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Introduction

The last time Members from the EP's Delegation for relations with South Asia visited Nepal was 
in October 2008, when a Delegation from the EP, led by then Chair Robert Evans, held talks 
with parliamentarians from Nepal's Constituent Assembly: the Constituent Assembly (CA), 
elected in April 2008, had then just been entrusted with drafting a final constitution for the 
country, based on the principles of a federal and democratic state, within a 2 ½ years mandate -
set to expire on the 28th May 2010.

Being present in Kathmandu on this day was therefore a priority, as well as a demonstration of 
the EP's genuine interest in the Nepali-driven peace process for the European Parliament's 
Delegation for relations with South Asia. Thus, a six-Member Delegation, representing 5 
political groups, led by Ms Jean Lambert (Greens/EFA, UK) visited Kathmandu from 24 to 29 
May and held talks with the following:

 President Ram Baran Yadav, 
 Prime Minister Dadhav Kumar Nepal,
 Constitutional Assembly Speaker Subash Chandra Nemwang,
 Foreign Minister and Deputy PM Sujata Koirala,
 Environment Minister Prasad Sharma,
 MPs representing all main parties represented at the CA,
 Chief Election Commissioner Neel Kantha Uprety,
 Ms Karin Landgren, Special Representative of the UN Secretary General and Head of 

the United Nations Mission in Nepal (UNMIN),
 HE the Ambassador of India, M. Rakesh Sood,
 Representatives of the media and the civil society
 Representatives of the UNHCR in order to discuss refugee-related issues

Members of the EP Delegation also had the opportunity to be thoroughly briefed on climate-
change issues by the International Centre for Integrated Mountain Development - who assisted in 
organising a field trip enabling the Delegation to witness the impact of global warming on the 
Imja glacier and glacial lake (Khumbu region & Synboche, the Himalayas) ; at an administrative 
level, building upon earlier contacts, the Secretary General of the Nepali Parliament was 
presented with a concrete offer of mutual cooperation and capacity-building, on behalf of the EP 
Office for the Promotion of Parliamentary Democracy.

The EP Delegation is grateful to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Nepal for the facilitation of 
this visit; on a similar vein, the European Union Delegation in Kathmandu spared no efforts,
despite being short-staffed, in devising a very thorough programme of activities in what was a 
most challenging political environment. 

It should be pointed out at this stage that this was the first parliamentary mission which took 
place after the EU's diplomatic presence on the ground was upgraded to fully-fledged Delegation 
status, signalling the further strengthening of EU/Nepal relations in a post-Lisbon context.
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I. Peace Process & Constitution drafting

Most political meetings focusing on these issues took place during the week which saw the 
extension of the mandate of the Constituent Assembly (CA), and therefore in parallel to the 
meetings Nepali parties were holding on the same themes; the atmosphere was one of extreme 
uncertainty, with various scenarii being aired on a daily basis - since it was difficult to predict 
which would be the attitude of the MPs belonging to the UCPN (Maoist), whose votes were 
necessary in order to secure the 2/3 threshold needed. As a key interlocutor put it in the final 
hours before the expiry of the mandate of the Constituent Assembly: "the only thing which can 
help us now is a good crystal ball". 

Yet, in the early hours of 29th May, the CA passed the eight Amendment Bill of the Interim 
Constitution, thus extending its term by a year - with 580 votes out of 585. This quasi-consensual
vote only became possible once the main political parties [UCPN (Maoist), Nepali Congress, 
CPN-UML] agreed upon the following 3-point pact: 

* We are committed to moving ahead with consensus and cooperation to 
take the peace process to a meaningful conclusion, to carry out all the 
remaining works related to the peace process, and to accomplish the 
historic responsibility of completing the task for writing the new 
constitution. 

* Though a significant progress has been made in the constitution-writing 
process, it has not been completed yet. Therefore, we have agreed to 
extend the tenure of the Constituent Assembly by one year. 

*  Based on the agreement to fulfil these responsibilities and works as soon 
as possible, we are ready to form a national consensus government and for 
that, the prime minister of the incumbent coalition government is ready to 
resign without delay.

However, quasi instantly, differences erupted between the key political parties as to how to 
interpret these clauses; thus, Prime Minister Madhav Kumar Nepal (CPN-UML) resigned 
"without delay" one month after this declaration, on 30/6. The formation of a national consensus 
government is still subject to negotiations between Nepal's political forces; it remains to be seen 
whether such a consensus will be able to disprove what the Delegation heard during its meeting 
with the media: "in Nepal, we always arrive at a last minute solution...which carries in itself the 
germs of the next crisis". 

Met on 26/5, two days before the expiry of the CA, President 
Yadav (NC) will have an important role to play during the 
formation of the new government - especially if there is no 
consensus; the President felt that during the last 4 years, the process 
had broadly been on track, even though the country was "still in an 
interim period"; while it is true that there is public impatience with 
the political class, with the people's expectations being very high, 
"democracy can be a slow process". Thus, with 70% of the new 
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Constitution ready, question marks still persist over the system of government (presidential or 
parliamentary), the future federal structure of the country, and even the independence of the 
judiciary - "as some leftists want to follow the example of Northern Korea or China".

The President felt, nonetheless, that most problems could be solved if everybody accepted all 
norms of democracy: he called the EP delegation to explain to all stakeholders that "a 
democratic republic is not a people's republic", although he insisted that it was for Nepalis 
themselves to take the primary responsibility of deciding their own future: "We are happy to 
have very good relations with the EU. (...) But in the current situation, how can you help us? 
This is for us and for me". This being said, President Yadav was keen to stress his role of 
protector of the Constitution, in order to maintain national unity - and to distance himself from 
the practice of interference with daily governmental business set by deposed King Gyanendra. 
Had the CA not been extended, "the country will not be left in a vacuum - I will have to find a 
way, but will not be a dictator".

Prime Minister Madhav Kumar Nepal (CPN-UML) was 
also appreciative of the EU's efforts and role in the peace 
process; meeting with the EP Delegation one day before 
the 28th May, he put a heavy emphasis on the necessity to 
see the end of Maoist armed outfits: "what we need to see 
is that this infrastructure is dismantled", with both "mental 
and material" disarmament. "People in cantonments" 
should "be disbanded and rehabilitated, with EU help", 
and only once this has been achieved, together with 
property restitutions from the Maoists ("enough with oral 
commitments; what we need is real implementation") 
would outstanding issues on the Constitution -or the 
formation of a national unity government- be discussed. It 
should be pointed out that the PM was "very hopeful and 
optimistic" on the CA's extension - in retrospect, his 
analysis that "political parties may currently appear to be 
inflexible, but the doctrine of necessity is also there" was 
probably the correct one. 

