

Re-negotiating Nepal's international treaties was also seen as a priority: Nepal is facing both 
external and internal threats, and some treaties, signed in the past, constitute "a threat to our 
own development and integrity". While the Minister did not want to elaborate on external 
threats, he did acknowledge the fact that Nepal is land-locked between two giants, China and 
India. "We therefore have to learn from other small countries that are similarly surrounded, 
how they develop their own national defence policies". The Minister did appear, however, 
relatively sceptical of India's intentions, stressing that "there are two Indias: one realises the 
problems that we are facing and is genuinely trying to help Nepal, while the other would prefer 
to continue its old policy". 
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ii. Interparliamentary Meetings at the Constitutional Assembly

The Delegation held a 2½ hour long 
Interparliamentary meeting with a representative 
selection of newly elected Members of Nepal's 
Constitutional Assembly. MEPs had thus an 
excellent opportunity to witness that the CA is, 
without any doubt, a remarkably inclusive body (25 
political parties are represented), far more 
representative of Nepal's ethnic, caste and regional 
diversity than any past parliament - with one-third 
of its members being women, far more than in any 
other country of the region. The debate was open 
and lively, even though it remains debatable 
whether the European side fully grasped the ideological differences between the existing 
numerous Communist Parties (Maoist ; Marxist ; Unified Marxist-Leninist ; Unified ; Unified 
Marxist ; United), a theme which could be explored during a forthcoming IPM.

The most salient points made by the different factions could be summarised as follows:

Opposition MPs (mainly NPC representatives) stressed that:

 The Government remains accountable to the House, and Nepal has some experience of 
parliamentary practice.

 Nepal has seen considerable progress since the abolition of the Monarchy: unlimited 
press freedom, respect for human rights. These would be severely curtailed in case a 
people's republic was to be proclaimed.

 To some extent, questioned whether, for the Maoists "the revolution is over": "their 
private discourse differs, sometimes, from the public one".  

 Although in the opposition, "we want to continue to be part of the peace process".

 Whether Nepal's constitution will define a more presidential or parliamentarian type of 
government remains open, but what has to be understood is also the context of the 
equation: "political parties have been struggling for a republic for 50 years....semantics 
is not a problem". Any system may be discussed, but "what we won't allow is any 
chance for an autocratic dérive". 

For the MPs belonging to political parties belonging to the ruling coalition, and mainly the 
Maoists:

 The CA has a clear mandate to draft the constitution within 2 years, and an extension of 
6 months will be provided in case of a state of emergency.
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 There is a clear wish to develop and maintain coalition-building mechanisms ; MPs 
admitted that this type of political culture is "essential to peace-building", it is 
sometimes lacking in Nepal

 Repeated the message already conveyed by various Government Ministers that the EU's 
role, as a mediator, has been perceived in very positive terms.

 Stressed the role of women in the people's upraising, explaining that this is one of the 
factors that may allow doing away with a patriarchal system and explains why the 
current assembly is much more representative of the Nepali society than ever before.

 Underlined that a comprehensive land reform will be a priority during their mandate.

A key concern, however, appeared to be the question of whether a "vote of conscience" [i.e. a 
free vote] would be allowed during the drafting of the Constitution; the political parties linked to 
the Dalits and the "lower" castes felt very strongly on the issue, explaining to Members that 
should a strict whip system be introduced, this would only lead to their marginalisation "as all 
key leaders of all parties, in government or opposition, belong to the ruling castes". 

A meeting with the Constitutional Assembly Speaker Subash Chandra 

Nemwang also allowed exploring more in detail how federalism could 

be applied in Nepal; while there is consensus on the word, the views on 

the size of the federal "units" diverge radically. As the Speaker 

explained, "final authority on this issue lies with the CA", and there are 

"very serious differences" on whether Nepal will be considered as 

composed of 15 geographical divisions or 4-5 states, with the Terai 

being one of them; the Constitution, which will clarify this, should be 

adopted unanimously, but if the first three rounds of votes fail to produce 

such a result, a 2/3 majority is needed.

