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As a long-standing friend of Bangladeshi democracy, the South Asia Delegation of 
the European Parliament is following political developments in the country with great 
interest and, increasingly, concern.

The widespread and, at times, abusive, recourse to hartals* and demonstrations is 
increasing the already high level of tension and polarization. This charged atmosphere 
is further worsened by the long stand-off between the government and the main 
opposition party about the interim government which should be put in place ahead of 
the general elections.

On November 21th 2014, given the urgent need to break the political dead-lock, the 
European Parliament adopted during its plenary sitting a Resolution 'urgently calling 
on the Bangladeshi Government and the opposition to put Bangladesh’s best interests 
first and to find a compromise which would give the Bangladeshi people a chance to 
express their democratic will'.

The Resolution also 'called on all parties not to boycott the elections, as this would
deprive citizens of a political choice and undermine Bangladesh’s social and 
economic stability and its impressive development progress'.

On behalf of the South Asia Delegation, I wish to underline the message of the 
European Parliament Resolution. It is the responsibility of both sides to find a 
practical compromise solution which will allow the elections to take place in a free, 
fair, peaceful and impartial environment.

I call on both Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina Wajed and opposition leader, Begum 
Khaleda Zia, to redouble their efforts in order to reach an agreement on an interim 
government. I also urge all parties to exercise restraint in the lead-up, during, and 
after the elections.

* act of closing shops or suspending work, especially in political protest
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