Deputy PM and Minister of Foreign Affairs Sujata Koirala (NC) 
had, for her part, shared the same apprehensions vis-à-vis the 
Maoists: she stressed that bringing them in the mainstream was very 
largely "my father's [late former PM GP Koirala] work", and that 
there is hope he "will be nominated, for this, for a posthumous Nobel 
peace prize". She furthermore expressed her disappointment with the 
elections results, especially in the Terai and the mountainous regions,
sharing her surprise at the fact that the Electoral Commission "had 
made several mistakes" and validated the results, implying these 
were largely due to Maoist intimidation. In any case, it was "very 
disappointing that lots of people thought the communist system could 
be preferable"; the Maoist party, she stressed, lacked a democratic 
culture even at grassroots level. For the Deputy PM, 1990/1993 were, 
in Nepal's recent history, "golden years": during the unrest which 
followed "everything was destroyed", which is why the foremost 
concern today is "is peace and stability, with EU support".
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CA Speaker Subash Nemwang (CPN-UML) greeted the Delegation on May 25th, underlining 
that Constitution making was, according to him, "75/80% complete (...) including some difficult 
issues", this even allowing preliminary drafting to start, even though the process had been stalled 
due to Maoist obstruction for the past 4 months. He felt that the public was "well aware of the 
situation and of what we did", stressing that the people was "unequivocally in favour of the CA 
extension, but asking for political parties to undertake the commitment that within this extension 
constitution drafting will be completed". The Speaker felt it was unfortunate for the Maoists to 
link the CA extension issue with the future formation of a government of national unity, since 
this meant jeopardising the overall functioning of the legislature, which was "the result of 
democratic struggle". M. Nemwang did point out to the EP Delegation that complications as to 
the future formation of a cabinet could arise from the fact that the UCPN (Maoist), as the largest 
party, claimed "it has the legitimacy to lead the next national unity government".

Interparliamentary meeting: focus on the federal debate

During the Interparliamentary Meeting
which followed, the UCPN (Maoist)1 was 
keen to put constitution drafting in 
context: "we are not only writing a 
constitution (....) in  7 decades, Nepal has 
known 6 constitutions already". What the 
Maoist felt was really at stake was "Peace 
with Change". This being said, the UCPN 
(Maoist) appeared conciliatory to other 
political forces, underlining that the 
fundamental objectives of all democratic 

parties were the same - "what differs is the way to achieve them". The UCPN (Maoist), it was 
stressed, did not object to an extension of the CA, "but provided that consensus politics prevail".

Nepali Congress2 MPs underlined that, after more than a decade of insurgency, "we have to 
institutionalise peace and the republican setup in a 
federal polity". While the NC felt there was no real 
problem with deciding which competences would be 
delegated at federated state level, there was no 
clear-cut picture as to how the demarcation of 
federal entities would proceed, even though for the 
NC "establishing a federal system based on ethnic 
lines would be too divisive, and this is a red line for 
us". Other red lines: "freedom of property, freedom 
of thought - and speech". As long as these were 
respected, the NC declared itself ready for 
compromises during Constitution drafting.

UML3 MPs focused their intervention on the important role the women's caucus had played in 
defending women's rights and equal participation, enshrining them as fundamental rights in the 
constitutional draft. While the CA counts 33% of women, this does not mean "that is has been 

                                               
1 UCPN (Maoists) : 229 seats
2 Nepali Congress: 115 seats
3 Communist Party of Nepal (United Marxist-Leninist) : 108 seats
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very easy to make our voice heard". Nonetheless, the current draft was judged to be satisfactory 
in this respect.

RJP4 MPs expressed their strong opposition to a federal system that would follow ethnic lines. It 
was argued that developing a new national identity becomes impossible when each ethnic group 
feels it can have equal opportunities. "There are 110 ethnic groups in Nepal - does this mean 110 
federal ethnic states?". Even though Maoists were attacked for "following the communist utopia" 
since 70% of the Constitution has been agreed, it was explained that this showed that "there is 
some kind of understanding on the basics". As to the Rastriya Prajanata Party5, a future federal 
structure of 7 states (not on an ethnic basis) and 19 sub-states (where the ethnic element would 
be taken into account) could be acceptable. 

MPs from the TMLP6 reminded that the Madeshi community had been living in the country for 
more than 250 years and wondered "whether the 3 main parties were willing to give ethnic 
madeshis a real chance"; citizenship issues, were judged, in this respect, to be extremely 
important. The TMLP clearly favoured demarcating the future federal states along ethnic lines as 
long as this meant "one Madesh as a federal entity".

MJF7 parliamentarians, predictably, agreed with this view on a "single Madesh", since this would 
be consistent with ethnic, geographic and cultural homogeneity. It was reminded that power 
sharing in a democratic set-up had been denied for centuries; yet it was "thanks to the Madesh 
Andolan, i.e. our revolution, that federalism was included in the IC (...) even though there can be 
no doubt on the Maoist leading role in the overall revolutionary process which brought down the 
monarchy". This being said, the MJF conceded that since "there are more than 50 languages and 
100 ethnicities", "we cannot have a state along these lines - this would be impossible". At the 
same time, it was stressed that the Madesh, "from West to East (...)”, presents “historical and 
cultural similarities". As the MJF insisted that future state structures should not give an 
impression of single caste domination either, the EP delegation enquired on who was the driving 
force in Nepali politics today - to draw a rather surprising answer: "There are many - but of 
course not the President".

NSPA (Anandidevi)8 appeared somewhat lukewarm to the possibility of seeing the CA extended. 
At least, it was explained, this would be an attempt to maintain the Maoists in the political 
mainstream. For the NSPA, the Maoist's primary aim remained to achieve one-party rule and 
communism, if needed through violence. Reintegration of former Maoist fighters was a 
necessity, but not necessarily in the army, since other options should be considered instead 
(forestry corps, industrial police, and border security forces). The NSPA appeared confident in 
the Army's role, not doubting its allegiance to the Constitution and civilian control, reminding 
that the (then) Royal Army had not supported the King during the peaceful revolution that led to 
his demise. In a pragmatic mood, the NSPA felt that if political deadlock resulted in the absence 
of a draft constitution, the only way out would be "to hold fresh elections.....even though this is 
not mentioned anywhere"; as to the role of the international community in the peace process, it 
was seen as necessary in order to put pressure on the Maoists. In this respect, UNMIN's renewed 
4 month-mandate "is all right for the moment (...), but should be extended if needed".

                                               
4 Rastriya Janamorcha party : 4 seats 
5 Rastriya Prajatantra party: 4 seats
6 Tarai Madesh Loktantrik Party: 21 seats
7 Madeshi People's Rights Forum: 54 seats
8 Nepal Sadhvawana Party (Anandidevi): 3 seats
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Exchange of views with the Electoral Commission

As foreseen in the Interim Constitution, once the CA approves the new constitution of the federal 
republic, fresh general elections are then to take place; even though the 28/5 initial deadline for 
the promulgation of the new Constitution appeared certain not to be respected, Electoral 
Commission (EC) members explained to the Delegation they "had already started [their] 
preparations", since 18 months of work had been needed prior to holding the previous vote. 

Electoral Commission members insisted on the need for a new voters list, with new electoral 
rolls being drawn, since this would allow the clear identification of each voter, with the use of 
pictures and biometrical data. Pilot projects have already been carried, and it was estimated that 
within 10 months it would be possible for new lists to cover the whole country – which could 
allow to eliminate “as much as 30% of bogus voters or incorrect data”. The example followed in 
Bangladesh was clearly used as a model, although EC members stressed that Nepal being less 
populated the costs would be smaller (approximately 24 million USD). It was hoped that since 
several donors had already manifested their interest, the EU could as well provide funding via 
the Nepal Peace Trust Fund (NPTF) line on election support.