III. Thematic issues: Situation in Tibet 

Representatives of the Tibetan Government in exile explained to the Delegation that since the 
"upsurge of peaceful protests" in March 2008 in Tibet, the Chinese authorities have responded 
with a "total clampdown": 218 killed, 1300 injured, thousands of arrest and about a thousand 
persons missing.

Furthermore, the Chinese authorities enforce even more strictly their re-education campaign in 
monasteries, with monks and nuns being now forced to disavow the Dalai Lama; China is also 
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forcefully following a policy of changing the demographic equilibrium in Tibet by attracting 
thousands of migrant workers into the region, to such an extent that one may use the words 
"cultural genocide".

However, it was stressed, Tibet is only asking for genuine autonomy within China, although it is 
deeply dissatisfied with China's policies. This "middle way approach" means that "assurances 
have been given to the Chinese Government that we will not ask for independence". The Dalai 
Lama, furthermore, has expressed his opposition to violence protests; on the other hand, it is 
true that some of the violence was the result of a "total sense of frustration among the younger 
generation" - to such an extent that the Dalai Lama has threatened he will retire from the 
leadership if such violence were to continue - which is why the talks scheduled to take place in 
Daramsala in November are especially important,  as they could allow bridging the differences 
between the Tibetan Youth Forum, which some critics claim is becoming more radical, and the 
official, moderate policy line.

Tibetan representatives also expressed their hope that China would, then, start "genuine and 
result-oriented negotiations", requesting the EP to keep urging China to accept foreign 
delegations in Tibet, "especially in the light of the accusations that the Dalai Lama is 
responsible for the protests”. Asked by MEPs what were the future options for the Dalai Lama, 
in case China were to present a successor, the Tibetan Office representative reminded the 
Delegation that the Dalai Lama has already asked for "democratic structures to be put in place" 
– also stressing that Buddhism allows the "re-incarnation of His Holiness the Dalai Lama 
before he expires".

IV. Thematic issues: International Adoptions 

The Convention on the right of the child, which Nepal has ratified, foresees that the best 
interests of the child must be the guiding principle for all those working with children, no matter 
how emotive/complex the issue. UNICEF, as well as various NGOs met by the Delegation 
(including Terre des Hommes) stressed that alternative means of caring for a child should only 
be considered when the family cannot be traced or is unwilling to care for him or her.

However, the issue has been especially 
problematic in Nepal, since there have been 
documented cases of -mainly international-
adoptions when the best interests of the child 
have not been taken into consideration; several 
child care centres are known to have been, at 
times, been guided not by the child's best interest 
but by financial profit in organising inter-country 
adoptions: there are, today, 500 orphanages in the 
Kathmandu valley alone, which have taken advantage of the fact that adoptability criteria have 
been too broad. Several occurrences of pseudo-orphans being effectively sold by the orphanages 
to their adoptive parents prove, as UNICEF representatives pointed out, "that these are not 
isolated cases". 
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Would the simplistic option of banning 
international adoptions eradicate these dangers? 
Probably, but, as UNICEF stressed, it would also 
effectively mean banning adoptions altogether -
since 96% of adoptions in Nepal are international 
adoptions. Terre des Hommes admitted that the 
situation is grim: this is the reason why Nepal 
suspended all international adoptions, triggering 
petition 0983/2007 which complains that 
children that have been matched to European 
families are not allowed to join them1. 

On the other hand "there are members of the Government that do try to improve the situation", 
and there are regulations that are being put in place in order to rectify things - such as a 
procedure to accreditate orphanages, in order to fight "baby shopping". There are, therefore, 
many signs that serious efforts are deployed that should result in an Adoption Act setting 
stronger criteria: in the words of one participant, "this is only the application of the principle of 
subsidiarity: as long as the child cannot be taken care of in his own country, then international 
adoptions could become an option. But clear criteria on both domestic and international 
adoptions have to be set - this is how India dealt with the issue; if it worked in India, there is no 
excuse for Nepal". 