As to voters registration, the EC admitted that there were problems mainly with 20/35 years old 
males, absent in the Middle East or India and thus unable to register since this is not possible at 
Nepali Embassies abroad. Due to the unrestricted freedom of movement that exists between 
India and Nepal, it remains unclear how many Nepalis are at any given moment in India ; 
“elsewhere, our estimates point at a number of 1,4 million persons” but it was unclear how many 
of them were registered.

On some detailed points of the electoral process:

 Establishing an electoral threshold “remains a political decision”, but “the EC would be 
willing to advise on this if asked”.  The threshold which, it seems, had been suggested in 
the past was 3% since “proliferation of parties does not, per se, strengthen democracy”.

 Political party funding remained an issue. "We wish we could say there is full 
accountability and transparency". While there are provisions stating that expenditure has 
to be submitted, with a limit of 400.000 rupees per candidate, implementation remained a 
problem: Nepal is "a developing democracy....and a lot needs to be done". 

 Interestingly, the EC did not rule out the possibility of the Constitution being subject to a 
referendum. It was unclear, however, whether such contingency plans have already been 
established. 

The Indian view

Meeting with the Delegation, Ambassador Rakesh Sood appeared to consider a CA non-
extension scenario unlikely, although not impossible; should the CA be extended, the only safe 
conclusion to draw would be to say that “a platform of engagement with the Maoists is 
extended". This being said, if the CA was not extended, the Ambassador was reassuring: "there 
are many other ways of engagement - well known to the Nepalis”. 
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For the Indian Embassy, real progress would have been seen if 
the Maoist movement had already “come overground” and had 
become a normal left wing party: the success of the peace 
process implied as a prerequisite the demonstration of the 
willingness of the Maoist side to give up paramilitary outfits, 
showing a clear commitment to multiparty democracy. What was 
therefore needed was “demonstrable irreversible progress”. In 
any case, the formation of a national unity government was seen 
as essential; meanwhile, and even in the non-extension scenario, 
"the Maoists won’t go back to the jungles, the King won’t return" 
and "I do not see a military takeover". 

Dissensions within the Maoist ranks, it was felt, were normal: in 
each underground militant group, there is always an internal 
transformation process in such cases. Whether these dissensions 
could become a real split was, however, not known with 
certainty. While during struggle, military leaders had the upper 

hand, in peaceful times the party would seek to convince and persuade --- it was therefore 
axiomatic that the hard liners would recede....eventually.

Presenting to MEPs all the complexities that arise from Nepali ethnic diversity and topography, 
the Ambassador felt nonetheless certain that federalism in Nepal "is going to happen", since it 
has now entered the “mainstream political consciousness" ; but Nepal would have to devise its 
own version of federalism in a land of 103 ethnic groups.

II. Climate Change and Environmental Issues

PM Madhav Kumar Nepal had explained to Members that there was agreement at the CA on 
such issues; what was needed on this consensual topic was, therefore, to attract the attention of 
the international community in order to raise awareness on the problems faced by Nepal – which 
was why, for instance, a Cabinet meeting had taken place on the Everest. The PM also presented 
to members the broad lines of the “Alliance of Mountainous States” which Nepal has launched, 
expecting to host the 1st ministerial alliance conference next September, in order to present the 
specific problems mountainous states face at the next COP-16. According to the PM, as a Hindu 
Kush entity, Nepal would be well positioned to lead the debate and take action. 

President Yadav had also drawn the attention of the delegation to the fragility of the situation, 
since mountains, forests and plains were all affected by climate change – with landslides, 
flashfloods and desertification becoming a real danger. The President felt that "we are so much 
taken by domestic politics that sometimes this issue has been overlooked" in the past, but was 
confident that initiatives would now be taken. Deputy PM Sujata Koirala also shared with the 
Delegation her certainty that “India will be keen to work with us” on environmental issues and, 
more specifically, water management; she expressed the hope that environment could become a 
real issue to tackle within SAARC, since this challenge transcends bilateral matters/conflicts 
which the organisation is chronically unable to address. The Deputy PM further underlined that 
countries like Nepal and Bangladesh would have an important regional role to play in SAARC 
on such grounds “since at global level we can be overshadowed by giants such as China or 
India”.
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Talks with Environment Minister Prashad Sharma
(UML) allowed Members to get a clearer picture on 
issues like glaciers monitoring, developing an early 
warning system, capacity building in the Nepali 
administration, the direct climate change threat felt in the 
Kathmandu valley, with drinkable water in deep wells 
being already affected, or the developing of 
environmental policies that would also foster social 
inclusion – such as developing micro-hydropower plants, 
of a 100KW capacity, which would be distributed and 
managed by local communities. M. Sharma referred to 

the last Thimphu declaration, stressing that the issue was now tackled also within SAARC; at 
Cabinet level, he underlined the creation of a “Climate Change Council” which is chaired by the 
PM since 2009 in order to coordinate governmental activity and policies. 

Climate change in the Himalayas

The EP Delegation further had the opportunity to see with its own eyes the effects of Climate 
Change on Nepal’s glacial lakes by participating in a flight observation field-trip in the Imja 
Tsho glacial lakes region, organised by the International Center for Integrated Mountain 
Development (ICIMOD). It is now generally accepted that many glaciers throughout the world, 
including in the Hindu Kush-Himalayan (HKH) region are thinning, and their termini retreating, 
as a result of climate warming. The thinning and retreat of glaciers in the HKH region has been 
accompanied by formation of melt-water lakes, both on the glacier surface and between the 
terminus and the exposed end moraine. The glacial lakes on the surface at the terminus end and 
behind the end moraine are of special interest, since these kinds of lakes are held back (dammed) 
by more or less unstable moraine complexes, and can have a potential to breach their moraine 
dams and cause serious floods and debris flows downstream. This phenomenon known as a 
glacial lake outburst flood (or GLOF) has the potential for generating extensive destruction in the 
valley downstream: the impact of such an outburst depends on the physical character of the dam, 
the lake size and depth and the rapidity of its drainage, and the nearby surroundings.

Thus, the Imja glacial lake seen 
by the Delegation, located at an 
altitude of 5010 meters in the 
south-east of Mt Everest, is a 
prioritized glacial lake in contact 
with compound glaciers. The Imja 
lake is fed by Lhotse Shar, Imja 
and Ambulapch glaciers, and has 
evolved from a series of small 
supra-glacial ponds in the late 
1950’s, as the Imja glacier started 
retreating. Thus, it is now more 
than 2km long and about 0,55km 
wide, with a 40-meters high frontal moraine dam holding back around 35,5 million cubic metres 
of water in the lake: in the past 17 years, as a result of accelerated global warming, the total area 
it covers has almost doubled, from 0,60 square kms to 1,01 square kms. 

In a recent glacial lake outburst flood risk assessment study, the Imja glacial lake is thus 
regarded as potentially dangerous – which explains why ICIMOD has carried out a multi-
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disciplinary field investigation, in order to (i) assess the stability of the natural moraine dam, (ii) 
estimate the lake storage volume, (iii) determine potential external GLOF triggering factors, (iv) 
provide a hydro-meteorological data analysis, (v) establish a dam-breaking modelling and 
downstream vulnerability assessment. As explained to the Delegation, the results revealed that in 
case of GLOF, a maximal flow across the lake dam could reach 5817 cubic meters per second 
after approximately 2,5 hours, with the flow at 54kms downstream estimated at 3000 cubic 
meters per second ; this modelling means that more than 1500 houses would be at risk – and that 
the Khumbu region (vital for the tourism development of the region) would be directly affected. 

Meeting with the Delegation, Dr Schild, ICIMOD 
Director, stressed that the Hindu Kush was a real “hot 
spot” for witnessing climate change dynamics: 
glaciers starting to melt is, in itself, an "early 
warning" indication. Although the geographic 
qualifier 'Hindu Kush-Himalayan' is sometimes seen 
as not very precise, ICIMOD's target area includes the 
Karakorum and the Pamir;  the HKH region extends 
3,500 km over all or part of eight countries from 
Afghanistan in the west to Myanmar in the east, and 

is the source of ten large Asian river systems, including Indus, Ganges, Brahmaputra, Mekong, 
Yangtse and the Yellow River – providing water, ecosystem services, and the basis for 
livelihoods to a population of around 210 million people in the region. While what one sees 
around the HHK is “the most intensive irrigated agriculture in the world”, the Tibetan plateau 
can also be considered as “the water tower of the world” since the river basins of these rivers 
provide water to 1.3 billion people, a fifth of the world’s population.

In short, the HHK is also an ecological buffer-zone between south and northern Asia; yet “what 
happens now is that the Hindu Kush is influencing in its turn the climate all over the world”. 
While until the 50ies, glaciers were still growing, after 1990, 95% of the glaciers have now 
started receding – even tough, climate change not having an uniform effect, some of them are 
still growing (mainly in Pakistan). This being said, the rates of warming in the Hindu Kush-
Himalayan region (HKH) are significantly higher than the global average, and the measurements 
in Nepal and Tibet also indicate that warming is occurring at much higher rates in the high 
altitude regions than in the low altitude areas. 

The specific role of carbon black remains difficult to ascertain, due to the lack of scientific data; 
while it is generally accepted that carbon black accelerates melting, and there is proof that the 
Nepal glaciers retreat (which could mean that by 2060 they may start dying), there is not -at least 
not yet- any positive proof that would attribute this melting to carbon black per se. An in-depth 
regional debate is therefore needed on this issue, since it is certain carbon black generated in 
India will naturally reach the Himalayas due to the prevailing meteorological conditions.

The impact of climate change in the Himalayas is many fold: less water, as glaciers melt, since 
the river discharges will eventually be lower as the storage capacity of the glaciers goes down. 
The effects are likely to be felt most severely in the arid parts of the HKH. Floods and droughts
are then likely to increase since an increase in seasonal change is predicted with more 
precipitation during the wet season. There are also likely to be more flash floods resulting from 
increased numbers and magnitude of extreme precipitation events. Ecosystems will be affected 
(forests, primary productivity, species populations and migration). A major expansion of the 
tropical zones would cover most of the middle mountains and inner valleys of the region, 
whereby the quality and quantity of ecosystem services are likely to change dramatically for the 
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worse. People’s well-being will also suffer, since climate change is then likely to exacerbate the 
existing food insecurity and malnutrition, while diseases such as malaria and dengue fever are 
likely to move to higher altitudes; the impact is expected to be differentiated, with women, poor 
and the marginalised hit worst.

Other environmental issues

A Climate Change roundtable allowed many NGOs and stakeholders to express their views on 
the challenges faced by the country; apart from the climate change theme, which was debated in-
depth with ICIMOD, the following other issues were raised:

 re-allocation of land: although necessary, this remains largely a political issue, with little 
progress being observed.

 National Resources Management: many aspects are expected to touch on the -still 
debated- federal character of the country. Therefore, the situation remains unclear -
although some participants aired the concept of "environmental federalism". 

 Deforestation, notably in the Himalayas, remains a challenge; while in the 70ies, the 
forestry department followed a largely unsuccessful policy of plantations, the situation 
has somewhat improved since. However, there are still problems in the high hills and in 
the low-lying Terai areas; this is worsened by the fact there is, to a certain extent, a 
political vacuum due to the absence of directly elected regional/local government. Thus 
delivery mechanisms are still lacking.

 Water management: 75% of the water in India / Bangladesh was reported to come from 
Nepal, with 80% of this in the monsoon months from July to September. There is 
therefore a need to recognise the geopolitics of developing water strategies; some 
participants stressed this can be difficult, since Kathmandu and New Delhi do not 
necessarily share the same interests and perceptions on hydropower. The same 
participants explained that, on such matters, the 1952 Treaty between Nepal and India 
was “a good document...but Nepal failed to get what was guaranteed".

 Waste management: the situation is rather negative so far ; there are no strict laws that 
would ban chemicals – and, more generally, the legislative framework that exists is 
poorly implemented in the first place ; the problem is expected to worsen if no measures 
are taken, and this is especially worrying since negative consequences are feared on other 
areas, such as irrigation.

Biogas Support Programme visit

The Delegation had the opportunity, on a short field-trip in the Bakhtapur vicinity, to see a small 
biogas plant as installed by the Biogas Support Programme (BSP); Members of the Delegation 
thus felt that this scheme allowed for making a concrete difference, by raising the living 
standards of the people living in the rural areas of Nepal with clean and reliable energy through 
the promotion and successful use of biogas.
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Nepal, MEPs were told, is now 
relatively well known for its biogas 
program, which contributes in 
tremendously minimising the use of 
firewood. This energy management 
aspect should not be underestimated, 
since biogas is a major greenhouse 
gas-saving technology that saves up to 
7,4 Tons of Co2 emissions per year (3 
tons of firewood saved per year). 
Thus it also constitutes an excellent 
answer to deforestation issues. As 
explained to the Delegation, “the basic work in developing this technology has been done here –
and other countries are now learning from us". Many small plants "can do a lot", especially 
since only 1% of the energy used today in Nepal comes from renewable/alternative sources, with 
87% from fuel wood. 

In place since 1992, the Biogas Support Programme has helped with the construction of more 
than 205.000 plants in 75 districts, with about 70% of the plants attached with toilets; more than 
90% of the users are satisfied with their plants, and 9,000 people are involved in the BSP 
developing sector, most of them rural poor employed as mason and labourers. This being said, 
partly due to the geographical and socio-economic diversity of the country, the penetration in 
rural poor households of this technology is still low. 

Taking these into account, the EP Delegation felt that a pure market-led approach would 
probably be problematic in reaching remote users, since the costs of one small plant per 
household, while reasonable (450 eur approx), would be difficult to face by the poor ; it is 
therefore hoped that some EU support, possibly through micro financing, could allow to 
maintain and develop the use of biogas plants, even though renewable energy, regrettably, is not 
a focal area in the 2007/2013 EU CSP. 