V. Thematic issues: Bhutanese Refugees, Goldhap camp 

As the UNHCR representatives 
explained to the Delegation, given the 
refusal of the Bhutanese authorities to 
accept repatriation of the refugees, 
third-country resettlement, as an 
alternative, is underway. In 2007, 
Nepal back-tracked from its previous 
decision not to facilitate this option, 
meaning that, currently, efforts are 
being made in order to overcome 
bureaucratic / administrative obstacles: 

to leave the country, refugees need an exit visa (and it is unclear to what extent fees are 
reclaimed, as the previous regulations, under which 6 USD were levied per day of 
"overstaying", have led to clearly absurd situations : some refugees have been asked, in the past, 
to pay fines of up to 30.000 USD in order to be allowed to leave the country).

                                               
1 These 400 cases, caught in legal limbo, were solved while the Delegation was in Kathmandu as it was officially 
announced that these last adoptions, under the old régime, would be allowed to go forward - pending the imminent 
adoption of a new regulatory framework. The Delegation considers that this petition can therefore be considered 
closed. 
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Out of the Bhutanese refugees, about 50% of the total -i.e. approx 57.000 persons- are reported 
to have opted for the third country resettlement scheme, and, as the Delegation saw when 
visiting the Goldhap camp, can express a preference [or a non-preference] in favour of the 
country they will be resettled in. The US is expected to welcome most refugees, with an 
established target of 60.000 persons over the next 5 years (and who will be able to apply for 
citizenship after 5 years). Members visiting the camps participated in a very open discussion on 
the challenges / benefits of third country resettlement: many refugees seem now to consider that 
this a real short-term option as it has now become clear that repatriation to Bhutan (although a 
right under international law) will remain a mirage unless India steps in resolutely.

A question which remains open, however, is what will happen to those 
few refugees that will not resettle nor, of course, be admitted back to 
Bhutan, and whether any perspectives of local integration, in Nepal, will 
be offered. Even though it appeared to most Members that, realistically, 
in some cases such an option will have to be offered, this remains 
outside the mandate of the UNHCR: Nepal is unlikely to grant such a 
right, it seems, as it has not granted such treatment to the Tibetan 
refugees who have been staying on its soil for more than 3 decades and 
are de facto integrated, without, however, holding citizenship rights.

Discussing with the Delegation, MFA Yadav insisted on the need to safeguard the refugees 
fundamental right to return to their country - Bhutan, with the support of the international 
community. While the Bhutanese government is clearly not interested in allowing them back, 
and there has been no progress whatsoever in Nepal/Bhutan talks, the MFA reaffirmed that 
Nepal will not oppose the third-country resettlement option. 

*

* *
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AnnexI

Kathmandu, 29 October 2008
Press Statement

The European Parliament’s Delegation for relations with South Asia, led by Robert Evans (PSE, UK) 
visited Nepal from 25 to 29 November in order to hold the 7th EP/Nepal Interparliamentary meeting. The 
Delegation is grateful to all those, in particular at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the European 
Commission Delegation in Kathmandu, who have helped facilitate the visit in recognition of the very 
close relations between the EU and Nepal. During its 5 day stay in the country, the Delegation held talks 
in Kathmandu with President Ram Baran Yadav, Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal (Prachanda), 
Constitutional Assembly Speaker Subash Chandra Nemwang, as well as several MPs, Foreign Minister 
Upendra Yadav and Minister for Defence Ram Bahadur Thapa.

The main aim of the European Parliament’s Delegation was to focus on the political situation in the 
country shortly after the successful Constituent Assembly elections and the formation of the coalition 
government. In the words of the Chair, “we are encouraged by the progress and change that have taken 
place in Nepal in the last 18 months, since our last Delegation visit. The Coalition Government will face 
many challenges in the months and years ahead.” The Delegation highlights the importance of a stable 
government for the consolidation of the overall political process.

The Delegation held extensive talks with Constitutional Assembly Members, and is encouraged by the 
fact that the new Assembly is the most inclusive body Nepal has ever elected, with much greater 
representation of the many castes, ethnic groups and regional communities than past parliaments. MEPs 
can only encourage the continuation of this inclusive process, and hope that the outcome will be a 
democratic constitution that will fully enshrine the respect of modern political, legal and moral values, as 
acceptable to the entire nation. Intensive work will however be needed in order to meet the constitutional 
deadline of 2,5 years; last but not least, for M. Evans, “the issue of how to address the former Maoists 
fighters and whether they can be integrated in a smaller Nepali Army remains a key question”. Members 
also held meetings with civil society in order to better grasp the social problems that Nepal has to face; 
the situation of street children and child abuse, in and around Kathmandu, was of particular concern to 
the Delegation, which visited a child care centre in the capital.