III. Citizenship & refugees issues 

Refugees from Bhutan

The Bhutanese refugee issue has been a traditional priority for the European Parliament and its 
South Asia delegation, which has visited some of the camps located in the east of the country 
(Goldhap, Khudunabari) on several occasions in the past; about 80.000 refugees from Bhutan 
reside in seven camps which are supervised by the UNHCR – with the EU being a major donor. 
On this occasion a group visited the IOM centre in Kathmandu where refugees received their 
final three day briefing prior to departure. Members were present during the departure of 52 
people to the USA under IOM auspices. Resettlement as a durable solution began in November 
2007, and is continuing today successfully with the strong cooperation of the Government of 
Nepal: thus, about 30.000 refugees have already left for a new country. While the USA has, by 
large, accepted the highest number of refugees, other countries have followed suit; thus, today, 
Bhutanese refugees are also resettled to Australia, New Zealand, Canada, Denmark and the 
Netherlands. UK and France could be added to this list soon. 



13/24

EN

Out of the circa 81.000 Bhutanese refugees that are still in Nepal, about 55.000 have expressed 
an interest in third country resettlement; whereas, initially, this option was rather controversial in 
the camps, with strong local opposition from local refugees organisations who favoured return to 
Bhutan as the only option, all interlocutors met by the EP Delegation confirmed that “opposition 
has now vanished”, “there is no political interference – Maoist or other”, and “the operation is 
largely unproblematic”.

Therefore, by the end of 2012, it is expected that the Bhutanese refugee population will have 
reduced to 28.000 persons, probably in one single camp, comprising mainly those unwilling or 
unable to start a new life in a country as far away, such as the USA. The EP Delegation shared 
the hope that, at this stage, a permanent solution will be found also for this group ; especially 
when the numbers become smaller, both Nepal and Bhutan could become more flexible, with 
Kathmandu shifting its position which today is staunchly against local integration (even though 
this is taking place). In order to favour this, education in the camps is already following the 
Nepal syllabus ; for all persons asked by the Delegation, local integration, in limited numbers, 
should not pose insurmountable problems – “culturally, they are one already”. At the same time, 
Thimphu could re-examine its position – especially since Bhutan has never doubted that, out of 
the overall population, some (although the number remains undetermined) were genuine 
Bhutanese citizens. The EP would therefore especially welcome a gesture in favour of the 
seniors, many of whom have family left in Bhutan.

Refugees from Tibet

For Tibetan new arrivals, the EP Delegation was told that the UNHCR is facilitating their safe 
transit through Nepal to third countries providing asylum – i.e. mainly India, which 
systematically grants refugee status to Tibetans. This programme is implemented through the 
Lutheran World Federation, which maintains a Tibetan Reception Centre in Kathmandu, funded 
partly by the EU. An average of 1000 Tibetans transit through Nepal annually. 

It should be stressed that these new arrivals are processed at the transit centre within 2 weeks –
with health care and assistance being provided, as well as a screening in order to determine that 
the persons in question are bona fide refugees seeking asylum ; on this basis, exit permits are 
then processed by the Nepali authorities. While there is no formal, codified agreement with the 
Nepalese government, the continued operation of the reception and transit center allows 
Kathmandu, in a pragmatic way, to meet its international obligations – which the Delegation 
welcomes and recognises.

The EP Delegation further found that, contrary, perhaps, to public perception, public opinion in 
Nepal is actually generally rather sympathetic to the Tibetan cause. However, the EP Delegation 
was told by a number of different sources that severe pressure is brought to bear, at times, by 
China. There now appears to be much stronger policing of the border, to such an extent that 
unverified rumours claim that Chinese border agencies are occasionally scrutinising both sides of 
the frontier. Members of the Delegation were worried to hear that there have been, at the same 
border, sporadic reports of isolated refoulement cases, which would be a violation of 
international law; on the other hand, most interlocutors confirmed it was highly unlikely that any 
major refoulement operation has ever taken place.
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Citizenship and statelessness in Constitution drafting

According to UNHCR estimates, 800.000 persons currently residing in Nepal are de facto 
stateless, even after the Government undertook a citizenship certificate distribution campaign in 
2007 which resulted in 2,6 million citizens receiving the document to which they were entitled. 
With Nepal currently engaged in writing a new constitution, there are some provisions, as 
drafted, which clearly create a high risk of statelessness – and are definitely not in line with 
Nepal’s obligation under international law as foreseen in the ICCPR and a number of other 
instruments9 which Nepal has already signed and ratified. All of them foresee binding provisions 
on the prevention of statelessness.

The EP Delegation would therefore like to attract the attention of those concerned, and especially 
of the Constitutional Assembly, on this aspect since the problem can still, at this stage, be 
corrected relatively easily. It is estimated that, if the current draft provisions are carried, at least 
an extra 1 million people will encounter severe difficulties in proving their citizenship, as they 
are still lacking a citizenship certificate. Without such recognition, it should be stressed, persons 
are denied voting rights as well as access to basic social services ; furthermore, the potential 
problems are exacerbated by the fact that under the draft CA chapter on "fundamental rights and 
citizenship", 19 fundamental rights, such as equality, non discrimination or due process are 
reserved to Nepali citizens only.

To be more precise, the key problem is that the draft provisions in question are, de facto, highly 
discriminating against mixed marriages – even though they appear as technically gender neutral. 
This, however, has not been achieved by increasing the rights of women, but by vastly reducing 
the rights of Nepali men to transmit their citizenship to others (i.e. their wives and offspring, as 
the previous system allowed). Unfortunately, the CA’s women caucus, failed to pick this up: the 
new system, as proposed10, only allows wives & children to apply for naturalisation after 15 
years of residence in Nepal under a legal limbo. If this is applied, Nepal will become one of the 
extremely few states of the world which requires both parents to be citizens of the country in 
order for citizenship to be transmitted – and would place the country outside the clear consensus 
of democratic nations (if not virtually every country in the world). 

What is profoundly worrying is that, although privately many Nepali politicians met by the 
Delegation admitted there was a potential problem, very few –apart from, obviously, TMLP / 
MJF and some NC politicians- seemed willing to address it. Officially, the line followed was 
echoed by Electoral Commission Members, who simply felt that “we have a national ID system; 
if there are some Nepalis without an ID, they are welcome to ask it". Although Members of the 
Delegation pointed out that drawing new electoral rolls was not a neutral exercise (as seen in 
Bangladesh), the Electoral Commission underlined that “the government has been asked to speed 
up the distribution of citizenship certificates” – even though it is already clear that this exercise 
has been, so far, at least partly unsatisfactory. As far as mixed families were concerned, Electoral 
Commission Members failed to convince the EP delegation when stating that “we do not 
discriminate in any process" and "we are not sure how this information has filtered”. The 

                                               
9 These include the Convention on the Elimination of All forms of Racial Discrimination (CERD), the Convention 
on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) and the Convention on the Rights of 
the Child – as well as the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which Nepal’s Comprehensive Peace Agreement 
commits to uphold. 
10 Draft article 3(1) on citizenship by descent; draft article 4 on citizenship by marriage ; draft provision 4(2) on 
cases of unknown paternity ; draft provisions 10 and 11(c) on revocation of citizenship ; draft sections (2) and 3(1) 
on Permanent Residence. 



15/24

EN

Electoral Commission appeared to dismiss or even ignore the problem altogether, since “there 
are bigger issues to be addressed anyway”.

This was definitely not the view of Madeshi parties who, on several occasions and notably 
during the Interparliamentary meeting (thus in presence of other Nepali political parties), felt 
“extremely concerned”. In the Madesh, it was argued, people have been living for generations 
without ever owning land, and would fail to produce the land-ownership certificates which are a 
key to the easy issuing of citizenship certificates: there was a clear fear that a large number of
landless will therefore be excluded from voting. This also applies in mountain regions and border 
areas. Likewise, it is in the Madesh that the highest number of mixed marriages is observed, due 
to its natural proximity with India; the draft provisions endanger the children of mixed marriages 
by making them ineligible for Nepali citizenship if one of the parents finds it impossible to 
naturalise or does not wish to – both issues being entirely out of the child’s control.

The EP Delegation has to state that it does not find these fears to be unfounded; from this point 
of view, its recommendation is that the EU should be particularly vigilant with this specific issue 
– and, at the very least, should not facilitate any census operation and/or new electoral roll if this 
means enshrining provisions that would spread statelessness and be in direct contravention with 
key international rights provisions. 
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IV. Conclusions

Interparliamentary cooperation

 The Delegation would very much welcome a visit from their counterparts of all parties of 
the Constituent Assembly in order to develop stronger relations between the two bodies 
and continue the discussions from this visit – not least on the subjects of climate change 
and also parliamentary democracy. The Delegation further hopes that the CA will take up 
the firm cooperation offer made through the EP’s Office for the Promotion of 
Parliamentary Democracy, as formally transmitted in the margins of the 8th EP/Nepal 
Interparliamentary Meeting.

Climate Change:

 Nepal clearly deserves support in its struggle against the adverse consequences of climate 
change; the South Asia Delegation conveyed the European Parliament’s solidarity after 
the weak results of COP-15 and vows to continue its efforts in order for the developed 
world, and the EU in particular, to recognise its responsibilities, in a spirit of Climate 
Justice. The Delegation welcomes the initiatives Nepal is taking in order to raise 
awareness on the specific problems faced by mountainous states, especially in the context 
of COP-16 preparations.

Political Developments 

 Shortly after the return of the Delegation to Europe, the European Parliament adopted, on 
17th June, an emergency resolution on the situation in Nepal – reproduced immediately 
below (Annex I). The views of the Plenary are therefore clear, and the Delegation is 
happy it organised its work programme in a manner which was clearly consistent with the 
EP’s overall priorities, since holding this mission two weeks before the adoption of the 
resolution allowed Members to provide an updated picture.

Electoral Observation

 Assuming the constitution drafting process goes forward, elections should probably take 
place in Nepal in April 2011 (at the earliest) or around October 2011 (at the latest). In the 
likely event of an EU Electoral Observation Mission, the South Asia Delegation would 
welcome the presence of a MEPs component, as was the case in the previous elections. 
The Delegation would nonetheless wish to draw the attention of all involved on its 
findings on the issue of statelessness, and repeats its calls for caution in case a new 
Electoral Roll enshrines a situation incompatible with international law (see above).
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Annex I

European Parliament resolution of 17 June 2010 on Nepal 

The European Parliament ,

–   having regard to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights of 1948,

–   having regard to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) of 1966,

–   having regard to the United Nations Basic Principles on the Use of Force and Firearms by Law Enforcement 
Officials of 1990,

–   having regard to the statement of 29 May 2010 by UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon on the political situation in 
Nepal,

–   having regard to the statement by the spokesperson of High Representative Catherine Ashton of 30 April 2010 on 
the political situation in Nepal,

–   having regard to Rule 122(5) of its Rules of Procedure,

A.   whereas on 21 November 2006 a Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA) between the Seven Party Alliance 
and the Maoists (UCPN), who controlled large parts of the country, terminated a 10-year armed conflict with some 13 
000 deaths,

B.   whereas this historic agreement showed what can be achieved when political forces negotiate in good faith, 
paving the way for elections to a Constituent Assembly (CA), the creation of an interim government including the 
Maoists, the disarmament of the Maoist fighters and their housing in camps, as well as the confinement of the 
Nepalese army to barracks,

C.   whereas many of the terms of the peace agreement of 2006 concluded after a decade-long armed conflict 
between Maoists and the government remain unfulfilled,

D.   whereas after the elections to the CA on 10 April 2008, assessed by the EU EOM as meeting many, if not all, 
international standards, in which the UCPN (M) gained close to 40% of the votes, the CA decided to abolish the 240-
year-old monarchy and to transform Nepal into a Federal Democratic Republic,

E.   whereas Nepal has become less peaceful in recent years, especially in 2009 and 2010, according to the Global 
Peace Index (GPI),

F.   whereas in May 2009 Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal (Prachanda) resigned and his party, the UCPN (M), 
withdrew from government over a dispute with the President (Nepali Congress) concerning the dismissal of the army 
chief, who had been at odds with the Maoists regarding the reintegration of the former fighters of the People's 
Liberation Army (PLA) into the Nepali army,

G.   whereas in the resulting political instability, increased by Maoist civil and parliamentary disruption campaigns, a 
fragile 22-party anti-Maoist alliance under Prime Minister Madhav Kumar Nepal (CPN-UML) has been unable to 
deliver the two key expectations: a broadly acceptable new constitution for the federal republic before the two-year 
deadline of 28 May 2010 and an agreement on the reintegration/rehabilitation of the approximately 20 000 former 
PLA combatants,

H.   whereas formal talks between party leaders of the party alliance and CPN-UML on forming a new government 
have resumed after a last-minute three-point agreement was reached, providing for the extension of the CA by one 
year, the formation of a national consensus government and the resignation of Prime Minister Madhav Kumar Nepal 
'as soon as possible', together with 'progress on the peace agreement',

I.   whereas the Shaktikhor video, which appeared to substantiate charges of deception over combatant numbers and 
plans to use 'democratisation' to politicise the national army, raises legitimate questions which the UCPN (M) has not 
yet clarified,

J.   whereas the ongoing political instability is having a crucial impact on the social, economic and touristic 
development of Nepal, which, being located in the middle between India and China, the world's fastest growing major 
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economies, needs political stability in order to capitalise on its strategic location,

K.   whereas Nepal continues to suffer from serious economic and social underdevelopment; whereas close to 30% 
of the population fall below the absolute poverty line, 16% of the population are severely malnourished, the illiteracy 
rate remains one of the highest in South Asia and development is crippled by nationwide shortages of basic fuels, 
causing power cuts, restrictions to transport and increases in food prices,

L.   whereas the situation of many refugees in Nepal, in particular the Tibetans, gives cause for concern,

M.   whereas the Nepalese authorities are to be commended for having honoured the 'Gentlemen's Agreement' on 
the Tibetan refugees,