The situation of Tibetan refugees in exile in Nepal was also discussed with local community leaders, in 
view of the official address of His Holiness the Dalai Lama at the 4 December plenary seating of the 
European Parliament, in Brussels. MEPs also tackled the issue of Bhutanese refugees in several meetings 
and by visiting the Goldhap camp, thus witnessing the beginnings of the voluntary resettlement process 
and having the opportunity to speak directly with many refugees. The Delegation intends to raise this 
issue with the Bhutanese authorities, as “we sincerely hope that Nepal, Bhutan and India, together with 
the international community, can work together to find some sort of solution to this situation”.

The following Members participated in the working group visit: Robert Evans (PSE, UK), Jaromir Kohlicek (GUE, 
CS), Philip Bushill-Matthews (EPP/ED, UK), Marianne Mikko (PSE, EE), Jan Masiel (UEN, PL).

For more information on the European Parliament:
www.europarl.europa.eu
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AnnexII

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT
DELEGATION FOR RELATIONS WITH SOUTH ASIA 

7th EP/Nepal Interparliamentary Meeting

Kathmandu, Goldhap

25 - 30 October 2008

Final list of participants (9)

Members Group Country

Mr EVANS, Robert, Chair
 Committee on Transport and Tourism

PSE UK

Mr KOHLÍČEK Jaromír, Vice-Chair
 Committee on Transport and Tourism

GUE-
NGL

CS

Mr BUSHILL MATTHEWS Philip
 Committee on Employment and Social Affairs

EPP-ED UK

Ms MIKKO Marianne
 Committee on Fisheries

PSE ET

Mr MASIEL Jan Tadeusz
 Committee on Employment and Social Affairs

UEN PL

EPP-ED European People's Party /
European Democrats

PSE Party of European Socialists

UEN Union for Europe of the Nations 
GUE-NLG European United Left / Nordic Green 

Left

General Secretariat of the European Parliament

Mr  Dietmar   NICKEL Director General

Mr  Philippe   KAMARIS Administrator

Ms Germana  CARNAZZA Administrative Assistant

Political advisors

Ms Ruth          de CESARE PSE 
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Annex III

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT
DELEGATION FOR RELATIONS WITH THE COUNTRIES OF SOUTH ASIA 

7th EP/Nepal Interparliamentary Meeting

Kathmandu & Goldhap

25 - 30 October 2008

Thursday, 23 October 

15:00 - 18:30 Secretariat - preparatory meeting with EC Delegation

Friday, 24 October 

12:00 - 14:00 Secretariat - meeting with Nepal MFA Protocol

15:00 - 17:30 Secretariat - meeting with EC Delegation

Evening Arrival of participants in Kathmandu airport and transfer to 

Yak and Yeti Hotel 
P.O. Box 1016, Durbar Marg

Saturday, 25 October 

13:45 Arrival of Mr Robert Evans, Chair of the Delegation
Greeted at airport by EP Secretariat / EC Delegation

15:30 - 16:15 Briefing by the EC Delegation (Political Cooperation, Civil Society, and Human 
Rights)

Yak and Yeti Hotel, Dynasty Crystal Room
P.O. Box 1016, Durbar Marg

16:30 - 17:30 Meeting with Mr Manohar Bhattarai, Legislature / Constituent Assembly General 
Secretary

Yak and Yeti Hotel, Dynasty Crystal Room
P.O. Box 1016, Durbar Marg

17:30 - 19:30 Briefing by the French Presidency and EU Heads of Mission

French Ambassador's residence
 Bishal Nagar

Sunday, 26 October 

10:30 - 11:15 Meeting with the Prime Minister, Mr Pushpa Kamal Dahal
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PM's office, Singha Durbar
  
11:30 - 12:00 Meeting with the President, Dr Ram Baran Yadav

Presidential Office
Shital Niwas

12:40 - 13:10 Meeting with the Foreign Minister, Mr Upprenda Yadav
MoFA
Shital Nawas