N.   whereas no member of the state security forces or the former Maoist combatants has so far been held criminally 
responsible for the grave and systematic abuses of the laws of war committed during the conflict,

O.   whereas the European Parliament's Delegation for relations with South Asia undertook a mission to Kathmandu 
in the crucial period of 23-29 May,

1.  Expresses deep concern about the non-existence of a permanent constitution based on democratic values and 
human rights and expresses its solidarity with the Nepali people and all families who have lost relatives through the 
violence of recent years; 

2.  Welcomes the last-minute decision on 28 May by the political parties to take the necessary steps to extend the 
tenure of the CA, and commends notably the important influence of the Women's Caucus;

3.  Urges the CA and all the political actors involved to negotiate without preconditions, to show flexibility, to avoid 
any provocative actions and to work together for national unity in order to find a clear structure for the new 
constitution, to establish a functioning federal democracy and to respect the new deadline which was extended by 
one year on 28 May 2010;

4.  Calls on all parties to facilitate and promote the work of the Constitutional Committees (CC) on the future roadmap 
since the extension of the CA's term;

5.  Stresses the need for a clear and public communication of all the agreed items and thus welcomes the white 
paper promised to explain to the population the progress achieved so far in drafting the constitution of the federal 
republic; commends the three thematic committees, which, out of eleven, have completed their work;

6.  Welcomes the decision of the Nepali Congress (NC) of 31 May 2010 to commit to a national unity government 
open to all political parties, including the main opposition party UCPN (M); 

7.  Calls on the UCPN (M) to engage in constructive planning and to find a way to integrate former Maoist combatants 
into society, including the groups residing in the UNMIN-monitored camps; 

8.  Calls on the EU and the Member States to support all efforts of the Nepalese Government and the parties to find a 
solution to the integration of former Maoist combatants into the National Army or other security forces and viable 
alternative solutions for those who cannot be integrated into these organisations;

9.  Calls on the political parties, and notably on the UCPN-M, to rein in their militant youth wings and to stop recruiting 
children; calls on the UCPN-M to ensure unhindered access to the rehabilitation packages for minors discharged 
recently from their camps; 

10.  Calls directly on the UN, ideally in cooperation with the government, to establish procedures to vet potential 
members of the security forces to exclude those clearly guilty of human rights violations from any UN peacekeeping 
positions; reminds the Nepali army that, sadly, its known professionalism and reputation are already at stake and will 
very clearly remain so as long as long-standing and well-documented impunity issues within its ranks continue not to 
be addressed objectively, i.e. by the judiciary;

11.  Expresses its concern about reports of new recruitments to the national army; recalls that the Supreme Court has 
ruled them compatible with the CPA insofar as they involve only technical personnel; notes nonetheless that such a 
recruitment drive may exacerbate the difficulties faced in the transition process;

12.  Remains deeply convinced that, two years after the abolition of the monarchy, the army should be brought under 
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full democratic oversight, including budgetary aspects; affirms its solidarity with the CA in any steps it could take in 
this respect; 

13.  Reiterates to the EU Member States that lethal weapons exports to Nepal remain prohibited under the CPA and 
calls on them to lend financial and technical support to creative solutions for the restructuring of the Nepalese army; 

14.  Expresses its full support for the crucial role that UNMIN plays, and believes that its mandate should be extended 
at least until the peace process has entered a consolidated phase; 

15.  Expresses its concern about the reports of the increasing incidence of torture and violent aggression; applauds in 
this context the work of the National Human Rights Commission of Nepal; 

16.  Expresses its concern that the Government of Nepal extended the mandate of the UNOHCR by one year with 
only a revised mandate, gradually shutting down the body's regional operations, which runs counter to hopes that its 
human rights monitoring function could be stepped up;

17.  Calls for the establishment of the Commission on Disappearances, the Truth and Reconciliation Commission and 
the Commission on National Peace and Rehabilitation as specified in the CPA; 

18.  Deplores strongly the fact that, so far, there has not been a single prosecution in the civilian courts for any of the 
serious crimes committed during the conflict by both sides; 

19.  Urges the parties and the government to end political interference in criminal proceedings, to create a politically 
independent judiciary within the constitutional process and in the same connection to plan ratification of the Statute of 
the International Criminal Court; 

20.  Hails the announcement in 2009 by Nepal that it would support the draft United Nations principles and guidelines 
to eliminate caste discrimination but expresses its concern over the continuing practice of bonded labour, notably in 
Kamaiya, Haruwa and Charuwa, as well as the worrying situation of the millions of landless people, which is in 
danger of deteriorating further under the impact of climate change, and calls on the government and the parties to 
encourage the functioning of the Land Reform Commission; 

21.  Calls on the Nepal Government to address the problem of the 800 000 stateless Nepalese by simplifying 
bureaucratic procedures and reducing the costs of applying for citizenship certificates; considers it vital that they are 
also taken into account during the peace process negotiations;

22.  Urges the Nepal Government to ensure standards of protection for all refugees and to continue with efforts to
prevent and reduce statelessness, in particular of Bhutanese people, in accordance with international standards, to 
sign the 1951 Refugee Convention or its 1967 Protocol and to follow the standards set out by the UNHCR;

23.  Considers that the continuation of the full implementation of the Gentlemen's Agreement on the Tibetan refugees 
by the Nepalese authorities is essential for maintaining contact between the UNHCR and Tibetan communities; 
welcomes in this regard the possibilities to afford access to the territory in the framework of the 'Gentlemen's 
Agreement' with the UNHCR and provide for more durable solutions;

24.  Calls on the High Representative of the EU through its delegation in Kathmandu to closely monitor  the political 
situation in Nepal and to use her influence to appeal to the neighbouring powers in the region, in particular China and 
India, to support the negotiations to create a government of national unity;

25.  Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission, the Member States, the Vice-
President of the Commission/High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, the 
Government of Nepal, the Governments and Parliaments of India and the People's Republic of China, and the 
Secretary-General of the United Nations.
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Annex III

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT
DELEGATION FOR RELATIONS WITH SOUTH ASIA

PRESS RELEASE
Kathmandu, 29 May

A six-member delegation of the European Parliament for Relations with South Asia, led by Ms Jean 
Lambert (Greens / UK), visited Nepal from 23-29 May 2010 for the 8th EP/Nepal Interparliamentary 
meeting.

The Members of European Parliament (MEPs) called on President Dr. Ram Baran Yadav, Prime 
Minister Madhav Kumar Nepal, Chairman of the Constituent Assembly Subash Nemwang, Foreign 
Minister and Deputy Prime Minister Sujata Koirala, representatives of various political parties as 
well as civil society representatives during their stay in Kathmandu.

Reflecting a key priority area for the European Parliament, MEPs flew to the Himalayan region (Imja 
glacier) in order to observe the negative effects of climate change. In the words of Jean Lambert 
(Greens/UK), Chair of the Delegation, “the retreat of some glaciers and the growing glacial lakes 
show some of the ecological pressures, which will increase existing socio-economic pressures”. 

The MEPs thus held extensive interactions with senior journalists, researchers and government 
representatives, including the Environment Minister, on the overall impact of global warming in 
Nepal. MEPs appreciated Nepal’s potential in the field of renewable energy, which should be further 
exploited in the context of the adaptation and mitigation challenge the country faces. They witnessed 
the use of biogas installations in the countryside, which already provide energy to 200.000 
households and carries great promises for the future.

The EP Delegation also participated in an interaction with Constituent Assembly members, 
exchanging views on Nepal's ongoing efforts to achieve peace and stability and to advance the 
democratization process. Assessing the overall progress achieved by Nepal since the last meeting of a 
similar nature that was held in 2008, the EP South Asia Delegation welcomed the last minute 
agreement on the 3 point pact which includes the extension of the CA, ending the current stalemate. 
MEPs support the commitment to complete the peace process and the drafting of the new 
Constitution as soon as possible. Political stability and consensus are needed in order to provide a 
basis for economic prosperity and sustainable development, in the interest of the people of Nepal.

The following Members participated in the mission: Ms Jean Lambert (Greens, UK), John Attard-Montalto 
(Socialists and Democrats, Malta), Thomas Mann (European Popular Party, Germany), Slavi Binev  (NA, 
Bulgaria), Nicolo Rinaldi (Liberals and Democrats, Italy), Nirj Deva (European Conservatives, UK).

For more information:
www.europarl.europa.eu

Secretariat of the Delegation  / EP’s  South Asia Desk: philippe.kamaris@europarl.europa.eu

EP Delegation for Relations with South Asia rounds up talks in the 
framework of the 8th EP/Nepal Interparliamentary Meeting
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Annex IV

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT

DELEGATION FOR RELATIONS WITH THE COUNTRIES OF SOUTH ASIA

8th EP/Nepal Interparliamentary Meeting
 Kathmandu

24-29 May 2010

Monday, 24 May                                                                                                  Kathmandu

09:00 -10:00 Breakfast meeting of the Delegation
Dwarika's Hotel

10:00 - 11:00 Briefing with the EU Delegation
Dwarika's Hotel, Library Room

11:00 - 12:00 Meeting with the EU HoMs 
Dwarika's Hotel, Library Room

14:30 - 16:00 Working group A: MEPs Mann / Attard Montalto
Meeting with the UNHCR

14:30 - 16:00 Working group B: MEPs Lambert/Binev
Meeting with the UNHCR on Bhutanese refugee issues
IOM Transit Center

17:00 - 19:00 All MEPs: Meeting with 
Mr Stephane Jacquemet, UNHCR Representative
Ms Diane Goodman, UNHCR Deputy Representative
on citizenship issues
Dwarika's Hotel, Library Room

19:30 Dinner
Utsav restaurant (own expenses)

Tuesday, 25 May                                                                                            Kathmandu / Synboche

Field visit organized by EU Delegation / International Centre for Integrated 
Mountain Development 
       by military helicopter
       11 Brigade, Nepali Airforce, Tribhuvan airport base

06:15-06:30 Short briefing by ICIMOD

en route Kathmandu / Synboche by helicopter
en route Synboche / Imja Glacier (Khumbu region, Himalayas)

Glacial Lake observation 

en route Imja Glacier / Synboche

12:30 Return to Kathmandu
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13:00 - 13:45 Meeting with Dr. Neel Kantha Uprety
Chief Election Commissioner
Election Commission, Kantipath  

14:00 - 15:00 Meetings with
Chairman of the Constituent Assembly, Honb'le Mr. Subash Chandra Nemwang
M. Manohar Bhattarai, General Secretary, Constituent Assembly
Chairman's office, Singha Durbar

15:00 - 17:30 Interparliamentary Meeting with CA Members

 Mr. Abhisekh Pratap Shah           MJF
 Dr. Khimlal Devkota                    CPN-Maoist
 Dr. Prakash Chandra Lohani        Rastriya Janashakti Party
 Mr. Pramod Prasad Gupta            MJF (Democratic)
 Dr. Ram Saran Mahat                   Nepali Congress
 Mr. Bimal Kumar Kediya             TMLP
 Ms. Shanti Basnet Adhikari          CPN-UML

Committee of State Affairs Hall, Singha Durbar

Wednesday, 26 May Kathmandu

08:30 - 09:30 Meeting with
Rt. Hon'ble President, Dr. Ram Baran Yadav
Office of the President, Shital Niwas

10:00 - 12:30 Interaction with civil society organizations working in the area of climate change
Hotel Dwarika's, Lohity Room

12:45 - 14:00 Working lunch with local media representatives
Tridevi Marg – Thamel

15:00 - 16:15 Meeting with Dr Andreas Schild,
Director General ICIMOD
ICIMOD, Khumaltar

16:30 - 17:45 Meeting with Ms Karin Landgren,
Representative of the UN Secretary General and UNMIN Head
UNMIN, BICC, Nayabaneshwor

18:15 - 19:15 Meeting with Mr. Dibya Mani Rajbhandari,
President, European Economic Chamber of Trade, Commerce and Industry Nepal
Dwarika's Hotel, Library room

19:15 - 20:00 Meeting with Father Amalraj, Caritas Nepal
Dwarika's Hotel, Library room

Thursday, 27 May Kathmandu

10:00-12:00 Mr. Shyam Sundar Gupta
Nepal Sadbhawana Party (Ananda Devi) - NSPA/SP
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Dwarika's Hotel, Library room

12:30 - 13:30 Rt. Hon'ble Prime Minister, Mr. Dadhav Kumar Nepal
PM's Office in Singha Durbar

14:30-17:00 Field  visit to biogas plant
Dr. Saroj RAI - BSV Project
Bakhtapur

17:00 - 18:00 Chair only
HoMs Coordination Meeting
Residence Head EU Delegation

19:00 - 21:00 Reception hosted by 
Ambassador Spachis, EU HoD
Residence Head EU Delegation

Friday, 28 May                                                                                                                  Kathmandu

08:30 - 09:30 President Upendra Yadav
Madhesis Janadhikar Forum (MJF)
Dwarika Hotel, Library Room

10:30 - 11:00 Meeting with
HE Rakesh Sood
Ambassador
Indian Embassy, Kapurdhara Marg

11:15 - 12:00 Meeting with H.E. the Minister of Environment,
Mr. Prasad Sharma 
Singha Durbar

12:15 - 13:30 Hon'ble Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs 
Ms. Sujata Koirala 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Narayanhitti

14:00 - 15:00 President Mr. Pashupati Shumsher Rana and CA Members
Rastriya Prajatanta Party
Dwarika Hotel, Library Room

15:00 - 17:00 Meeting with
Mr. Bhakta Biswakarma, Nepal National Dalit Social Welfare 
Mr. Suvash Darnal, Jagaran Media Center
Dwarika Hotel, Library Room

18:30 Cocktail reception hosted by the EP Delegation
Kaiser Café, Tri Devi Marg, Thamel, 

Saturday, 29 May                                                                                                               Kathmandu

13:30 - 15:00 Press conference
Dwarika's Hotel, Lohity Room