13:15 - 14:00 Meeting with the Minister of Defence, Mr Ram  Bahadur Thapa
Minister's Office,
Singha Durbar

14:00 - 14:30 Working lunch with the Press
Chez  Caroline
Babar Mahal Revisited

15:00 - 17:30 Interparliamentary Meeting
Parliament House,
Singha Durbar

19:30 - 21:30 Dinner with Heads of Missions at the Residence of Mr Spachis, EC Chargé 
d'affaires

Monday 27 October 

09:00 - 09:45 Meeting with the UCHR Head of Mission, Ms Daisy Dell
UNHCR, Mahrajgunj

10:00 -10:30 Meeting with H.E. Mr. Rakesh Sood, Ambassador, 
Indian Embassy Kapurdhara Marg

11:00 - 11:30 Meeting with H.E. Zheng Xianglin
Ambassador
Chinese Embassy, Balutawar

12:00 - 12:30 Lunch (own expenses)
Garden of Dreams

13:15 - 13:35 Meeting with H.E. Ms. Nancy J. Powell, Ambassador, 
American Embassy, Maharajgunj

14:00 - 15:00 Meeting with Mr. Ian Martin, Special Representative to the UN Secretary 
General
UNMIN,
BICC, Baneshwor

15:30 - 16:30 Meeting with Mr. Richard Bennett, Representative of the High Commissioner for 
Human Rights in Nepal
OHCHR Nepal, Chhauni

17:00 - 17:45 Exchange of views with civil society - Dwarika's Hotel
Participants:



EPADES\DSAS\CR\777948EN - 16 - PE 422.308 

Action Aid, Handicap International, Voluntary Service Overseas,  
Women for HR, World View, Dalit Welfare Association, CARE Nepal, 
Feminist Dalit Association

17:50 - 18:20 Exchange of views on International Adoptions in Nepal
Terre des Hommes - UNICEF 
Dwarika's Hotel

18:30 - 21:00 Reception hosted by Mr Robert Evans, Chair of the EP Delegation for relations 
with the countries of South Asia

Dwarika's Hotel

Tuesday 28 October

Early Morning Departure for Kathmandu airport

9:30-10:15 BHA 951 Flight to Bhadrapur

11:00 Arrival at Jhapa, Godlhap refugee camp

Received by Refugee Coordination Unit (RCU), World Food Programme (WFP) 
and UNCHR's Implementing Partners: Lutheran World Federation (LWF), 
CARITAS, Association of Medical Doctors in Asia (AMDA) and Camp 
Management Committee.

11:15-12:00 Visit to Camp Main School and Focus group discussion with Bhutanese refugees 
(teachers, CMC members, etc.)

12:05 - 12:25 Visit to WFP Food distribution Counters (WFP Field Monitor)

12:40 - 13:00 Observation of ongoing resettlement activities carried by the UNHCR

13:00 - 13:30 Lunch at UNCHR Camp Office

13:30 - 14:45 Visit to refugee huts and Camp Health Centre 

15:30 - 16:30 Flight BHA 904 to Kathmandu

17:15 - 18:15 Meeting with the Chairperson of the Constituent Assembly, 
Mr Subash Chandra Nemwang,
Singha Durbar

Wednesday, 29 October

10:00 - 11.00 Meetings with Mr Thinley Gyatso, 
Thibetan community leader

Yak and Yeti Hotel, Dynasty Crystal Room 
P.O. Box 1016, Durbar Marg

11:30 - 13:00 Visit of the Child Protection Centers and Services (CPCS) and exchange of 
views with Mr Jean Christophe Ryckmans, CPCS
Dillbazar

13:45 - 14:45 Lunch (own expenses)
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The Summit Restaurant

15:00 - 16:30 Cultural visit organised by Mr Ranjan Shrestha, EC Delegation: Durbar Square, 
Patan 

                                  
Thursday 30 October 

17:00 - 18:30 Secretariat only: direct contacts / briefing with the Press (EC Delegation closed 
due to Tihar) and Press Release distribution

Friday 31 October 

10:00 - 12:00 Secretariat: Final debriefing/régie at the EC Delegation Kathmandu (closed on 
30/10)


